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Ten killed in Algeria 
on eve of elections 

ALGIERS (AP) — Ten people were found killed in 
western Algeria Monday, on the eve of elections 
which Algerians hope will pave the way for an end t<y 
the country's seven-year, bloody insurgency. The 
massacre was reported by Algerian Radio, but ihere 
was no immediate official confirmation. The bodies j 
were found near Mascara, about 150 kilometres west 
of the capital. The area has been the scene of mount- 
ing violence in recent years, especially between 
Islamic militants and army troops. The campaign for 
Thursday’s presidential elections was to end at mid- 
night Monday (see story on page 12). 
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Netanyahu halls settlement expansion 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Rebuffing U.S. criti- 
cism, Israeli Prime Minister Benyaniin Netanyahu said on 
Monday he was proud Jewish settlement expansion in the 
West Bank had gained steam under his right-wing govern- , 
menu “Not as infiltrator in the night, but as proud citizens, ■ 

proud Jews, in the light of day, [we are] settling on hills, on 
our land," Netanyahu said while inaugurating an industrial 
park in the West Bank. “That is what we have done in the 
past years. The momentum is great. We haw done a lot and 
we will do much more," said Netanyahu, Hanked by Jewish 
settler leaden while campaigning for reelection in Israel's 
May 17 general election. His remarks came three days after 
Washington chided the Israeli government for building new 
settlements in the West Bank and expanding existing settle- 
ments beyond their original permits, sometimes to distant 
hilltops. 
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NATO says Yugoslavia bombing 
to continue until Milosevic gives in 


‘Nine killed, 16 wounded in attack on passenger train’ 


BRUSSELS m — NATO 
foreign ministers, keen to 
show unity, on Monday 
accused Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic of creat- 
ing a massive humanitarian 
caiastroplie in Kosovo and 
said they would continue 
bombing until he gave in. 

But Yugoslavia remained 
defiant, saying the attacks 
must stop and that even if 
they did it would nor talk to 
NATO directly. 

Yugoslav officials reported 
scores of casualties from a 
twentieth day of NATO 
attacks, with nine people 
killed and 16 wounded in a 
train hit by a missile and three 
more dying in an attack on a 
car near the Kosovo regional 
capital Pristina. 

Meeting in Brussels. 
NATO’s 19 ministers warned 
Milosevic not to harm some 
quarter of a million hungry, 
desperate ethnic Albanians 
who military commanders 
said wrens stranded in Kosovo. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
others have fled to neaxty 
states. 

A NATO statement charged 
that Milosevic's government 
“has created a massive 
humanitarian catastrophe 
which also threatens to desta- 
bilise the surrounding region” 
“Air strikes will be pursued 
until President Milosevic 
accedes to the demands of the 
international community,” it 
said. 

The alliance reiterated its 
demands: Yugoslavia must 
end all military action, with- 
draw its forces* from Kosovo, 
let refugees return and allow 
an international force to over- 
see the peace. 

“There can be no compro- 
mise whatsoever over 
NATO’s war aims," British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
told a London news confer- 
ence. “We have got to carry 
on until every one of our 


objectives are secured in 
full” 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen said intelli- 
gence reports pointed to 
“sinking morale" in the 
Yugoslav armed forces, with 
growing desertions and draft 
dodging. 

But alliance leaders repeat- 
ed that an invasion of Kosovo 
was not being contemplated 

Despite the tough talk, there 
were hints NATO might be 
softening its line on peace 
terms. UJS. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said 
NATO aimed to play a “core" 
role in an international peace 
force in Kosovo but was 
ready to share the mission 
with the United Nations or the 
OSCE. 

French Defence Minister 
Alain Richard said earlier the 
West could consider a peace 
force not under direct NATO 
leadership — and with Russ- 
ian participation — as a “con- 
cession” to Yugoslavia, but 
added it would have to have 
clout 

Borislav Milosevic, the 
Yugoslav president’s brother 
and Belgrade’s ambassador to' 
Russia, said Yugoslavia want- 
ed a key role for Moscow in 
ending the conflict 

“Stop the bombings and 
then ways can be found of 
going back to the political 
process,” he said, “but not 
with the aggressors, not with 
die now-defunct [six-power] 
Contact Group. Other media- 
tion mechanisms can be 
found and we see Russia 
playing a very major role in 
this.” 

Yugoslav military and res- 
cue officials said at least nine 
people werp killed and 16 
wounded when a NATO mis- 
sile hit a train crossing over a 
bridge in southeastern Serbia, 
destroying two carriages. 

(Continued on page 7) 



An ethnic Albanian child from Kosovo who camped with has family in the outskirts 
of Kukes, northern Albania, stares on Monday at the mountains he came across from 
the top of one of the some 300,000 small bunkers that former Albanian dictator Enver 
Hoxha spread all over the country (AP photo) 


King, UAE officials discuss 
economic issues, bilateral ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Monday held talks in the 
emirate of Dubai with Sheikh 
Maktoum Ben Rashid A1 
Maktoum, the emirate's ruler 
and vice president of the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The two leaders’ talks were 
a follow up to discussions 
held earlier in Abu Dhabi by 
King Abdullah and UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan AJ Nahayan. The King 
was briefed on Dubai's free 
zone, the country's economic 
investment institutions and 
its sea port. 

They also discussed means 
of encouraging investment in 
the two countries and 
exchanging expertise. 

The King also visited the 
emirate of Shaijah, where he 
met with Sheikh Sultan Ben 
Mohammad A1 Qasemi, the 
emirate’s ruler, for talks on a 


number of issues of concern 
to Jordan and the UAE. King 
Abdullah also expressed 
sympathy over the death of 
the sheikh's son, Mohammad 
Ben Sultan. 

On Sunday, King Abdullah 
met with President A1 
Nahayan for discussions on 
bilateral ties. Iraq, the peace 
process and other issues. The 
UAE president said his coun- 
try is determined to extend all 
possible support for Jordan in 
all fields. 

King Abdullah also 
received cables from Sultan 
Qaboos of Oman and King 
Fahd and Crown Prince 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia in 
reply to cables of apprecia- 
tion for the . hospitality 
accorded to ’the King’s dele- 
gation during the recent visits 
to the two countries. 

Meanwhile, Royal Court 
Chief Abdul Karim Kabariti, 


who is accompanying tlv 
King on his Gulf tour. ha., 
described Jordan's lies with 
the Gulf states as very strong ■ 
and based on mutual respect 

Kabariti told the Arabic 
daily A1 Ra'i that Jordan and 
the Gulf states are contcin- , 
plating such measures j 
joint economic projects, the 
lifting of restrictions on .lor- . 
danian workers in the Gulf 
region and investment in Jo: • 
dan. 

Jordan’s relations wiih the j 
Gulf states are bused on the : 
concept of a comprehensive 1 
security strategy that serve* 
the interests of all parties, 
said Kabariti. 

The UAE president was 
earlier quoted as saying dint 
Jordan and the Emirates have 
common interests and that his • 
country will open the door to 
Jordanian expertise, agricul- 
tural products and workers. 


Government’s water contingency : 
plan ‘reassuring,’ deputy says 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — A vocal mem- 
ber of a Parliament's water 
committee on Monday wel- 
comed the government's 
recently announced contin- 
gency plan to deal with a 
possible water shortage this 
summer but said the scheme 
lacks needed measures to 
take of control privately- 
owned wells. 

Salameh Hiyari. former 
head of the House's Water 
and Agriculture Committee, 
said tiie three-tiered plan, 
announced by Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Kamel 
Mahadin on Sunday, to 
ensure water supplies in line 
with a rationing system was 
“reassuring in general.” 

“Although I’m satisfied 
with the government's posi- 
tive moves, I noticed that 


the plan did not mention 
anything about measures to 
deal with privately-owned 
wells. It seems that they 
[officials] are avoiding a 
confrontation with influen- 
tial owners ” Hiyari, who 
was fiercely critical of a for- 
mer government’s handling 
of last summer's water cri- 
sis, told the Jordan Times. 

Private well owners are 
allegedly exploiting an esti- 
mated 320 million cubic 
metres (mcm) of water 
annually. Most of them pay 
a fraction of the cost of 
water they extract, a practice 
that has continued unabated 
for years, according to 
industry sources, who claim 
that of the country’s 1,654 
wells, 528 are unlicensed 
and unregulated. 

Mahadin told reporters at 
a press conference on Sun- 


day that under the scheme. * 
which primarily targets the 
Amman and Balqa gover* ‘ 
norates, the government will • 
focus on tiie Zai Water • 
Treatment Plant's perfor- - 
raance; rent and link 28 pri- \ 
vate wells to the main water . 
network; contract the pri- 
vate sector to drill 20 new 
wells; ration water supplies; 1 
buy additional water 
tankers; and allocate JD9 ; 
million to handle any devei- 1 
opments. ‘ - 

The minister said the plan i 
was drawn up to deal with * 
three shortage "scenarios” 
of increasing severity, all of 
which focus on the perfor- 
mance of Zai plant, which, i 
provides 40 per cent of the 
capital’s water and most of 
Balqa’s requirements. 

(Continued on page 7) [ 


‘Former minister 


Israeli army blocks attempted land grab by settlers 


faces charges 
of sexual assault’ 


By Saad G. Hattar 

AMMAN — A former 
minister has been charged 
with rape by his Philip- 
pine domestic helper, who 
claimed that he assaulted 
her while she was under 
sedation, official sources 
said Monday. 

The sources said the 
helper, in her thirties, 
filed an unprecedented 
suit against the former 
official accusing him of 
raping her at his residence 
on April 1 . 

The former minister -is 
currently outside Jordan, 
but his relatives are trying 
to arrange an out-of-court 
settlement with the plain- 
tiff, whose case is being 
followed by the Philip- 
pines embassy in Amman. 

Contacted by the Jordan 
Times, the Philippines 
diplomatic mission here 
declined any comment on 
the ramifications of the 
case. 

“We are not allowed to 
give any information.” 
said the mission. “The 
case is now with the dis- 
trict attorney. It is now in 
the hands of the judicial 
system.” 

'in her statement to 
police. the plaintiff 
charged that the former 
minister took advantage 
of his family's absence to 
sexually assault her. 


She told police that he 
“must have put a certain 
substance in the tea cup 
which made me dizzy 
with a heavy head.” 

The former minister 
allegedly followed the 
plaintiff to her room and 
raped her twice. 

The plaintiff claimed in 
her statement that she 
later wrote a letter to one 
of her friends who 
advised her to report the 
case to the police. 

According to the official 
sources, the domestic 
helper contacted the 
Philippines embassy after 
leaving a note at her 
employer’s residence say- 
ing she had decided to file 
charges against him. 

Independent lawyers 
told the Jordan Times that 
the plaintiff's case is 
weak, since she will have 
to convince the court of 
the validity of her 
charges. 

The plaintiff will be 
requested to explain “why 
she was able to recount 
the whole episode while 
she was under sedation.” 
■Former ministers’do not 
enjoy political immunity. 

Guilty verdicts in cases 
of rape of a minor cany a 
maximum penalty of 
death; if the victim is an 
adult the sentence could 
be a few years’ imprison- 
ment wiih hard labour. 


HEBRON (.AFP) — Israeli 
settlers tried to occupy a hill 
near Hebron on Monday in an 
apparent bid to expand the 
Jewish enclave of Kizyat 
Aiba, but they were ordered 
from the she by the army, offi- 
cials said. 

A dozen armed settlers 
arrived before dawn at the hill 
just 200 metres from the near- 
est Palestinian house by the 
northern entrance to Hebron, 
bringing with them tents and a 
water tank. 

Israeli soldiers were quickly 
deployed to the area and pre- 
vented the group from putting 
up the tents and the cistern. 

After lengthy discussions, 
the settlers agreed to leave the 
site and the army declared the 
area a closed military zone, 
Peter Lems; an army 
spokesman, said. 


Leaner said the hill was 
“state land designated for 
Kityai Arba” but that no 
approval had been given for 
the site’s development 

Kirvat Aiba is one of the 
biggest Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank, with more 
than 5,000 residents. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli anti- 
settlement group Peace Now 
said it had discovered a new 
attempt by settlers to create an 
enclave a kilometre from the 
Jewish settlement of Har 
Bracha in the northern West 
Bank. 

It said the settlers had erect- 
ed two large tents, an electric- 
ity generator and lighting at 
the site, which was being 
guarded by armed youths. 

“This is the second satellite 
settlement put up near Har 
Bracha” in recent weeks, the 


group said in a press release. 

The Bethlehem-based 
Applied Research Institute, 
which tracks Israeli settler 
activity in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, said settlers have 
seized 17 hills since Israel and 
the Palestinians signed the 
Wye River peace agreement 
in October 1998. 

The land-grab attempt also 
came as the United States was 
stepping up its criticism of 
continued Jewish settlement 
activity in occupied Palestin- 
ian territory. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and her 
assistam, Martin Indyk have 
both told Israeli leaders in 
recent days of Washington’s 
opposition to settlement 
expansion. 

The right-wing government 
of Iandi Prime Minister 


Benyamin Netanyahu has 
broadly encouraged settle- 
ment activity since coming to 
power in 1996. 

Netanyahu insists that the 
agreements Israel has signed 
with the Palestinians, which 
include commitments not to 
take unilateral actions, do not 
preclude budding settlements. 

The Palestinians, backed up 
by Washington, and European 
and other foreign states, argue 
that the settlement growth is 
designed to pre-judge territor- 
ial issues which should be 
tackled in negotiations on a 
final Israeli-PSestinian peace 
accord. 

The Palestinians hope to 
create an independent state in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
areas occupied by Israel dur- 
ing the 1967 war. 



Armed Jewish settlers carry a mattress past Israeli soldiers i 
on Monday as they get ready to spend the night on a hilltop 
which they took near the West Bank town of Hebron. In the $ 
face of U.S. critirism, Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin r 
Netanyahu has praised Jewish settlement expansions (AP 
photo) 


Analysts, politicians see ‘changing realities’ in Jordan-lsrael ties 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — The run-up to the May 
17 Israeli elections and subsequent 
freeze in the Middle East peace 
process has given Jordan a respite 
from having to court the Jewish state, 
and instead focus on domestic affaire 
and inter- Arab relations. 

But conflicting signals from the 
Kingdom’s new leadership about tiie 
future of the unpopular relationship 
have left many Jordanians confused 

Officials have said Jordanians 
could expect a “change in style” in 
the Kingdom's regional dealings, 
which has already become apparent 
in the Arab arena. But Israel’s preoc- 
cupation with upcoming elections 
and Amman’s refusal to enter the 
fray has dealt Jordanians few oppor- 


tunities to assess whether or not there 
wfll be a substantive change in the 
relationship. 

“The problem is that we don’t 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


know what the new leadership is 
thinking,” said Mustafa Hamameh, 
director of the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University of Joitian. 
“But it will be a very successful lead- 
ership if it achieves a balance 
between improved Jordanian- Arab 
relations and ai the same time moves 
forward with Jordanian-Israeli ties.” 
Both Jordanians and foreign ana- 
lysts have speculated that with the 
loss of the relationship’s two greatest 
patrons — the late King Hussein and 


HRH Prince Hassan, former heir to 
the Throne — the new leadership 
would feel the weight of growing 
popular discontent over a collapse in 
the peace process between Israel and 
die Palestinians and over the lack of 
tangible benefits to Jordanians, and 
respond accordingly, primarily by 
mending fences with Arab neigh- 
bours, particularly Damascus and 
Riyadh. 

And to an extent, it does appear 
that the'regime is taking the coun- 
try’s relationship with its western 
neighbour in a new direction. Ana- 
lysts and columnists detea a change, 
however indefinable, signalled by 
the composition of tiie government 
itself. 

The government of Prime Minister 
Abdur-Ra’uf S. Rawabdeh, which 


last week secured the highest num- 
ber of confidence votes of any gov- 
ernment since 1989, contains no 
minister affiliated with either die 
peace treaty or the peace process 
itself, nor are its key players known 
to be particularly sympathetic 
towards the Jewish state. 

Royal Court Chief Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, for example, holds no truck 
with Israel’s Likud premier, 
Benyamin Netanyahu, while 
Rawabdeh, a deputy in the 12th Par- 
liament that endorsed the treaty, was 
not known as a cheerleader for that 
cause. 

The Cabinet also includes two 
heads of professional associations. 
One — Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Hosni Abu Gheida — 
was a figurehead of the country's 


growing anti-normalisation mo\e- 
ment as the head of the influential 
Jordan Engineers Association until t 
his Cabinet appointment. i 

Official criticism of Israel also has ’ 
become harsher and more public. 
Rawabdeh in his policy statement j 
told the Lower House of Parliament 
that Jordan's peace with Israel was » 
not one “without price.” while a t 
senior official recently told the Jor- 
dan Tunes that “our relationship with . 
Israel does not exist in a vacuum.” ’ 

“In international relations, reci- 
procity is necessary. We have to see 1 
the other side as forthcoming, help- 
ing create a context for progress. J 
There can’t be a one-sided love,” die 
official said. 

(Continued on page 7 ) 
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Slain general buried, army chief blames U.S. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
political leaders joined 
thousands of mourners 
Monday for the funeral of 
a top general assassinated 
in an attack claimed by the 
opposition as the army’s 
chief of staff blamed the 
United States for the slay- 
ing. 

Iranian Supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
parliamentary speaker Ali 
Akbar Nateq-Nouri, for- 
mer President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani and 
other top officials were 
among thousands at the 
funeral of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Ali Sayyad Shirazi, 
murdered Saturday outside 
his Tehran home. 

President Mohammad 
Kha tami was represented 
by his cabinet director 
Mohammad Ali Abtahi. 

Shirazi’s coffin, covered 
in flowers as well as the 
Iranian flag, was earned by 
soldiers before being 
passed along into the angry 
crowd. 

Mourners struck them- 
selves in the heads 
chests as a sign of sorrow, 
and shouted slogans 
against the United States 
and the Iraq-based opposi- 
tion People's Mujahedeen, 
which claimed the killing. 

Khamenei, who is also 
commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces, recited 
prayers io memory of the 
officer, whom he had just 
promoted the week before. 

Meanwhile, army Chief 
of Staff General Moham- 
mad Firuz Abadi blamed 
Washington for the slaying 


in a speech at the services. 

‘The United States must 
know that the mercenary’s 
bullets have deepened the 
Iranian people’s hatred of 
the Great Satan,” he said. 

Abadi noted that the 
murder coincided with the 
anniversary of the rupture 
in diplomatic relations 
between Tehran and Wash- 
ington on April 9, 19S0, 
following the hostage-tak- 
ing at the U.S. embassy 
here. 

“This assassination has 
only further isolated the 
United States," he said, 
adding: “Let those Iranians 
in the dark know that the 
security of our society can 
only be guaranteed by the 
light of danger for the 
counter-revolutionaries,” 
he said. 

Politicians across the 
spectrum have denounced 
Shirazi's murder by the 
“hypocrites." the usual 
term of reference for the 
People's Mujahedeen, and 
the conservative English- 
language Tehran Times 
called Monday for aimed 
retaliation. 

Iranian forces should 
“immediately take the 
strongest action to pound 
and destroy all [People’s] 
Mujahedeen bases in Iraq.” 
it said, describing the 
group as a “cancerous 
tumour.” 

“Not only are the Muja- 
hedeen terrorists... allowed 
to stay in the Western 
countries, but they are 
extended political, finan- 
cial and moral support as 
well by the host countries," 


the daily concluded. 

On Sunday the govern- 
ment demanded a Western 
clamp down on the group 
after it claimed responsi- 
bility for the murder. 

Khamenei slammed 
Western governments for 
“using terrorists to assassi- 
nate revolutionaries... in a 
bid to dominate the Islam- 
ic Republic,” while the for- 
eign ministry criticised 
.“the West’s contradictory 
stands on terrorism.” 

The Mujahedeen are on 
Washington’s list of terror- 
ist groups but still maintain 
an office in the U.S. capital 
pending an appeal against 
the listing. But the Nation- 
al Council of the Iranian 
Resistance, the umbrella 
opposition group led by 
the Mujahedeen, are not on 
the list and operate freely 
in the United States. 

On Sunday the foreign 
minis try summoned Iraq's 
charge d'affaires to 
denounce the killing and 
warned it would “leave a 
negative and irreparable 
impact on Tehran-Baghdad 
ties.” 

Shirazi, one of the 
army's top commanders 
and regarded as a hero for 
his role in Iran's 1980-88 
war with Iraq, was thought 
to be in his 50s. He direct- 
ed many of Iran’s ground 
offensives during the war. 

He was to be buried at 
the Behecht-e-Zahra ceme- 
tery south of Tehran, the 
resting place of many of 
Iran's military leaders. 



Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (Q, Iran's supreme guide and commander-in-chief 
the armed forces, attend the funeral of General Ali Sayyad Shirazi in Tehran 
Monday (AFP photo) 
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Iraq calls on Netherlands to revise 
its ‘inhumane’ policy 



two countries, u uk 

change its poliev towards Iraq. n wj hr a 
ShanTfi tore lies." the 

newspaper said. On Wednesday, the Netherlands. * 

Brilau^ the United States, opposed hfunc the 
UN. sanctions on Iraq during a meeting of the &xuit> Coun- 
cil focused on Iraq-UN. relations. 

‘Egyptian women can hold mate jobs’ 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian women may raw hokl m 
which thev conclude marriage contracts, a , 

hitherto been restricted to men. Sheikh Nw Fantj 
in landmark statements published this weekend A wi?non 
can become a marriace officer because me job not 
demand exclusively masculine qualities, the enmeps h'p 
Muslim cleric told' the Saudi newspaper Asharq A! AwsaL 
‘They- only need to know Islamic legislation very wen arxi now 
to draw up contracts." Sheikh Wassel added. 

Egyptian family dies in accident in canal 

pAMIKlTA (AFP 1 — A family of seven, including four chil- 
dren aged four to 12. died when their car plunged into a cared 
in northern Egypt Monday on the spring festival of ShiimAl 
Nessim, police said. The victims were identified as a ii.\icher. 
her three children. her mother, her sister and a nephew, police 
said. The family had left the northern Delia town ul Tatua and 
were heading for the Mediterranean resort of R;c* Al Ban - w hen 
the tire of their car exploded near Kalr Saad village outside 
Danrieoa. 

Palestinian woman found dead in suitcase 

SIDON (AP) —The body of a 2>>eur-o!d Palestinian wvman 
was found in a suitcase on Monday, police said. The woman. 
Ifraj Nassar. had apparently been strangled with a metal curd. 
1 police said. The suitcase was dumped on the side o! a mud 
1 some 500 mares firm her home in ‘.Ain Al Hilw eh camp vn 
the outskirts of the port city of Sidon. Speaking on condnkai of 
anonymity', police* said Nassar had dhrrced her husband. 
Abdul Nasser Kassem. 10 day s ago after being married for less 
than a month. 


‘U.S. hopes to relaunch peace process after elections’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The United States 
wants to move the peace 
process forward quickly 
after Israeli general elec- 
tions May 1 7, a senior U.S. 
official said here Sunday 
after meeting Prime Minis- 
ter Benvamin Netanyahu. 

“After the elections, it’s 
certainly our hope and 
intention that we can move 
forward quickly,” U.S. 
Assistant Secretary for the 
Middle East Martin Indyk 
said. 

He said Washington 
wanted to see progress in 
the Palestinian, Lebanese 
and Syrian peace tracks 
with Israel. The Palestin- 
ian-Israeli process has been 
marking time, while talks 
with Syria were frozen 
three years ago and with 
Lebanon, five years ago. 

“I am feeling that the 
window of the peacemak- 
ing is closing, and we have 
to find a way to move for- 
ward,” he told reporters. 

Indyk said the United 
States remains concerned 
about Israeli settlement 
activity in the West Bank, 
which has been encouraged 
by the Netanyahu govern- 
ment and criticised by the 
Palestinians. 


“I think that the State 
Department spokesman has 
made very clear our con- 
cern in this regard... It is 
something I also discussed 
with the prime minister,” he 
said. 

Indyk said that the United 
States was working “very 
hard” to ensure that the 
Palestinians do not take 
“unilateral actions" such as 
declaring independence on 
May 4. 

“We have also to make 
sure that other actions are 
not taken which can affect 
the negotiations... and pre- 
judge those negotiations." 

Tn that context, we have 
expressed concern about 
some settlement activities 
going on in the central 
West Bank,” he said. 

Israel suspended in 
December the Wye agree- 
ment concluded in October 
in the United States after 
carrying out the first of 
three agreed-on with- 
drawals from the West 
Bank. Netanyahu and 
Indyk also discussed the 
U.S.-Israeli strategic coop- 
eration agreement, they 
said. 

Their meeting came after 
talks in Washington Friday 
between U.S. Secretary of 


Barak promises peace 
referendum if he wins 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli prime min- 
isterial hopeful Ehud Barak, the fron- 
trunner in a tight race, promised Sun- 
day to hold a referendum on peace 
accords with the Palestinians and Syria 
if he wins the upcoming election. 

“If I emerge the winner, I intend to 
proceed with a referendum in which the 
Israeli people will be called on to settle 
the issue of a final accord with the 
Palestinians and with Syria.” the oppo- 
sition Labour Party leader said on 
Channel Two television. 

“In the next few days, I’m going to 
have a group of legal expens write the 
referendum proposal on peace accords 
with the Palestinians and Syria, which 
will be submitted to the Knesset 60 
days after my government is formed " 
he said. 

A recent poll showed that 45 per cent 
of Israeli voters would back Barak in a 
head-to-head run-off election against 
incumbent Benyamin Netanyahu who 
garnered 42 per cent of the poll. 


Such a run-off. if required, would take 
place on June 1. 

In the first round, scheduled for May 
17, Netanyahu would win 36 per cent of 
the vote, according to the opinion poll, 
with Barak winning 35 per cent, under- 
lining the closeness of the race. 

Centrist candidate Yitzhak Mordechai 
would receive 14 per cent of the vote 
and far-right leader Benny Begin five 
per cent according to the same poJL 

Ten per cent of the voters said they 
were undecided about whom to back in 
the first round. 

The Oslo interim peace accords with 
the Palestinians expire May 4 after five 
years of autonomy in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

But negotiations on the final status of 
these territories have not proceeded 
beyond their opening stage. 

The two sides do not agree on the 
final goal. The Palestinians want to set 
up their own state with Arab east 
Jerusalem as its capital. 


State Madeleine Albright 
and Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon. 

Albright had reiterated 
her opposition to the build- 
ing of new Jewish settle- 


ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

She said again that Wash- 
ington opposed any unilat- 
eral proclamation of a 
Palestinian state. 


Indyk also met Yitzhak 
Mordechai on Sunday in 
Jerusalem. The former 
Israeli defence minister is 
the centrist party candidate 
for prime minister. 


Hamas issues conflicting statements 
concerning links with the Palestinian state 


By Saad G. Hattar 

AMMAN — The 
Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), a 
vehement opponent of 
peace with Israel, has 
given conflicting sis- 


Z 


nals as to the 
prospects of joining 
ranks with the Pales- 
tinian National 

Authority (PNA) in 
the event of a forged 
Palestinian stale. 

While a Hamas 
activist in the Pales- 
tinian self-rule area 
has reportedly 

declared the move- 
ment’s intention to 
join the leadership, 
Hamas official 

spokesman Ibrahim 
Ghosheh dismissed 
those remarks as 
merely a “personal 
opinion.” 

Al-Arab AI-Yawm 
daily on Monday 
quoted Hamas “offi- 
cial” Ismail Abu 
Shanab as saying the 
movement was Keen 
on discussing ways of 
joining the PNA lead- 


ership. 

Tn the event of cre- 
ating a Palestinian 
state, and if the Oslo 
accords develop posi- 
tively. then there is 
no reason why we 
shouldn’t partici- 
pate,” said Abu 
Shanab in the report, 
written from 

Jerusalem. 

But the movement's 
Amman-based 
spokesman denied 
any intention of join- 
ing the PNA and cast 
doubt on the Palestin- 
ian leadership's cred- 
ibility. 

“Hamas believes 
that the PNA is an 
extension of the Oslo 
accords. And hence, 
there is no intention 
whatsoever to partici- 

g ate in this system," 
rosheh told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The movement, he 
added, also believes 
“that there are no 
practical conditions 
for the creation of a 
Palestinian state." 

The Zionist (Israeli) 


occupation sti! 

lingers on “five year 
after the PLO an 
Israel struck the sell 
rule peace accords.” 

Go.sbeh argued tha 
Abu Shanab* 

remarks “do no 
reflect the policy o 
Hamas but rather hi 
own personal opin 
ion." 

Palestinian Presi 
dent Yasser Arafat ha 
been adamant 01 
declaring an indepen 
dent Palestinian star 
on May 4. the dead 
line for the expiry o 
the five-year interin 
accords. 

But he has beei 
under world pressure 
especially by th< 
United States am 
Europe, to posrpom 
the scheduled decla 
ration, till after thi 
Israeli elections, slat 
ed for Mav 17. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 — French Programme 
1830 Children's Programme — 
Motor, Mirror 

1933 .Le Journal 

19: 15 Eating and Health 

1930 News Headlines 

1933 French Programme 

2030 JDrama-Plotlands 

. 21 30 Documemaiy - Beyond 2000 

22:00 News in En glish 

22:20 .French Series - Mozart 
2339 -End of TJX. 



PRAYER TIMES 


03:45 

05:05 

1136 

15:12 

18:07 

1928 


-Fajr 


.(Sunrise) Duha 
.Dhuhr 


‘Asr 

.Maghreb 


.Tsha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Saucta Church TeL 4622366 
Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Chun* TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5S65897 

German-speaking Evangelical 


Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Sale College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TO. 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swa- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniale Catholic Church 
TO 4624757 

The Kng(fch-T 

CathoBc Parish TO 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

lire Baptist Church TO. 
4628052 

Tire Armenian CatboGc 
Oran* Td. 4771331 
The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 
ment of Meteorology 

Temperatures are expected to 
drop slightly. Skks will be partly 
cloudy and winds northwester- 
ly moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
it will be warm, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


Amman , 
Aqaba ... 
Deserts. 


Jordan Valley . 


—09/20 
— 14/29 
— 07/25 
— 12/27 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 21, Aqaba 32. Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 37 percent, 
Aqaba 20 percent 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


Ajkxm - 
Jerasb — 
UmQays 
Madaba . 

Ptetra 

Dead Sea. 


-07/15 

. 10/20 

-Oft/19 

-08/19 

-07/20 

-14/27 


Al Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghari TVamneh...(02)2500SO 
Fon’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. WalidNabhan. (05)3851743 

Palestine Pharmacy . .(05 )983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre — 4637111 
Civil Defence Department 566111 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

; .4630341 

GriJ Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police.. 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank 4775121 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Du KbaHAITbsiuq — 4157253 

Dn Bahjat Bader 5332642 

Dn Nasser Ibrahim — .5350132 
Dn Wafiq Qaddnmi — 4893542 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 


Highway Police., 
Traffic Police-...- 


— 5343402 
— 4896390 


Public Security Dept — 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints. 5661 176 

\ftttr & Sewage Gsnplajns 4S97467 
Amman Mumapality Complaints 

4787111 

Telephone tafacmarion (direcwiy 
assistance) — 121 


Overseas Calls 


..0132 


Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

Abdali TO Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 47731 1 1 . 

Radio Jordan — 4774111 


Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority -5815615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Inftrnnanon-,44-53200 
Queen Alia InlL Airport 44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart 3nd Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli ——5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre-5856856 

Luzmih 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. _464428I/6 

Akileh Materahy 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malbas, J. Amnm .4636140 

Fhtestuie,Shnirisam — 5607071 
Shmeisam Hospital —5607431 
Jordan Hospital .—..—5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

AI-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahfi, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, AI-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashtr -4775111/26 

Army, Marica .4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hosjma] -5157100 

Amal Hospital _.__56ff7I55 
Al Amal Cancer Centre -5353000 
Jerusalem Hospital 4387 IS I 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital .(05)983323 
Zatqa National HrepitaL (05)900560 

Bm Sina Hospital (05)986731 

Al- Hikma Modem- Hospital 
: (05)990990 


IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital J.Q2)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al NaTees Hospital 

^02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosaty Sisters Hospital 

(02)710283 1. (02)710201 1 

Speciality Hospital .(02)7103100 


09:45 Doha, Bahrain 1 RJ 1 

09:50 Dubai Muscat fRJi 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


(03)20401 II 


1035 —Tehran, Abu Dhabi tRJi 

16:05 . -....Cairo (RJ) 

18:05 — Chica go , Shannon (RJ) 
18:10 — London, Frankfun iRJ) 

21:00 Berlin (add) (RJ) 

23:15 .Beirut (RJ) 

05:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ i 


Other Flights 
12-30 


FOR THE 
TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200- 5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4873201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:00 Damascus (RJ) 

07:05 — -Sanaa (RJ) 

08:50 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 


.Riyadh 1 SV 1 

13:10 — Abu Dhabi. Doha (GFi 


17:05 

17-35 


■Tel Aviv (]_Y) 
.Beirut iME) 


— — Qcnui 1 ivir-f 

18:00 — Dubai, Damascus (EKi 

10.10 . 


18:10 

19:00 


.-Paris (AFj 
Sanaa tTY) 


20:4 5 - ——Amsterdam (KL 


2335 

23*59 

0025 

01:05 


-Larnaca(CY) 
■Bucharest iRO) 
-..Istanbul (TKi 
....Milan 1 AZ) 


n _ 

M35 ....London. Damascus (BA) 


Royal Wings (RW) plights 
0735 Aqaba (arriving at QALA) 
(RW) v ' 

^ (anting at QALA) 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

1&45 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAlA i 


departures 

Royal Jordanian 1 RJ 1 FTigfa 

06:00 _Aqaha faddi < 

0730 -Amsterdam. Nr* Yak 
11:10 ...Vienna. Frankfurt ( 

U:15 . — Beilin iadd)| 

11:25 Geneva, ftsris 1 

1135 ... — Brussels 

1 RJ 1 

12:15 Cako 

13:05 -London ( 

13:4 ? Madrid 1 

Beirut f 

20:20 - Jeddah ( 

20:,w - Damascus l 

21:00 .... .Abu Dhabi. Dubai ( 

-Jeddah (aid) 1 

Jeddah i.add) t 

Other Flights 

14:00 Riyadh t 

14: °2 * Doha. Bahrain |i 

- — Beirut (! 

** - Dubaf 

r 0 - 00 _TclA\i\ ( 

^ :0 ° Beirut. Sanaa ( 

j-J-40 ..Beinc. .Amsterdam (! 

Bucharest (| 

Istanbul f 

-Lamacart 

r 1 ,: -Damascus. Lmdon fl 
06829 PSnis<. 

SS ' Vmgs (RW> FB ? hts 

.Aqaba (from QALA) tW 
08'50--Aqaba ‘from Marfa , 

portXRW) 

16:50 Tel Aviv t from Maria , 
pomtRWi 

20:50 -Aqahat&om QMA)iR 
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„ Prince Hamzah conveys 
Easter greetings to clergy, 
meets with interior minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Crown Prince 
Hamzah, the Regent, on Sunday conveyed 
Easter greetings and good wishes to Jor- 
dan’s Christian communities from His 
Majesty King Abdullah. 

llie Regent said during his visit to 
Christian leaders gathered at the Episco- 
pal Evangelical head office in Amman: 
“We are following in the footsteps of the 
late King Hussein in our policy regarding 
all citizens and communities in Jordan 
which form a united family." 

Bishop Riyah Abul Asal, head of the 
Episcopal Evangelical Church, delivered 
an address expressing gratitude and 
appreciation of the Jordanian leadership's 
concern and care for Christian communi- 
ties. He said the visit exemplifies the close 
ties that binding the leadership to all Jor- 
danians. He expressed the Christian com- 
munities' allegiance to the Hashemite 
leadership and conveyed best wishes to 
King Abdullah and the Crown Prince. He 
said their efforts to maintain and strength- 
en Jordan's relations with the Arab World 
were appreciated by all. 

Abul Asaal expressed the Christians' 
hope for a comprehensive and lasting 
peace in the region. 

Accompanying the Regent on the visit 
were Acting Prime Minister Marwan 
Hmoud, Lower House Deputy Bassam 
Haddadin, Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh 
Izzeddine AI Khatib A1 Tamimi, Minister 


of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam 
Abbadi. Minister of Finance Michel 
Marto and other members of Parliament 
and senate and prominent Christian com- 
munity figures. 

During a meeting at the Ministry of 
Interior on Monday, the Regent said Jor- 
dan has overcome the difficulties that 
faced the country following the passing 
away of His Majesty King Hussein. He 
said Jordan will achieve its aspriations 
and ambitions by rallying behind the lead- 
ership of His Majesty King Abdullah. 

The Regent, who met Minister of Interi- 
or Nayef Qadi. governors and senior min- 
istry officials, said Jordan will not allow 
anyone to interfere in its internal affairs 
nor to influence its march. 

Prince Hamzah called on all Jordanians 
to exert every effort to achieve Jordan’s 
goals and enhance its march. 

Qadi briefed the Crown Prince on his 
ministry’s strategy, which focuses on pro- 
viding comprehensive security. 

The Regent and Qadi visited the Public 
Security Department (PSD), where Prince 
Hamzah was received by its Director Ll 
G en Nasouh Muhieddin. The director 
briefed him on the PSD's structural organ- 
isation and its duties. Prince Hamzah also 
visited the Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) where he was briefed by its direc- 
tor, LL Gen. Theeb Al Maani, on the 
department’s services to citizens. 


Prince Hassan urges greater cooperation 
among Muslim cultural institutions 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — HRH 
Prince Hassan on Monday 
stressed to a conference of 
Islamic scholars the need for 
cooperation among Muslim 
cultural institutions to present 
die true image of Islam. 

In an address to the 
International Congress on 
Learning and Education in the 
■ Ottoman World in Istanbul. 
Prince Hassan highlighted the 
important role the Ottoman 
Empire played towards cultur- 
al progress and development. 


‘The Ottomans built a house 
that sheltered many peoples 
and faiths, languages and eth- 
nic origins," he said 
He also added that despite 
the difficult circumstances 
presented by the rise of “ultra- 
nationalisms" that brought on 
the Great Arab Revolt Jordan 
“never lost sight of the need to 
start again with our shared 
common ground, respect 
understanding and interdepen- 
dence." 

Therefore, he said, his par- 


ticipation in the conference, 
which was to convene until 
April 15. was “to insist on 
mutual understanding." 

During his visit Prince Has- 
san will meet with a group of 
Islamic scholars currently 
writing an Islamic encyclopae- 
dia consisting of around one 
million titles. 

The conference was organ- 
ised by die Research Centre 
for Islamic History, Art and 
Culture. 


JPA, Al Arab Al Yawm hurl insults 
in tug-of-war over fired employees 


By Alla Shukri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — Seventeen 
employees of Al Arab Al 
Yawm daily newspaper 
who were sacked last week 
are entangled in a tug-of 
war between the paper’s 
board of directors, chaired 
by Riyadh Hroub, and the 
council of Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) now on 
the threshold of presiden- 
tial campaigns. 

The JPA council blasted 
the paper for firing the 
employees last Thursday, 
said the daily's arguments 
as presented by General 
Manager Adnan Husseini 
— that the dismissals were 
necessary for “internal 
restructuring," and fell 
within an article of the 
Labour Law — were 
unconvincing. 

The council then 
demanded a meeting with 
Hroub to persuade him to 
reconsider the dismissals, 
and threatened further 
measures, including legal 
action and organised sit-ins 
if he failed to respond. 

However, the meeting 
between JPA President Seif 
Sherif, who is a candidate 
in JPA elections later this 
month, and Hroub reached 
a dead end on Saturday, 
after which the council 
issued a statement calling 
for the daily’s employees 


and JPA members to stage 
a one-day strike on Mon- 
day in front of Al Arab Al 
Yawm's building. 

“The council calls on all 
its fellow journalists and 
members of the [JPA’s] 
general asssembly to abide 
by its decision and take 
part in the strike, in a bid to 
help all those who lost 
their jobs. Those who 
refrain from participating 
will be under scrutiny," the 
statement said. 

The council had also 
called for a general meet- 
ing with the daily's 
employees to discuss ways 
to solve the issue, and brief 
those sacked on the earlier 
meeting with Hroub. 

On Sunday, however, the 
council retracted its plan to 
strike, saying an immediate 
strike was illegal under the 
Labour Law, and required a 
14-day announcement 
Instead, arrangements for 
an “open sit-in" on Tues- 
day morning were made by 
the JPA offer it obtained 
permission from Amman’s 
mayor, said JPA Deputy 
President Tareq Momani. 

On Monday AI Arab AI 
Yawm issued a counterat- 
tack and accused the JPA 
council of instigating 
mutiny. It also said that the 
association’s recent inter- 
est in the cause of those 
sacked was “in die first 


place for presidential cam- 
paign propaganda and last- 
ly for the sake of those who 
lost their jobs." 

It then ridiculed the JPA 
for cancelling its Monday 
one-day strike after it had 
"warned the council of the 
illegality of such an action 
under the Press and Publi- 
cations Law (PPD)." AI 
Arab Al Yawm said the 
council would have been 
liable for legal action and a 
JD5, 000- 1 0,000 fine if it 
had gone through with the 
strike. 

“The retracted decision, 
which is a victory for all 
the staff of the paper who 
bonded in support for their 
institution against the 
orchestrated baule by the 
JPA and other sides, and 
aimed at putting Al Arab Al 
Yawm off the market" the 
daily printed on Monday. 

Dismissing accusations 
by Al Arab AI Yawm. 
Sherif issued a statement 
on Monday evening saying 
the association strongly 
denies its action against the 
daily was part of the elec- 
tions campaign, or aimed 
at shutting down the paper. 
It also said the JPA has not 
retracted and will not 
retract its demands that all 
dismissed employees be 
allowed to return. 

Sharif said the strike was 
postponed because lawyers 


advised the action as a last 
resort, adding that their 
actions “were purely pro- 
fessional and for the rights 
of those fired." 

He called on all members 
to abide by the JPA’s deci- 
sions and participate in its 
measures against the daily 
for the sole interest of 
those who were fired. 

Momani reiterated 
Sherif ’s statement saying 
“that this was not an indi- 
vidual case. Rather, it 
includes everybody, and 
the JPA's actions were 
aimed to teach all media 
institutions not to resort to 
similar measures against 
its employees. 

He said the council was 
considering legal action 
against Hroub for defama- 
tion. 

According to a senior 
source at the paper, the 
board had met with ihe rest 
of the employees, who in 
turn seemed worried that 
they too might get the boot. 
The remaining employees 
attempted a handful' of 
strikes, demanding that 
their colleagues be 
relumed and" that all 
employees be given annual 
contracts. 

The attempts w'ere sub- 
dued after the board 
explained that “only those 
who proved to be incompe- 
tent and unproductive were 


sacked,” and gave assur- 
ances that “no one else 
would be fired" said the 
source, who requested 
anonymity. 

He explained that the dis- 
missal of ihe 17 was legal 
and that the Ministry of 
Labour, following a 
request from the dail>. 
advised its board that it 
legally could dismiss up to 
60 of their employees with- 
in the parametrex of the 
Labour Law. "Less than a 
third of that number were 
dismissed.” he told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

This is not the first tussle 
over employment at the 
paper. Last December 
Hroub sacked around 16 of 
the daily's non-editurial 
employees, and in Febru- 
ary he sacked the chief edi- 
tor, Saleh Qallab, and the 
responsible editor, Taher 
Ad wan. 

The paper went to press 
on Monday, publishing 
assurances from Hroub not 
to relinquish more employ- 
ees saying the restructuring 
phase is over, and that the 
paper will witness a quali- 
tative leap in all aspects, 
including for employees. 

Hroub owns shares in Al 
Arab Al Yawm, Al 
Masaiyah, the Arab Daily, 
and in weeklies Shihan, Al 
Bilad, Abed Rabbo and 
Hawadeth Al Sa'ah. 


Thespians find ‘boring and hideous scene’ 
in associations’ boycott of theatre festival 


By Dima Ham dan 

AMMAN — AI Fawanees 
Theatre Group, organiser of 
the 6th Amman 
. International Theatre Festi- 
val, issued a statement on 
Monday in response ' to a 
•boycott of the festival, 
launched by the “anti-nor- 
malisation committee" of 
Jordan’s 13 professional 
associations. 

The committee on Satur- 
day called for the boycott 
on grounds that the festival 
was “financed by foreign 
sources and that foreign 
groups participated in it.” 

Al Fawanees clearly 
implicated the Jordanian 
Artists Association as the 
perpetrator of the boycott 
and said that “the associa- 
tion is exploiting its dis- 
putes with the festival to 
publicise such allegations 
on behalf of the anti-nor- 
malisation committee.” 

Al Fawanees has often 


Do we pay 
those who 
stayed in 
their country 
by 

boycotting 
them and 
shutting 
doors? 

— Al Fawanees 


been attacked by the board 
of the Artists Association 
for procuring funds from 
“suspicious" foreign organ- 
isations and for “normalis- 
ing" ties with Israel by 
inviting theatre groups 
whose members are Arab 


Israelis. 

Al Fawanees dismissed 
the allegations in its state- 
ment, saying that the atti- 
tude of Arab Israelis 
against Israel's occupation 
[of Palestinian lands] is 
well-known. It called the 
allegations “pitiful.” . . 

Palestinian actors partici- 
pating in the festival were 
angered by the boycott. 

George Ibrahim, member 
of Al Qasaba Theatre 
Group from Jerusalem, 
stressed that the group rep- 
resents Palestine, regardless 
of the passports held by its 
members. 

“We represent Palestine 
wherever we go, and we are 
officially sent by the Pales- 
tinian Ministry of Culture," 
he said “We were also 
awarded the Palestine Prize 
for Theatre, which was pre- 
sented to us by Yasser 
Arafat." 

Allegations of the same 
nature were also nude in 


last year’s festival, targeting 
mainly the members of AI 
Qasaba. 

Al Qasaba participated in 
the Amman Theatre Festi- 
val, organised by the Artists 
Association in December, 
but no complaints were 
made at the time. .... 

Raeda Ghazaleh, a mem- 
ber of Inad Group from 
Palestine, shared the same 
sentiments with Ibrahim 
and stressed that Arab 
Israelis are struggling to 
maintain their identity as 
Palestinians. 

“They are Palestinians 
regardless of the documents 
that they are forced to 
hold,” she said. “They are 
the ones who refused to 
leave their land. We should 
not humiliate them.” 

The same view was 
expressed in the statement, 
which reads, “Do we pay 
those who stayed in their 
country by boycotting them 
and shutting doors?” 


As for the issue of fund- 
ing. Al Fawanees said it 
receives aid from organisa- 
tions such as the American 
Ford Foundation and the 
Swedish Sida Organisation. 
The statement stressed that 
such organisations “are not 
suspicious cuid their funds 
are not conditional." 

However, the statement 
called on those who have 
evidence in support of their 
allegations to step forward 
and prove them. 

Finally, the statement 
concluded by saying that 
the boycott is a “boring and 
hideous scene,” and that Al 
Fawanees hopes for a 
“more lively" atmosphere 
at the 7th Theatre Festival 
next year. 

There are three Palesti- 
nain groups pancipating in 
this year's festival: Al 
Qasaba, Theatre Day and 
Al Bavader. 


What's Going On 


FILMS 

• “Wild Strawberries” at Abdul Haraeed Shoman Foundation, Jabal 
Amman at 6:30 p.m. 

• German film “Spur der Steine" (with subtitles in English) at Goethe 
- Institut Jabal Amman on Wednesday, April 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

• “Phenomenon" at Books @Cafd, Jabal Amman at 8:30 p.m. (Tel. 
5650458) 

• .“First Knight” at the British Council, Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 
(Children’s film “The Magic of the Faraway Tree” will be screened on 
Wednesday, April 14 at 5:00 p.m.). 

LECTURE 

• Lecture about the work of Jordanian ceramist Mahmoud Taha by art 
critic Abdul Raouf Sboman at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeb at 6:00 p.m. 

AMMAN THEATRE FESTIVAL 

• Making Cartoon With Children” by Erling Ericksson at the Hayy 
Nazzal Development Centre, daily until April 14 (2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.). 

• Palestinian play “the Glass Caffi” at Osama Machini Theatre at 6:00 
p.m. Egyptian play “The Last Trip." Iraqi Play “Sidra" and Jordanian play 
"Shahazad's Dreams On Her Wedding Night" at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre at 6:00 p.m., 8:00 pan.. 7:30 p.m., and 9:00 p.m. respectively. 

EXHIBITIONS 

• Hand-painted ostrich eggs depicting wild animals of Jordan at the 
Jordan River Design (Tel. 533793 1/2), until April 13. 

•. Plastic art exhibition by Hussein Da’ssa entitled “Horizons of the 
Nineties" at Orient Gallery, Shmeisani, until April 20 (Tel. 56813034). . 

• Works by Jordanian ceramist Mahmoud Taha at Darat Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 4643251/2), until May 6. Also showing an exhibition 
of photographs by Jordanian artist Adnan Sharif entitled “Spring at Darat 
Al Funun," until May 6. 

• Works by Jordanian artist Shereen Audi Kundi al the French Cultur- 
al Centre, Jabal Amman, until April 28. 

• Display of Iraq Al Amir collection at the Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre of the Noor AI Hussein Foundation until April 29 (Tel. 5699141/2). 
(The exhibition includes handicraft, pottery, handwoven fabrics, cushions, 
handmade paper, and food). 

• “Amman... A Meeting Point" by Swedish artists Ann Edholm and 
Hakan Rhenberg at Darat AI Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until April 22. 


Jordan’s museum curators: 


Women of exceptional taste in more ways than one 


By Dana Cbarkasi 

AMMAN — A Ful- 
brighr senior scholar, 
researching museums 
and art in the Middle 
East in order to publish a 
book on the issue, on 
Saturday stressed the 
importance of women 
pioneers who helped 
shape cultural institu- 
tions in Jordan. 

In a lecture entitled 
“Museums and Art in 
Jordan: A Personal Jour- 
ney,” organised by the 
Binational Fulbright 
Commission in Jordan 
and held ar the Darat Al 
Funun, scholar Carol 
Malt said she learned 
that more women work 
as administrators and 
curators in the Middle 
East than in both Ameri- 
ca and Europe, a finding 
that piqued her interest 

‘«s a retired museum 
director myself, and as a 
writer, I wanted to com- 
bine the things that I 
like. I have always been 
interested in the Middle 
East and its art, and as a 
woman and former 
museum director, I am 
interested in women’s 
role in the arts,” she said. 

There are 32 operating 
museums and eight in 
the development stage in 
Jordan: 16 museums fall 
under the archaeology 
and antiquities division 


while seven exhibit folk- 
lore. Only two museums 
feature contemporary 
art. 

According to Malt 
Jordanians perceive 
museums a place to 
“recover a sense of 
belonging to local histo- 
ry and traditions,” and a 
place for old things that 
“show the past and items 
we don’t use anymore.” 

As most of the muse- 
ums' audiences are 
tourists, the role of 
museums as a major 
tourist asset and revenue 
source was realised by 
museum curators and 
administrators. 

Malt said the basic 
professional needs of 
Jordanian museums are 
similar those of Ameri- 
can ones: funding, tech- 
nology, and training. 

Malt also found that 
most local museums 
focus on the discovery, 
conservation and identi- 
fication of art and arte- 
facts, and less on educa- 
tional programmes and 
development Also the 
more contemporary the 
purpose of the museum, 
the more contemporary 
the technology 

employed there and the 
greater the number of 
publications of the insti- 
tution. 

Malt said she has 
noticed an increasing 


trend to incorporate 
museums into existing 
ancient sites such as the 
folklore museum and the 
museum of popular tra- 
ditions flanking the 
Roman Amphitheatre in 
downtown Amman. 

The scholar lauded the 
creative adaptation of 
older homes into muse- 
ums, such as the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine 
Arts, which was the for- 
mer home of Raouf Abu 
Jaber, and the old Turk- 
ish fon in Irbid that is 
currently being renovat- 
ed to host a new archae- 
ological museum. 

She interviewed 26 
women who were either 
museum founders, cura- 
tors or administrators. 
Several were collectors, 
art activists and art edu- 
cators. 

“I wanted to find out 
the women’s involve- 
ment why they chose 
museum work, their 
accomplishments, posi- 
tions they hold or aspire 
to, their training, their 
influence in planning or 
decision-making, their 
status in the museum 
work, and their future 
goals," she told the audi- 
ence. 

Malt found- that many 
women working in 
museums needed help in 
muselogical training, 
procuring books and 


practical advice. Fur- 
thermore, they expressed 
a need for technology, 
computers and software. 

Most women inter- 
viewed varied in age, but 
typically were married 
and held a bachelors 
degree in archaeology 
from the University of 
Jordan, or degrees in 
law, art or political sci- 
ence. Many began their 
involvement in this field 
in ihe 1970s. Also, none 
belonged to any Jordan- 
ian women's organisa- 
tions. 

Most commonly 
responded that they 
became involved in 
museum worke because 
of an interest in archae- 
ology or because they 
“love that work." Some 
women said they were 
inspired by their parents, 
and most said that their 
families supported their 
career. 

Malt found out that 
most interviewees, when 
asked about their person- 
al goals and challenges, 
described the needs of 
their institutions rather 
than their own personal 
goals, which were mod- 
est 

None of the women 
said she had been subject 
to gender discrimination, 
although two admitted 
that there might have 
been in the past some 


preference for retired 
army officers. 

Malt said some of the 
women interne wed had 
exceptional tastes and 
unusual interests. One, 
for example, said she 
loves to take a spoon full 
of honey every morning 
to the extent that she 
takes honey with her 
when she travels. Anoth- 
er keeps an ostrich and a 
peacock in the garden: 
one collects stones; one 
likes burnt food; one col- 
lects miniatures and doll 
houses, one mokes pup- 
pets and gives puppet 
shows, and one collects 
costumes. 

Some women pioneers 
in the arts sector in Jor- 
dan were mentioned in 
Malt's speech: HRH 

Princess Wijdan Ali, 
who founded the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine 
Arts, Suha Shoman, 
founder of Darat AI 
Funun, Hidea Abaza. 
who founded the Folk- 
lore Museum. Saadia Al 
Tell, founder of the Jor- 
dan Museum of Popular 
Tradition, Aida 

Naghawi, who founded 
the Islamic Museum, 
and Nazraiah Rida, 
founder of the King 
Abdullah Museum in 
Ma’an. Many other 
women deserved credit 
for their participation in 
the development of art 


and cultural institutions 
in Jordan, she added, 
such as collector Widad 
Kawar, arts activist Hind 
Nasser, arts educator 
Sarnia Zaru. an dealer 
Nuha Baishon, and artist 
and teacher Fahrelnissa 
Zeid. 

Malt said that much 
more could be done to 
encourage Jordanians to 
visit museums. 

“Museums are such a 
resource here, especially 
for young people,’’ Malt 
told the Jordan Times 
following the lecture. 
She added that although 
the national curriculum 
included museum visita- 
tions, this wasn't always 
implemented. 

Malt also said that she 
“would like to see more 
contemporary art muse- 
ums. and galleries. The 
private sector should 
take over and develop 
that sector." 

Asked for her opinion 
regarding the role of 
women played in the arts 
sector in Jordan, Malt 
said that she hadn't 
come to any conclusion 
about that yet. Most 
answers she had 
received about that mat- 
ter were “women are 
better at this kind of 
thing than men." 
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Four die in German 
monorail plunge 



WUPPERTAL, Germany 
(R) — Four people died and 
50 others were injured on 
Monday when a German 
monorail train packed with 
commuters fell from its sus- 
pension rail and plunged 10 
metres into a river. 

State prosecutors suspect- 
ed the accident may have 
been caused by mainte- 
nance work being carried 
out on the historic 
Schwebebahn, or hanging 
railway, which opened in 
the Ruhr Valley town of 
Wuppertal almost a century 
ago. An inquiry was 
launched. 

The incident came less 
than a year after Germany's 
worst ever rail disaster, 
when 101 died near Lhe 
northern town of Eschede as 
a high-speed Inter-City 
Express (ICE), flagship of 
the Deutsche Bahn state 
network, flew off the tracks. 

Bystanders in Wuppertal 
said they heard a loud bang 
as the blue and orange loco- 
motive and its two carriages 
broke free of the overhead 
monorail and crashed 
through a large hot water 
pipe "directly below the 
track, plunging into the 


river. 

‘There was a bang. Boom. 
I looked around for a car 
crash but saw nothing,” said 
Hasson Akca. who said the 
accident happened around 
5.45 a.m. (0345 GMT). 
“Then I heard people in the 
train screaming, trying to 
smash open the windows.” 
Helicopters carried the 
worst casualties to hospital. 
Police said rescue was hin- 
dered because the river was 
some four metres below the 
street level embankment. 

Two bodies were recov- 
ered at the scene and one 
passenger died in hospital. 
A fourth body, that of a 
woman, was only later 
recovered, some 500 metres 
downriver. 

The distinctive 

Schwebebahn snakes its 
way through the busy indus- 
trial Ruhr conurbation, fol- 
lowing the River Wupper. It 
has become a curio for 
tourists but remains mainly 
used for commuter traffic. 
Officials said 54 people 
were aboard at the time. 

Germans' confidence in 
their extensive and heavily 
used railway system, at the 
heart of the European net- 


work, was rocked by the 
Eschede disaster, which was 
caused by a faulty wheel. 

A number of other minor 
accidents have claimed lives 
in recent months, prompting 
trade unions to accuse man- 
agers of cutting back on 
jobs and safety spending to 
prepare for privatisation, 
which the °ovemment plans 
by 2002. 

The Schwebebahn was 
opened in 1901 and has one 
of the best safety records of 
any line in Germany. 

Police said a hook left on 
the line after weekend 
maintenance work, part of a 
major long-term overhaul, 
could have caused the loco- 
motive to buck free of the 
rail. 

“The hook is certainly a 
clue at least," said police 
spokesman Juergen 

Bremrae. “That had no 
business being there.” 

Only a handful other inci- 
dents have been recorded on 
the line. In 1950. a circus 
elephant called Tuffie was 
riding the Schwebebahn for 
a publicity stunt when it 
unexpectedly leaped free 
into the river below. The 
animal was unharmed. 


Russia supports alliance with 
Yugoslavia, but not immediately 


MOSCOW lAP) — Russia 
favours the idea of incorpo- 
rating Yugoslavia into an 
alliance that already includes 
Russia and Belarus, but 
membership can’t be granted 
instantaneously, the foreign 
minister said on Monday. 

Yugoslavia’s federal par- 
liament voted Monday to 
join the Slavic Union, appar- 
ently with an eye towards 
receiving military help from 
Russia and Belarus to stop 
NATO strikes against 
Yugoslavia. 

Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic request- 
ed membership in a letter to 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin that was delivered to 
the Russian foreign ministry 
on Sunday. 

“Moscow positively 
regards the idea of 
Yugoslavia's membership in 
the union of Russia and 
Belarus, and corresponding 
orders have been given to 
study this issue,” Russian 
told reporters Foreign 
Minister Igor Ivanov 
Monday. 

But Ivanov and other 
Russian officials have cau- 
tioned Yugoslavia that mem- 
bership can't be granted 
quickly. Ivanov said last 
week that NATO operations 
against Yugoslavia were 
likely to be over before the 
country could be included in 
an expanded union. 


Russia and Belarus had 
haggled for months before 
the union deal was complet- 
ed in 1997, and the incorpo- 
ration of Yugoslavia into the 
alliance could present even 
more difficulties than the 
original agreement. 

Even if Yugoslavia is 
admitted, it wouldn't auto- 
matically mean military aid. 
The union calls for military 
cooperation, among other 
things, but also envisions 
extensive political and eco- 
nomic ties, including the 
possibility of a single cur- 
rency. 

The Russia-Belarus union 
remains largely an agree- 
ment on paper. Both coun- 
tries have deeply troubled 
economies and neither has 
been able to offer much 
assistance to the other. 

Ivanov reiterated that 
Russia doesn't want to get 
involved in the Yugoslav 
conflict militarily and “tar- 
gets all its efforts" at pre- 
venting the conflict from 
spreading. 

Russian navy command 
said Monday that no addi- 
tional Russian warships have 
followed the lone intelli- 
gence ship that has been sent 
to the Adriatic. 

Several Russian warships 
in the Black Sea fleet ships 
were on standby and ready 
to sail, but no order has been 
given to send them, the navy 


command said. 

The idea of a union 
between Russia. Belarus and 
Yugoslavia is popular among 
many politicians in Russia, 
though some, including 
president Boris Yelisin, have 
said that now is not the best 
time to consider it 

The notion of a Slavic 
union is particularly popular 
among Russian 

Communists, who regret the 
breakup of the Soviet Union. 

However, liberals have 
warned that Russia should 
be wary of aligning itself 
with Belarus’ authoritarian 
President Alexander 

Lukashenko. Lukashenko is 
a big supporter of the union 
treaty, and wants to unite his 
country with Russia. 

Also on Monday, a convoy 
of Russian trucks carrying 
aid to Yugoslavia was 
allowed to pass through 
Hungary, after Moscow 
threatened a strong response 
if the matter wasn’t quickly 
resolved. 

Hungary stopped the con- 
voy Sunday after identifying 
five trucks as military vehi- 
cles. Hungarian officials said 
the five armour-plated vehi- 
cles in the convoy violated 
the international arms 
embargo on Yugoslavia. 

Hungary allowed the con- 
voy — minus the armour- 
plated vehicles — to proceed 
Monday. 


Blair launches 4-pronged 
election campaign 


LONDON t R * — British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
on Monday launched his 
Labour Party on a four- 
pronged campaign for elec- 
tions in local government, 
Scotland. Wales and Europe 
in tlje next two months. 

Together the polls will 
give a sweeping verdict on 
his co\emmenL it* first real 
test after two years in power. 

Blair told Labour candi- 
dates to fight on the govern- 
ment's record — an extra 40 
billion pounds ($65 billion) 
earmarked for health and 
education, a minimum 
wage, a halting of youth 
unemployment, lower tax 
and interest rates and the 
biggest increase ever in 
child benefit. 

"New Labour is establish- 
ing itself as die party of eco- 
nomic competence in 
Britain today." he told a 
news conference. 

With Labour defending 
landslide local government 
gains four years ago and 
u ith a new proportional vot- 
ing system in place for the 
European parliament, the 
party admits it is bound to 
lose seals. 

Deputy Prime Minister 


John Prescott said that in 
local elections in 1995 
Labour gained 2.000 seats 
and won control of 42 local 
councils. 24 of which had 
never previously been in 
Labour hands. 

“We know it is going to be 
tough to repeat that perfor- 
mance." he said. 

One Labour official said 
the party could lose as many 
as 1.000 seats. The party 
will do its best to massage 
down expectations ahead of 
the vote but the opposition 
conservatives have set them- 
selves a target of a net gain 
of SG0 seats. 

The official said the tradi- 
tionally low turnout for 
local elections would also 
hurt labour. The litmus test 
would be how well the 
Conservatives did in south- 
ern England, their tradition- 
al heartland. 

Voting for local councils 
will take place on May 6. 
the same day as elections for 
the first Scottish parliament 
in 300 years and for a 
devolved assembly in 
Wales. Elections to the 
European parliament are 
due a month later. 

Labour's main challenge 


in Scotland comes from the 
pro-independence Scottish 
National Party. In an attempt 
to mark its differences from 
Labour, the SNP has said it 
will reverse a planned cut of 
one percentage point in the 
basic rate of income tax. 

An opinion poll in the 
Sunday Herald newspaper 
gave Labour a 14 percent- 
age point lead over the SNP 
north of the border. 

But under a complicated 
system, which boasts con- 
stituency seats and a top-up 
system to reflect the vote 
more fairly, that would leave 
it just short of a majority in 
the 129-member Edinburgh 
parliament 

In Wales, Labour is tradi- 
tionally dominant but is 
struggling to unite party 
activists after a long and bit- 
ter fight between rival can- 
didates to lead the party in 
the New Cardiff assembly. 

Labour’s main rival in 
Wales is the Nationalist 
Party Plaid Cymru, which it 
is tagging with the same 
“separatist" label as the SNP 
in Scotland. “Divorce is a 
costly business.” Blair said. 


Three firemen stand at the wreck of a monorail train which fell 10 metres into the 
River Wupper in the town of Wuppertal north of Cologne April 12 (Reuters photo) 

N. Ireland gears up another 
bid to salvage peace process 


BELFAST (AFP) — 
Northern Ireland leaders 
geared up Monday for a 
new round of talks this 
week to salvage the peace 
process, with the IRA 
under intense pressure to 
give up at least some of its 
weapons. 

Protestant Unionists, the 
moderate Catholic Social 
Democratic and Labour 
Party (SDLP) and the Irish 
Republican .Army’s politi- 
cal wing Sinn Fein were all 
holding internal party talks 
on Monday to discuss strat- 
egy. 

On Tuesday, their leaders 
meet again to consider a 
last-ditch Anglo-Irish plan 
to pluck the peace process 
out of the mire in which it 
has become bogged down 
since last year’s historic 
Good Friday accord. 

Mo Mowlam, Britain's 
minister responsible for 
Northern Ireland, will chair 
a series of inter-party’ meet- 
ings with Irish Foreign 
Minister David Andrews 
and his junior minister. Liz 
O'Donnell. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and his Irish 
counterpart Bertie Ahem 
are expected to fly to the 
province on Thursday to try 
to speed up talks. 

The bickering that has 
blocked the formation of a 
power-sharing government 
in the British-ruled 
province since last year has 
been the paramilitaries’ 
refusal to hand over any 


weapons. 

Sinn Fein has long point- 
ed out that last year's deal 
specified only an end date 
for decommissioning — 
the middle of next year — 
rather than a start. 

But two weeks ago. after 
.intensive talks including 
the British and Irish pre- 
miers, a new declaration 
required the IRA to put at 
least some of its arms 
“beyond use” to secure 
Sinn Fein's participation in 
the government, in which it 
would have two seats on a 
10-strong executive. 

Although the Unionist 
party has not formally 
accepted the declaration, it 
was a significant boost for 
its leader David Trimble. 

Under heavy pressure 
from his party rank and file 
not to compromise, the 
First Minister of the 
Protestant-majority 
province had refused to 
form an executive without a 
start to decommissioning. 

However the IRA says it 
is “unimpressed" with the 
so-called Hillsborough 
Declaration, which Sinn 
Fein has rejected as “unac- 
ceptable." 

Loyalist paramilitaries, 
the Ulster Volunteer Force 
and Red Hand Commando, 
have also ruleti out a 
weapons handover. 

Both sides continued 
Monday to blame each 
other for the impasse. 

Sinn Fein chairman 
Mitchel McLaughlin com- 


plained of the “very signif- 
icant problems" created by 
Trimble's “misinterpreta- 
tion” of last year's accord. 

“I think if that position 
remains, it really is gen- 
uinely difficult to see how 
we can work this out,” he 
told BBC radio. • 

Trimble hit back, .telling 
the same programme that 
the difficulty was “Sinn 
Fein's interpretation of the 
(Good Friday) agreement,” 

He said the Hillsborough 
Declaration merely “under- 
lined” the obligation of the 
paramilitaries to disarm. 

Trimble said he thought 
he had detected a softening 
in the IRA stance, as its 
outright refusal to decom- 
mission under any circum- 
stances had not been 
repeated by republicans in 
the past two weeks. 

Seamus Mallon, deputy 
leader of the SDLP and 
Trimble's number two in 
the shadow Northern 
Ireland government, also 
demanded IRA compli- 
ance. 

“I am unimpressed by the 
clarity with which they 
have expressed their unim- 
pressiveness," he told Irish 
radio, insisting the declara- 
tion was “not a rewriting" 
of the Good Friday accord. 

Instead, it sought to clari- 
fy “the context” in which 
decommissioning could 
take place and the dates for 
the new administration to 
get up and running, be said. 


Yeltsin says impeachment debate 
should take place now or never 


MOSCOW (AP) — 
President Boris Yelisin said 
a looming impeachment 
debate should take place 
soon as scheduled or be 
dropped completely, the 
Kremlin said Monday. 

Parliament's lower house 
is tentatively scheduled to 
begin the impeachment 
debate Thursday, but law- 
makers are still discussing 
the possibility of postpon- 
ing it. 

Leaders of the various 
factions were meeting 
Monday to decide how to 
proceed. 

Yeltsin, meanwhile, 
spoke with the speaker of 
parliament, Gennady 
Seleznyov, and said the 
impeachment issue should 
be debated now or dropped 
altogether, the presidential 
press service said. 

Yeltsin's supporters — 


and even a few of his rivals 
— have called on the state 
Duma to put off the debate, 
saying it could ’ further 
destabilise Russia's politi- 
cal situation. . 

The Communist-led 
National Patriotic Union of 
Russia decided Monday 
that it would not agree to 
postpone the debate, leader 
Gennady Zyuganov 'said, 
according to the ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

He said his grouping 
would continue to press for 
an open vote — which 
. would be key to ensuring 
that no party members 
defect and quietly vote 
against impeachment. In a 
procedural vote Friday, the 
Communists failed to get 
enough votes to change the 
vote from a .secret to an 
open ballot. 

The impeachment 


motion is considered 
unlikely to succeed, but 
Yeltsin’s frequent illnesses 
and the nation's economic 
crisis have weakened his 
' authority and mode his 
ouster more likely than it 
once was. 

The motion must win a 
two-thirds majority in both 
houses of parliament and 
approval by Russia's two 
highest courts. 

A Duma panel has 
changed Yeltsin with insti- 
gating the 1991 Soviet col- 
lapse, improperly using 
force against hard-line law- 
makers in 1993. launching 
the botched war in 

Chechenya. bringing the 
nation's military to ruin 
and waging genocide 

against the Russian people 
by pursuing economic 

policies that impoverished 
the country. 


Accord signed on return of 
Congolese refugees 

KINSHASA (AFP) — Congolese refugees settled across the 
Congo river in B as -Congo province of die Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) may retnm horae with UN. help, 
the ACP news agency reported here Monday. DRC Health 
Minister Mashako Mamba, his' welfare counterpart from 
Congo, Leon Alfred Ophnba, and the regional delegate of die 
UN. High Commissioner tor Refugees (UNHCR), Darioush 
Bayandor. signed a voluntary repatriation pact after a three-day 
working session, the official news agency said They agreed 
that “at present and while waiting for the appropriate condi- 
tions for organised and assisted repatriation are met, the 
UNHCR will fariliiate the return of any refugee who express- 
es the desire to go bone in foil knowledge of the circum- 
stances" ACP added Tens of thousands of Congolese fled into 
neighbouring DRC last" December because of heavy fighting 
between the troops of President Denis Sassou Ngnesso and ex- 
Prime Minister Bernard Kbtelas, who was ousted with then 
president Pascal Lissouba in a 1997 civil war. The terms of 
“facilitation" of the spontaneous and voluntary return of 
refugees were decided by a tripartite commission, and 
UNHCR assistance will be limited to transport and resettle- 
ment. the agency said 

Army searches for FARC leader linked 
to executions of U.S. nationals 

BOGOTA (AFP) — The Colombian Armed Forces has dis- 
patched an elite squad to the northeast of the country to track 
down leftist rebel leader German Briceno, according to army 
sources. The squad comprising members of the army, navy 
and air force, is scouring the area on the Venezuelan border for 
the guerrilla leader from the Revolutionary Aimed Fences of 
Colombia (FARC), a spokesman for the Army's 18 th brigade 
told radio stations Sunday. Colombian authorities believe 
Briceno, who also goes by the alias Grannobles. is responsible 
for tiie murder of three U.S. activists in March. The three, 
Terence Freitas, 24, Laheenae Gay, 39. and Ingrid 
Washinawatock, 41. who were working with Andean natives, 
were kidnapped by FARC rebels on Feb. 25. Their bodies, rid- 
dled with bullets and bearing signs of torture, were found 
March 4 just inside Venezuela's bonier with Colombia. The 
FARC insists that the murders were a “grave mistake” and has 
pledged to punish a lower-ranking officer for the atrocity. 
FARC chief Manuel Marubnda sad Friday he would 
announce the sentence to be handed down to Commander 
Glldardo in the Dext two months. But Colombia's military high 
command and U.S. authorities insists that Grannobles. brother 
of the second-highest ranking FARC commander, is responsi- 
ble for die brutal murders. Washington, winch called on 
Bogota to arrest and extradite the culprits to the United States, 
suspended peace contacts with the insurgents that it established 
in Costa Rica in December 1998 in the wake of the crime. The 
FARC leadership has steadfastly refused to hand over the cul- 
prits. saying they will be dealt with by revolutionary justice. 

China develops first software 
to clamp down on Internet porn 

BEIJING (AFP) Chinese technicians have developed die 
country's first software programme to damp down on increas- 
ing pornography oh the Internet, the Peoples Daily said 
Monday. The programme, developed by researchers at 
Qinghua University, uses aitifidal intelligence technology to 
analyse data being downloaded off the Internet as wdl as on 
CD-roms or floppy discs. It can detect pornographic texts in 
both English and Chinese, and if anything suspect is found the 
programme automatically shuts down the computer. Once 
installed, the programme can only be removed by using a pass- 
word. Researchers are now working on a programme which 
can detect pornographic pictures which cany no text content, 
the Orinese-language daily said. It did not specify whether the 
programme was to go on general sale, but said it came as 
experts believed children could be exposed to pornographic 
web sites, with Internet use becoming more widespread in the 
country. After months of delay, China has begun moves to 
speed up development of the Internet, but without renouncing 
its control over content to screen out politically sensitive mate- 
rial. Providers of Internet services in Chinese have grown 
rapidly in recent months and the known number of users dou- 
bled lost year to reach 2.1 million in December. Official fore- 
casts predict more than four million users by the end of the year 
and 10 million in 2002. - 

Malaysian anti-smuggling unit 
seizes 2,400 snakes 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — A Malaysian anti- 
smuggling unit seized about 2,400 snakes worth about $20,000 
from a truck near the Malaysia-Thai border, a news repeat said 
Monday. Police spokesman Mobd Yusoff Disa said die unit! 
acting on a tipoff, waylaid the' truck and found the serpents in 
400 boxes. A 28-year-old man was detained while another, 
believed to be the drives, fled, the national news agency 
Bemama said. The reptiles were believed to have been smug- 
gled in from a neighbouring country for export to third coun- 
tries like China, Singapore and Hong Kong, the spokesman 
said, the flesh of snakes is considered by some to be a rejuve- 
naior. Some men consider tbeir flesh to be an aphrodisiac. The 
authorities, however, consider the smuggling of snakes a crime, 
as some species are protected by law. 

S. African photographer 
stabbed to death in his home 

CAPE TOWN (AFP) — Acclaimed South African sport and 
news photographer John Rubython was stabbed to death by an 
intruder in his Cape Town home eady on Monday, police said. 
Rubython, 58, was confronted by a man with a knife after he 
heard a noise in the house in the early hours of the morning and 
went to investigate, police spokesman Captain Mark 
Rombuigh said. He was calling to his girlfriend, Melanie 
Jonkers. to telephone the police when the intruder stabbed him 
in the chest. He was rushed to a nearby hospital where he died. 
Rubython. who emigrated to South Africa from Britain in the 
1970s, became one of the first photographers in the country to 
be hired by French photographic agency Sygma. He was chief 
photographer at the local Cape Tunes newspaper from 1979 to 
1984 before moving on to cover several wars in Africa and fur- 
tber afield, including the conflict in Afghanistan. Rubython 
sold many of his war images to international news agencies, 
television producer and colleague Rashied Lombard said. He 
won several South African awards for his sports photography 
Last year he joined an independent television channel as a 
news producer. He also ran an agency in Cape Town during the 
apartheid years that trained young black photographers. 

leagues Monday expressed tbeir shock at his 
deaUL voytyset by this. It is a terrible tiring to ban. 
pen to anybody. He did not deserve this,” Cape Town nhotriT 
^ fa— ■. Press co 
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Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad (second right) is greeted hy a young boy while his wile Siti Hasmah 
Ali (second left l and hospital staffs look on as he leaves the hospital In Kuala Lumpur (Reuters photo) 


Malaysian PM released from hospital 


* 





KUALA LUMPUR (AP) 
— Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad was 
discharged on Monday 
after a 10-day hospital 
stay for a severe lung 
infection. Malaysia's gov- 
ernment news agency 
reported. 

The 73-vear-old leader 
was admitted to the 
national heart institute on 
April 2 with a serious case 
of bronchitis. He had not 
been seen by the public 
until Friday, when he 
appeared on national tele- 
vision still weak and pale, 
saying he hoped to return 
to work soon. 


The Be mam a news 
agency gave few details on 
his release, except that 
doctors advised Mahathir 
to rest at home before 
resuming work. 

Just before his dis- 
charge. Mahathir was paid 
a half-hour visit by 
Malaysian King Tuanku 
Ja'afar, during which he 
looked “cheerful." 

Bemama reported. 

"I am not allowed to 
receive visitors until I 
have recovered fully.” 
Mahathir told Bemama. 
mentioning his apprecia- 
tion for the doctors and 
staff “who have treated me 


so well." He said that he 
had been free of a fever 
from a viral infection for 
the last three days and was 
undergoing physiotherapy. 

Aides said Mahathir, 
who underwent triple 
bypass surgeiy in 1989, 
was hospitalised at the 
bean institute because his 
doctors and medical 
records are there. His 
seclusion had fuelled 
speculation that his condi- 
tion was more serious than 
reported. 

Mahathir, Asia’s longest 
serving ruler, usually leads 
a hectic schedule and bis 
illness has raised concern 


ahead of a general election 
scheduled for April 2000. 

There was speculation 
that his doctors may have 
wanted to keep him 
secluded during what is 
expected to be an intense 
week in the southeast 
Asian nation's capital. 

A high court judge is 
expected to give his ver- 
dict on Wednesday in the 
sensational corruption 
trial of Anwar Ibrahim, 
whom Mahathir sacked as 
his deputy in September. 
Opposition groups have 
planned demonstrations 
and the mood in the capi- 
tal is tense. 
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Total of 23 skeletons found in Tamil city 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka (AP) 
— Seven more skeletons have 
been found in a sewage pit in 
a sports stadium in the north- 
ern Tamil city of Jaffna, rais- 
ing to 23 the number of 
human remains discovered in 
the last week, officials said 
Monday. 

The excavation at the 
Durayappa stadium in Jaffna, 
300 kilometres north of 
Colombo, began last week 
after municipal workers 
noticed a few bones when 
cleaning the pit. 

In the first three days. 16 


skeletons were recovered, and 
seven more were found over 
the weekend, said an official 
on condition of anonymity. 

Government officials have 
declined to comment on 
skeletons, beyond saying they 
were being brought to 
Colombo for investigation. 

The startling discovery 
came amidst preparations to 
exhume an alleged mass grave 
at Chenmani. about 10 kilo- 
metres from the stadium, 
where a convicted soldier tes- 
tified in court that he had 
helped bury more than -400 


bodies of people killed in cus- 
tody. 

The Chenmani excavation 
will start June 16, nearly a 
year after the soldier levelled 
the charges against the mili- 
tary. He was convicted of rap- 
ing and murdering a Tiuntl 
girl. 

Relatives of missing people 
have claimed more than 600 
persons were taken away by 
the military after the city was 
captured from Tamil rebels in 
1996. The battle for Jaffna 
was one of the bloodiest in die 
16-year ethnic war that is still 


underway. 

Major General Lohan 
Gunawardhane said recently 
only 300 complaints have 
been lodged about missing 
persons, and most of them 
apparently fled Jaffna and 
could be living in rebel-held 
territory. 

Tamil rebels are waging a 
separatist campaign, saying 
Tamils are discriminated 
against by the Sinhalese 
majority. Tamils make up 18 
per cent of the country's 18 
million people and the 
Sinhalese are 76 per cent 


4 killed in new E. Timor 


clashes 


DILI, East Timor (R> — 
At least four people died 
on Monday in separate 
clashes in the disputed 
territory of East Timor, 
where hundreds of pro- 
Jakarta loyalists rallied in 
the capital Dili, saying 
they were ready for war. 

Indonesian troops killed 
two pro-independence 
guerrillas in a firefight in 
Talimoro village near 
Ermera, 25 km southwest 
of Dili, the Armed Forces 
(ABRI) said in a state- 
ment. 

ABR1 also said guerril- 
las shot dead a former 
East Timorese district 
head and an Indonesian 
soldier in a separate attack 
on a vehicle in Bacau. 
Both incidents occurred 
early Monday morning. 

There has been a surge 
of violence since Jakarta 
ended 23 years of opposi- 
tion and said it may let the 
former Portuguese colony 
go it alone. 

The mounting violence 
has raised doubts about 
the viability of a United 
Nations-sponsored ballot 
for East Timorese to 
choose whether they want 
independence or more 


autonomy within 

Indonesia. 

Portuguese envoy to 
Indonesia Ana Gomes on 
Monday accused certain 
groups of trying to sabo- 
tage the U.N.-sponsored 
process through violence, 
the official Antara news 
agency reported. 

Gomes, without giving 
details, said there was a 
group who “plays a game” 
in East Timor while 
Indonesia and Portugal 
make an effort for peace. 
Antara gave no further 
details. 

Indonesian Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas said 
tie hoped details of the 
autonomy offer could be 
completed by the end of 
April. 

Alatas was due to meet 
his Portuguese counter- 
part. Jaime Gama, on 
April 22 in New York. 

“This concept will be 
completed by the end of 
April and there will be a 
direct vote in July," Alatas 
told reporters afrer a cabi- 
net meeting. 

But he repeated earlier 
warnings that the violence 
cast doubt over whether 
the vote could go ahead. 


“We have to see first 
whether it can be achieved 
or not, I can’t promise it.” 

In Dili, hundreds of pro- 
Jakarta loyalists rallied 
outside the beachfront 
office of the Jakarta- 
appointed governor, say- 
ing they were ready for 
war with pro-indepen- 
dcace groups. 

“We are ready to face 
che pro-independence 
groups who have been 
ordered by Xanana to take 
up arms.” a pro-Jakarta 
militia leader. Eurico 
Guterres, told the crowd. 

Detained rebel leader 
Xanana Gusmao last week 
called on East Timorese to 
take up arms against 
Indonesia and its support- 
ers in retaliation for 
mounting violence from 
East Timorese backing 
Jakarta's rule of the for- 
mer Portuguese territory. 

Since then, loyalist mili- 
tiamen have attacked sev- 
eral pro-independence 
areas, killing scores of 
civilians. But there have 
been no reported offen- 
sives by pro-indepen- 
dence forces. 

The core guerrilla force 
numbers fewer than 200, 


with less than that number 
of guns. They are backed 
by civil groups armed 
mainly with machetes and 
homemade spears and 
bows and arrows. 

With the military and 
pro-Jakarta militias con- 
trolling the roads, it was 
difficult for the pro-inde- 
pendence groups to 
muster any substantial 
gathering, diplomats say. 

Dili was culm on 
Monday following week- 
end reports by pro-inde- 
pendencc groups that sol- 
diers killed 13 civilians 
travelling in a minibus in 
Ermera. 

The deaths could not be 
verified by independent 
groups and military and 
police officials were not 
available for comment. 

Last week, Jakarta loy- 
alists kilted 25 people in 
Liquisa town. East 
Timorese spiritual leader 
Bishop Carlos BeJo has 
said. 

Indonesia invaded the 
eastern half of Timor 
island in 1975 and 
annexed it the following 
year in a move not recog- 
nised by the United 
Nations. 


Vajpayee ‘battling’ to save his government 


NEW DELHI (AP) — 
Prime Minister Aral 
Behan Vajpayee met 
India's president Monday 
as he battled to save his 
year-old government fol- 
lowing his estrangement 
with a powerful regional 
ally. 

A spokesman said 
Vajpayee and his top min- 
isters briefed President 
K.R. Narayanan on the 
political situation, and 
claimed the government 
had the backing to survive 
the threat. “We have the 
majority. We will prove it 
when it is required,” M. 
Venkaih Naidu. 

Vajpayee was accompa- 
nied by L.K. Advani. the 
minister responsible for 
law and order, and P. 
Kumaramangalam, who 
orchestrates the govern- 
ment's business in parlia- 
ment. 

Narayanan is a ceremo- 
nial figurehead, but he 
will play an important 
role in case the Vajpayee 
government loses its 
majority in parliament 
and falls. Narayanan will 
be required to assess vari- 
ous claimants to power. 

The Vajpayee govern- 


ment could face a vote of 
confidence as early as this 
week. 

Kumaramangalam said 
earlier the government is 
banking on a large num- 
ber of abstentions for its 
survival if it is put to a test 
of confidence. 

Hoping to cash in on 
Vajpayee’s personal popu- 
larity. his party is caution- 
ing others to think of the 
alternative. That would be 
a government under 
Congress Party leader 
Sonia Gandhi, the Italian- 
born widow of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi who has held no 
elected office and has 
never been directly 
responsible for conduct- 
ing national or interna- 
tional affairs. 

“No vote in parliament 
is sterile. It is connected 
to the overall situation 
whether lawmakers are 
willing to risk another 
government," said 

Kumaramangalam. “The 
government will be rely- 
ing heavily on absten- 
tions.” he told reporters. 

A large regional party 
from south India has 
threatened to withdraw 


from the ruling coalition, 
which could precipitate its 
collapse after parliament 
reconvenes on Thursday. 
Vajpayee's Bharatiya 
Janata Party needs to win 
over smaller opposition 
parties to offset the loss, 
or at least persuade them 
to abstain. 

Vajpayee may draw 
some benefits from 
Sunday's test launch of a 
new generation missile. 
He is projecting the test as 
a matter of national pres- 
tige and self-reliance. It 
comes II months after 
India conducted under- 
ground nuclear explo- 
sions, which proved huge- 
ly popular with the public. 

With only days left 
before parliament meets, 
the political scenario was 
still confused. "Currently, 
the strategy is to bring 
down the BJP-led govern- 
ment first and then fight 
for the spoils," said Arun 
Nehru, a former leader of 
the opposition Congress 
Party. 

Jayaram Jayalalitha. the 
madras-based leader who 
precipitated the crisis, 
was due to hold a round of 
talks in New Delhi before 


finally deciding whether 
to puli out ol* the coali- 
tion. She already has 
withdrawn her ministers 
from the Vajpayee govern- 
ment and has begun talk- 
ing with Sonia Gandhi. 

The coalition has a slim 
majorin’ of 276 seats in 
the 545-seat Lok Subha. 
the lower house of parlia- 
ment. Jayalalitha controls 
1 8 seats. 

Gandhi says her party is 
no hurry to form the next 
government. 

Reports say if the gov- 
ernment falls. Congress 
will try to form a minority 
government, relying on 
the parliamentary support 
of small Leftists and 
Socialist parties which 
would not join the govern- 
ment or get cabinet seats. 
If that government cannot 
perform effectively, an 
election could be called. 

India has already had 
four governments since 
elections were held in 
1996. After three coali- 
tions collapsed Indians 
went to the polls again in 
1998, but again the ver- 
dict was split. 
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Indian missile launch 
sends message to China 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India’s successful test of a new 
intermediate range ballistic 
missile has drawn strong 
protests from rival Pakistan, 
but analysts say the loudest 
alarm bells will be ringing in 
Beijing. 

Sunday's launch of the solid- 
fuel Agni-IL capable of deliv- 
ering nuclear warheads from 
mobile platforms to anywhere 
in Pakistan and most of China, 
signalled India’s capacity to 
develop an effective nuclear 
deterrent following its under- 
ground nuclear test in May 
1998. 

“Basically, the Agni-D is an 
insurance policy against any 
major reversal in Indo-Chinese 
relations.” said Jasjit Singh, 
director at the Indian Institute 
of Defence Studies and 
Analysis iIDSA). 

“The government obviously 
feels that a missile with a range 
of 2,500 kilometres will give it 
more confidence in dealing 
with the Chinese." 

The Chinese foreign min- 
istry on Monday voiced 
“regret and concern” over 
Sunday's test, arguing it violat- 
ed UN. resolutions and warn- 
ing it could “initiate a new 
arms race in South Asia." 

India and China, which 
fought a brief border war in 
1962, are to resume talks on 
the disputed Himalayan border 
by the end of April or early 
May. 

Bilateral relations became 
strained early last year after 
Defence Minister George 
Fernandes described China as 
India’s main enemy. Ties dete- 
riorated further after India 


cited a perceived China threat 
as one reason behind its 
nuclear tests. 

A commentary in the 
Hindustan Times on Monday 
said Beijing was lying in a bed 
of its own making. 

“The Agni-H test is another 
example of how China’s India- 
coniainmem policy is backfir- 
ing. with its strategic encir- 
clement provoking New Delhi 
to do what Beijing has always 
wanted to prevent — create a 
deterrent force,” it said. 

But while Agni-II will give 
China cause for concern, ana- 
lysts here point our that its 
launch was hardly unexpected. 

“China can’t really claim to 
be surprised. Agni-II has been 
on the menu for five years, and 
the present government always 
made it clear that a test launch 
was a question of “when’ rather 
than “iT." said a Western mili- 
tary attache in New Delhi. 

“Testing is also a long way 
short of deployment India’s 
missile programme has always 
been beset by technical prob- 
lems and there is a lot of refin- 
ing and funding ahead before 
Agni-D does more than just get 
off the ground" 

Some Indian opposition par- 
ties denounced the test as a bid 
by the beleaguered ruling 
coalition to deflect attention 
away from a political crisis that 
could force fresh elections. 

A test firing of the Agni-D 
was initially slaied for early 
Match, but was twice post- 
poned, partly, analysts say, 
because of pressure from die 
United States and also because 
it would have come too soon 
after Prime Minister Aihal 


Bebari Vajpayee's ground- 
breaking visit to Pakistan. 

IDSA director Jasjit Singh 
rejected the allegations of 
political opportunism in the 
timing of the launch. 

“Any test of this nature will 
attract talks of ulterior motives, 
but the fact is that the launch 
had to be carried out before the 
end of April when the mon- 
soon sets in," Singh said 

Another Western diplomat 
here pointed out that the gov- 
ernment's political difficulties 
were “far too serious to be off- 
set by a single missile launch." 

The Indian press response on 
Monday was generally enthu- 
siastic. 

“Agni D powers India for- 
ward,” ran the headline in the 
Asian Age, while the Pioneer 
newspaper bailed the country's 
arrival as a “missile superpow- 
er." 

The Hindu newspaper ran a 
commentary warning foreign 
countries, especially those 
involved in die NATO actions 
in Yugoslavia, against criticis- 
ing India, 

Tt will be a cruel irony if 
those responsible for blatant 
violation of international law 
and norms, and threatening 
world peace take exception to 
India’s efforts to cope with its 
threat perceptions,” it said 

IDSA’s Singh, meanwhile, 
said the government was 
unlikely to stop with the Agni- 
IL 

“There is no real poinr in 
investing so much money, 
unless India intends to develop 
a 5,000-kiloraetre inter-conti- 
nental ballistic missile.” 



Singer Gloria Estefan and husband Emilio pose for photographers at the 
American Latino Media Arts Awards presented by The National Council of La 
Raza April 11 in Pasadena. The Estefans won the Ricardo Montalban Life 
Achievement Award at the awards, which honour the positive portrayals of 
Latinos in American film and televirion (Reuters photo) 


WW II contamination 
showing up on Saipan 


SAIPAN, Northern 

Mariana Islands (AFP) — 
Residents here are begin- 
ning to show ““warning 
signs" of chemical contam- 
ination caused by aban- 
doned World War II war 
material. Commonwealth 
of Nonhem Mariana 
Islands (CNMI) resident 
representative to the U.S. 
Juan N. Babauta said 
Monday. 

Babauta. in a letter to 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen, said he had 
been alerted by accounts 
from medical professionals 
practising in the U.S. 
Pacific territory of CNMI 
that cases of unusual can- 
cers. an abnormal number 
of chromosomal defects 
and high rates of congenital 
heart disease thrive among 
the local population, partic- 
ularly in Tanapag town in 
the northern part of the 
island. 

The contamination is 
believed caused by poly- 
chlorinated biphenyl 
iPCB), a suspected cancer- 
causing synthetic chemical 
used under the U.S. Nike- 
Zeus missile programme. 

The PCB, initial official 
assessment has shown, has 
thrived into the Tanapag top 
soil. 


“I am... aware that... 
effects of synthetic chemi- 
cals, such as PCBs, which 
persists tn the environment, 
may do their most profound 
damage into the endocrine 
system and that this dam- 
age may be transmitted 
from generation to genera- 
tion," Babauta said. 

The effects — subtle 
behavioural change, 

reduced intelligence or 
impeded reproductive abili- 
ty — may be more difficult 
to identify than cancerous 
tumours. 

Babauta lamented that 
Saipan has still not been rid 
of PCB contamination 20 
years after a the CNMI gov- 
ernment first sought federal 
assistance on the matter. 

Aside from PCB contami- 
nation, Babauta said he had 
also been informed about 
an ongoing project by the 
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers on the extent of 
fuel contamination from 
leaking fuel storage tanks 
and the existence of a 
ravine area containing an 
abandoned U.S. military 
dump where 55-gallon 
drums were reported to be 
leaking “unidentified flu- 
ids” into a water system 
that branches out’ into 
Tanapag. 
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Initiatives towards 
settlement 

GERMANY’S NEW peace initiative on 
Kosovo is predicated on the deployment 
of non-NATO forces in the Yugoslav 
province once Serb military and para- 
military forces are withdrawn. 
Belgrade’s objection to the deployment 
of a NATO-led international force in 
Kosovo was one of the principal bones of 
contention between the two sides. If 
what really stands in the way of reaching 
a settlement over Kosovo is the compo- 
sition of the international force to police 
the ceasefire and restore calm and secu- 
rity to Kosovars, then Bonn’s initiative 
may very well carry the seeds of an end 
to hostilities and the return to the nego- 
tiating table. 

U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright’s talks with her Russian coun- 
terpart Igor Ivanov in Oslo Tuesday may 
provide the proper venue for airing the 
German ideas and to gauge Moscow’s 
reaction to them. Coming as it does on 
the eve of the Albright-Ivanov talks, the 
meeting of the NATO foreign ministers 
in Brussels Monday also sets the stage 
for exploring other ideas to end the war 
in the Balkans including the partitioning 
of Kosovo in a desperate bid to reconcile 
the demands of both the Serbs and 
Kosovars. Washington has recently 
hinted that the partition of Kosovo 
would not be ruled out in search of a 
permanent solution to the conflict 

Belgrade has already blinked in the 
standoff with NATO, when it declared a 
unilateral ceasefire and the acceptance 
of the return of ethnic Albanian refugees 
to their homes and country. True, the 
Serb forces continued their offensive 
against the ethnic Albanians forcing 
even greater numbers to flee their towns 
and villages in recent days, but the fact 
remains that Belgrade has been sending 
new signals that it is open to compro- 
mise. This is where Bonn’s new ideas, 
the Brussels NATO meeting Monday 
and the Albright-Ivanov’s parley on 
Tuesday could set the stage for produc- 
tive peace talks. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra’i’s Mu'nes Razzaz said observers feel that current 
U.S. policy is based only on “suspending” Internationa] 
crises and not solving them, and that the White House is 
not keen to seriously find a solution for such problems. 
Why is NATO hesitating to put an end to the Kosovo 
issue by committing ground troops, and what about the 
Iraq situation, where people are still suffering under 
sanctions while the humanitarian crisis is being ignored, 
asked Razzaz. The Arab-Israeli conflict supports this 
view of U.S. policy, which came about after the cold war: 
since the Madrid conference, the superpower has not 
seriously worked on pushing the deadlocked peace 
process forward or tried to stop Israeli intransigence, said 
the writer. The U.S. prefers “half-solutions." which keep 
international problems in a continued state of confusion, 
so ail involved parties will always need U.S. “assistance 
and pressure.” according to Razzaz, who argued that 
bombing Yugoslavia will not solve the problem, and only 
the U.S. stands to gain. 

Al Dustour's Mazen Saket said it has become clear that 
the U.S. and its allies’ decision to ignore the U.N. and 
illegitimately use military power and economic sanctions 
in the end will only cause destruction to countries. After 
weeks of NATO bombings against Yugoslavia on the pre- 
text of protecting Kosovo's Albanians, the practical 
results have been more destruction and suffering to 
around 500,000 people, who have become refugees, said 
Saket. NATO has started bombing bridges, factories, oil 
refineries, power plants and other infrastructure, and this 
policy will destroy the country’s decades-old progress, 
said the writer. Although the U.S. and NATO refuses to 
use military power when it comes to committing ground 
troops, they do not hesitate in using violence, and 
weapons of mass destruction to kill thousands of people 
for the sake of their own interests. Saket concluded. 


THIS WINTER'S droughL following last 
summer’s frightening problems ~wjfo 
water quality and household delivery cut- 
offs. emphasises this region's dangerous 
water shortages — yet, many available 
solutions are at hand, if oily the political 
will were there to implement them. Our 
hydrology problem requires a political 
solution. If our politicians try to fool us 
with reckless promises of magi cal new 
supplies of water, we should take them to 
court and charge them with irresponsible 
dereliction of duty and endangering the 
well-being of foam generations. 

In a repcn entitled “Rom Scarcity to 
Security: Averting a Water Crisis in the 
Middle East and North Africa.” the always 
credible World Bank noted recently that 
the Middle East and Nath Africa region 
suffers the world’s lowest rate of net 
renewable water availability 1 1,250 cubic 
mares per person per yean compared to 
3283 in Asia. 7,485 in Africa and 18.742 
in North America). Mae alarming, the 
annual per capita availability of water has 
declined by 60 per cent since 1960, and is 
expected to drop by another 50 per cent by 
the year 2025. If you think this is bad. wait 
until Dext decade, and the one after that 

Our situation in Jordan is even worse 
than the regional average; we enjoy about 
213 cubic metres of water per person per 
year, and extraction of water in the high- 
land aquifers is almost 80 per cent above 
tile natural recharge rate. We reached this 
crisis situation due to many reasons in 
several sectors, and we have to get out of 
it in the same multi-sectoral way. The gov- 
ernment of Jordan is right to inform ns of 
the seriousness of the matter, but wrong to 
suggest in the same breath that die solu- 
tion ties largely in pumping underground 
fossil water from Disi to Amman and the 
north, or by masting on Israel delivering 
its share of clean water according to the 
1994 peace treaty. These are both short- 
term measures that essentially evade com- 
ing re grips with die real long-term issues. 
Our governments must stop giving us 


wonderful palliatives and promises, start 
facing up to the real nature and conse- 
quences of the water threat, and provide 
the firm political leadership that is needed 
to resolve the problem in the long-torn 

Pumping Disi water to Amman is a des- 
perate and irresponsible move; It will 
compound the problem, not resold it by 
drawing down irreplaceable aquifers and 
perpetuating politically destructive poli- 
cies that look at the immediate problem 
without taking on the appropriate respon- 
sibility fa long-term planning and rational 
action. It also highlights die inability of the 
stale and its citizens to deal with the deep- 
er political and governance dimensions of 
the watCT problem. How many of die off- 
rent ministers in this government will be in 
office to be held accountable for the deple- 
tion of the Disi reservoir when our chil- 
dren become adults and seek drinking 
water for their children and grandchil- 
dren? 

Some two decades ago, we were told 
that pumping water from the Azraq Oasis 
io Amman and Irbid would solve our 
water problems: so we pumped away, but 
today the water shortages are still there, 
we are pumping water from Pella and 
ether places id the highland cities, and the 
once idyllic Azraq Oasis with hs duds 
and migrating birds has been turned into 
an ecologicaf di saster area. Before any 
politician pun$s water from Disk they 
should be forced to go and spend a night 
camping at Azraq. 

The Disi water has already been tapped 
rather irresponsibly for high-cost wheat 
farming that is oily feasible with govern- 
ment water subsidies. This water should 
be used instead fer low-level domestic and 
municipal use in south Jordan, and to 
attract people to live in the south. This 
could be an important bridge to promoting 
regional development in the south, and 
slowing the development of Jordan as a 
city-state around Ammaa 

Arab governments and citizens need to 
avoid the tendency to stick our heads in the 


sand. We should be honest, mature, and 
politically self-confident enough id tackle 
the water problem in an its dimensions, 
which tire: 

Sectoral: The allocation of over two- 
thiids of our water for agricultural use is 
clearly not sustainable in foe long nm 
iroder present conditions. Successve gov- 
ernments since foe 1960s have blindly 

promoted agricultural development with- 
out sufficiently assessing the best use of 
<x?-. limited water to serve our overall 
national interest Agriculture should be 
restricted to those sectors foal yield high 
value while nrinp water roost efficiently 
(and that also promote foe use of 
Jordanian labour as mud) 3S possible). 
There is no room fa sentiment a roman- 
tic nationalism here. 

Technical: V& have massive potential to 
conserve, catch, and store freshwater 
through rigourous technical means. These 
include recycling on a large scale (espe- 
cially for forming): investing heavily in 
building leak-proof pipe systems (foe 
Wbrtd Bank says 54 per cent of urban 
water is- lost before reaching the coo- 
sumakandbcDdinghonaeaiticxynmani- 
ty cisterns that catch the rainwater (litethe 
Nabataeans did so impressively: many of 
those empty chambers you see in Petra 
were cisterns, and many offoemstiD fill 
up with water after a rain). 

Political: The basic cause of our water 
problem is not hydrological, it is political. 
Successive governments since the 1960s 
have lacked the political strength to strict- 
ly acme foe highlan d urban areas to pre- 
serve the best fertile lands for growing 
fruit trees and ntinfed crops: instead, our 
political system has caved in to the greed 
of profits that people could make and did 
make from rising land prices and urban 
sprawl Also political is the uneven distri- 
bution of foe water shortage burden: foe 
poor suffer foe most, while the well-off 
and politically well connected enjoy a 
steady stream' of tankers coming to their 
homes. I would be intrigued to know bow 
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rials have had to scuny around foe 7th 
Grek looking fix water tankets in August 
The technical hydrological issues are 
mademcxectHnpfexbyfoelayersri'priit- 
knl resentment that now dood tins secret 

A third political problem is tire state’s 
apparent inability to fully control .foe 
eDUKSsiwejq^rilatxmofw^vrapriv^ 
wells, perhaps because many private well 
owners tend to be politically aad socially 
powerful A fourth is foe insufficiently 
strict pricing system that allows mostpeo- 
ple to waste wato; instead ofc n cou ra gi rg 
them to conserve it A fifth is foe lade of 
political will to force industries to stop poi- 
hiting sources such as the Zanqa Riven 

Such political constranls mean the gov- 
emment is now hindered ty a certain lack 
of credibility and authority when u needs 
to use all its moral, technical eccocanic, 
and political force to address foe serious 
water problem. 

A fascinating new publication by foe 
International Committee of foe Red Cross, 
omrooosiy entitled “Water and 'Wat," notes 
that “foe fundamental issue for all is foe 
need to find ways to address foe more 
basic political economic and social issues 
thnr are sn ftgsfffiHflj for prrenring;, rntwnlia, 

foe availability of waer and access to it in 


tte future.’’ This is foe obvk^ 
our own experience m Jodan: dearly, we 
have not found foe way to address foe 
basic issues essential for ensuring avail-- 
aht% of wasar atri access ro iL Ths is 
despite the £*3 foal technical solutions to 
our water problem areknown, rather easy, 
and available today: pollution controls, 
recycling, greater efficiency, small-scale 
bo^ reserveris, better priringv stria co^ 
servatioQ inceraives, smarter sectoral allo- 
cations, rigourous aquifers protection, 
more equitable sharing of occasional 
shortages, and selective desalination. We 
also biwe plenty of smart, honest men and 
wanes in Jordan who can fulfil their 
responsibilities as public servants — if the 
governance system would only give them 
foe longevity and political support to do 
foe job. 

We don’t really have a water problem. 
We have a pofitkal problem of weak or 
irrespanabte governments and public ser- 
vants that have evaded coming to terms 
with the water challenge, compounded by 
lack of continuity among senior officials 
in this sector. Consequently, we now face 
a terrible arias that is totally and embar- 
rassingly man-made, with steadily dimin- 
ishing government political credibility in 
this vital sectct 

This or any ocher government must first 
act to regain pabfcc trust, by admitting and 
‘ assessing foe mistakes of foe past, and 
sunultaneoisly developing new approacb- 
■ es that me realistic, disciplined, responsi- 
ble, equitable, and sustainable. Perhaps 
tins government should bold a public 
meeting on foe waer issue A foe rather dry 
Azraq Wfetiands Reserve, before proceed- 
ing any further with grandiose plans, 
pipelines, and promises in this sector. If 
forty don’t do it for us, or for foe ducks, 
perhaps they could do it fa their grand- 
children. 

We don't need just to get through the 
co ming summer, we need to get through 
the coming century, and the policies of foe 
past century simply win not do. 
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The Russian threat 


By G wynne Dyer 

1 HAVE seen Boris Yeltsin drunk and Tro petty 
sure 1 have seen him sober, but unless he does 
something obvious like singing a felling over it 
takes a while to decide: both his body language 
and his speech patterns tend to blur die issue. So 
h’s hand to judge how much thought was into his 
btood-crodling remarks in a meeting with foe 
Duma speaker. Gennady Seleznyov, dot was tele- 
vised on Friday. 

Tve told the NATO people, foe Americans, foe 
Ge rmans : ‘Don’t push us into mdhary action 
Otherwise there would certainly be a European, 
and perhaps a werid war’." said tbe Russian pres- 
ident And Seleznyov later added foal in potions 
of the interview not shown on TV Yeltsin also 
spoke of retargeting Russian nuclear missiles on 
NATO states. 

It was just what the Weston media needed on a 
slow day in foe air war over Yugoslavia, and they 
leap? on foe notion of a new cold or even hot war 
wife Russia. But NATO's commander, General 
VSfesley Clark, dismissed tbe threat “We’re going 
to continue with the mission exactly as p toned, 
regardless of political and diplomatic atmospber- - 
icsT 

ft was, indeed, just ‘atmospherics.' As While 
House spokesman David Leavy said soon after foe 
Yehan broadcast “We’ve been officially reas- 
sured by Russia at a high level that it win na allow 
itself to be drawn into the conflict in foe Balkans." 
Thai -assurance probably came directly from 
Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov, who has really 
been running foe country since foe market crash 
last August destroyed most ofYeltsin’s remaining 
influence. 

So why (fid Yeltsin make these empty threats? It 
is noc necessary to conclude that he was drunk. He 
had a quire rational personal motive: to ingratiate 
himself with a Duma dominated by CcmmunisK 
and right-wing nationalists, both anti-Western in 
their attitudes, who will vote on his impeachment 
rathe coming week 

Yeltsin may also have been conscious of foe 
close parallels between what Russia did to 
Checftenya on his orders, and what Serbian leader 
Slobodan Milosevic has recently been doing to 
Kosovo — and here the personal motive blends 
into foe official policy, fa governments foal have 
committed atrocities against foeir minority popu- 
lations. a foresee the need to do so in future to 


stop them from seceding, are always bot on 
absolute national sovereignty. 

Th3t is why NATO is conducting this operation 
without the Messing of die United N ations. China, 
anticipating foe need to stamp down hard on Tibet 
again in (he future, joined Russia in vetoing UN. 
intervention to stop the kilting in Kosovo. But this 
is mrae a theoretical than a practical concern for 
both Beijing and Moscow. 

Even if a successful NATO opaation in Kosovo 
were to set a precedent for future military inter- 
ventions ngrmvj smallish countries like Rwaoda cr 
Cambodia that start massacring pans of foeir owd 
populations, great powers with nuclear weapons 
can be quite confident that nobody wiD ever tty to 
apply die precedent to them. Throughout foe hor- 
rendous Russian onslaught at tbe Chechen peo- 
ple, for example, NATO never said ‘boo.’ 

Yeltsin's wild talk was mainly designed to 
appeal to foe emotions and prejudices of the 
Duma, and of Russian public opinioa in general 
Which naturally raises tire larger questions: why 
did Russians more a less freely elect a Duma that 
is dominated by anti-Western attitudes, ami why 
me almost all Russians aw in a stare of utter oat- 
ragp about foe wicked firings NATO is doing to 

thar gallant and innocent Serbian brothers? 

The first question is relatively easy to answer: 
When foe hopes that were aroused tty foe over- 
throw of Communism were betrayed by the new 
elite (largely foe old elite, after a quick change of 
ideological clothes), popular resentment was 
directed noc only at tbe cynical tihugs who ‘priva- 
tised’ tbe old state-owned economy into foar own 
pockets, but at foe West. 

Russia didn't actually get a free-marka econo- 
my, but that's what Russians think they have, and 
most of them don't like ft, so they blame foe Wat. 
(One-third of them even believe that foe collapse 
of the Soviet Union was due to a NATO plot) And 
this all builds on 75 years of Communist propa- 
ganda against tbe corrupt and decadent West, and 
on traditions of anti-Ufestein thought that have 
even deeps roots in Risaan history. 

But there is a free press in Russia, and most 
Russians are well educated, rational h uman 
beings. How can they Mindly back tbe Serbs id 
this conflict, ignoring all foe evidence of massive 
crimes committed agains tbe Albanians of 
Kosovo? In other places with a free puss, many 
people question foe wkJran and foe legality of 
NATO's use of force against Milosevic, but relt 


lively few doubt its raotm: Kosovo is of no eco- 
lurnic a stra^u: value (o anyone. 

In Russia, virtually nobody believes that 
NATO's motives in Kosovo are genuinely human- 
itarian, just as they cannot believe that the Serbs 
are in foe wrong. The tombing of Serbia therefore 
seems a malevolent, almost incoraprehraatfcact 
to Russians, and foeir media carry prepostero u s 
foeccies to explain it NATO Deeds Kosovo as a 
military base, a it wants to test new weapons, a 
to create jobs by using up old weapons. Or maybe 
it's a dress reheasal for a Weston conspiracy to 
use face to stop developing countries from steal- 
ing their markets. 

If foe bodes of wretched refugees from foe 
cleansing of Kosovo are shown on Russian TV at 
all, it is implied flat they are fleeing NATO bombs. 
And this is na foeresult of official censorship and 
propaganda. It is inteffigm Russians trying to 
make sense of what is (to them) uninlelligibJd 

It’s not so much tha they low foe Serfs (though 
sane are swayed by the old pan-Slavic slogans). 
They simply cannot believe that in a conflict 
betweoiChikiaosaiKi 

Christians can be foe villains and Muslims foe vic- 
tims. Tbe notion just does na confute all of 
Russian history and culture tells them that 
Muslims ate tire enemy. So foe war MUST be 
about something else than protecting Muslim 
Kosovars from Serbian aggression. 

Nothing can be deme to change this Russian, 
mind-sa in less than a generation. And no thing 
needs to be done about it, because Primakov is not 
affected by these stereotypes. He is a fluent 
Arabic-speaker with wide etperience of the. 
Muslim 'Work! — and he knows enough abaft the 
BaHtass to have do illusicas abouLNGlosevic. 
Primakov, who wiQ probably nm for president 
wba Yeftan’s term ends next year, nates the 
occasional pro-Serbian public g^ture to cater to 
papular passions, but be will never let himself be 
drawn into helping Milosevic militarily. Even in 
Russian domestic poOhCS, the real impact of tbe 
KcsuwcQDffictwfflprobabfyb 
as it is over before foe parliamentary electa in 
December, and weD before the presidential elec- 
tions of July 2000. 

The writer is a London-based independent . 
journalist whose articles are published in 
45 countries. 


The foe in the mirror 

A COUPLE of days ago I read an article in foe Times of London 
entitled “Peace Dividend across foe River Ionian" on how peace is 
slowly changmg the Middle East for foe better. The essay was 
about a young Jordanian entrepreneur; Omar Salah, wba taking 
advantage of the peace treaty between Jodan and Israel set up a 
joint venruie with Israeli counterparts in frbid, my home town, with 
an annual tunover of 62 million pounds. His company, according 
to the Jordan ^ Times (Friday, ^dl9 1 1999)isnowfoelaigestgar- 
ment mamriactmef in the country employing more foai 2,000 peo- 
ple and exporting,® such wall-known offiets in Europe and foe 
US. as Gap, BamnaRepubbc, and Marks & Spencer 
You cat imagine how proud and elated I was to read tins article. 
At last, I tboqgfrt, my feftow countrymen are beginning to shed foe 
antiquated mmd sets and the atavistic world views which for yeas, 
had clouded our vision, constrained our action and turned us into 
zanbfo-hke figures too afraid to embrace the rapidly changing 
world around us! At Jast^ we are adapting to the new realities of our 
time. 

Untfl I browsai through tire April 1 1 edition of tire Jordan Times 
and read about a group calling itself the 'anti-normalisation camp' 
who arc apparently huffing oral puffing tecanse an Isaehacior— 
an Arab laarii for that! — is about to perform on the Jodan stage. 
Rx-an»meBtl couldn't believe what I was reaffing. Are foesepeo- 
ple fw real? Is there really an active group in Jordan COTcentraring 
aB fts energy on fighting normalisation of relations with a neigh- 
bour we have to dwice fcwt to-live with whether we like it or not? - ? ' 
And for what end? And how could any alternative to normalisation ' 
possibly hdp our people and our country??? 

It is a great shame that foe foresight of those two great Jordanian 
patriots King Abdullah and King Hussein, tire founders of our 
country — may they rest in peace — who saw no benefit to us from 
a continued state of alienation with cxir Israeli neighbours, had not 
nibbed off on foe zealots in our society who still five in fear of 
"Zionist infiltration and conspiracies!” i 

Israel, my fellow countrymen, is no longer foe enemy! If those 
fenatics widi to identify the real enemy of progress in our country 
all they need to do is to look in foe mirror. 

DnKamalTawfiqNnnri 
Professor rfFolirics & International ReLitioiis 
TTie American University In London 
NmHer@cwcomjKt 


No parallels 


GEORGE S. Hishmeh's article (Parallels Between Kosovo and 
Palestine, J.T. April Q overlooks a very important point. Back in 
1947, it was the 23onists who accepted the UN. Partition Plan which 
would have divided Palestine between the Jews and tbe Arabs: This 
territorial division was unfavorable to the Jews because two-thirds 
of the land allocated to them consisted of foe Negev desot Two- 
thiiris of the land granted To the Palestinians was relatively fertile. 


the Partition Pfcm and attacked with catastrophic results to them- 
selves. Hadtheybeeflwfflingtoconiprai^ 
would not be a refugee prdbtem in foe Middle East today. Several 
bloody wars with saxes of foensands of casualties would also Inve 
been avoided 

The Serfs never accepted* partition plan and rejected NATO’s 
attempts at mediation. Also, they are not content to simply expel the 
Musfim population. They murder large numbers of ci vilians ami 
molest thousands of Muslim women. This did not happen in the 1 
Middle East ... i - 

Another pant mentioned in foe article is foe rather lukewarm sty- 
pat of tbe Arab countries for foe Muslim Kosovars. In contrast to 
tins, when foe lews of rare' country are being harassed, they can 
always count an foe ardent suppot of their caeligionisis throughout 
■ the weald 

Thus there am really no “parallels between Kosovo and Phlestiire." 

i 

Avraham Nahoumi 
Nahotnrti@aoLcom 
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A week in the life — Teman Avingaq, an inuit 


By Mike Donkin 

THE SPARKLE in the Arctic sky is 
not the Northern Lights but a fire- 
works show. There is the promise of 
dancing until dawn. Along the frozen 
shore of Fox Basin everyone from 
the settlement of Igloolik has gath- 
ered. Such frivolity is rare in a com- 
munity that is an aircraft flight from 
anywhere. 

Teman Avingaq watches with his 
girlfriend, Ronda, as a green trail 
arcs over the wooden houses, which 
are perched on piles clear of the per- 
mafrost and snowdrifts. A starburst 
picks out fishing boats in the har- 
bour. A week of festivities on the ice 
is Igloolik’s way of marking a new 
beginning in the lives of the Inuit. It 
is- the end of a 30-year legal and 
political straggle to control the vast 
wasteland in Canada, which will be 
called Nunavut, “Our Land.” in the 
Inuit language. It is the beginning, 
Teman wants to believe, of a rime 
when a people who lost their way 
after Canada colonised them can feel 
at home again. 

On Sunday. Teman takes lime off 


from his three jobs — as a hunter, a 
carpenter and a radio-show host — 
to go with Ronda, their two daugh- 
ters and their son to a feast for 
Nunavut. “We call it country food,” 
he says. "Caribou, seal, walrus — 
the animals we have aiways caught” 
They travel on a not very traditional 
Japanese snowmobile, or skidoo. 
Teman admits: “It would be hard for 
people here to go anywhere without 
a skidoo." There is also church to 
attend. Teman walks to service with 
his father, Jacob, who preaches at the 
hut with a bell-tower — Igloolik's 
Protestant chapel. When die mis- 
sionaries first arrived two churches 
were built. Protestant and Catholics 
competed to convert those such as 
Teman's father who had been forced 
to stop their nomadic life, roaming 
after the caribou herds. The Protes- 
tant missionary convened those one 
side of the main street, the Catholic 
those the other side. ITieii both dis- 
couraged their congregations from 
mixing. 

The next day Teman had planned 
to complete a carpentry contract at 
the school but it may not be possible. 


“ The wind should 
come from the 
south,” father 
advises son. “A 
south wind is a 
good wind 
for walrus” 

“The school classroom has to have a 
door. We have no trees. So the door 
has to be flown up. Now they say it's 
not on today’s plane.” Nunavut's 
fledgling economy must grow to 
provide work here. Half the Inuit are 
unemployed. Teman is realistic: “1 


think the delegates we now have in 
our assembly will know about things 
better and try harder. But Canada 
will still have to help us, help us a 
lot.” On Tuesday the classroom door 
arrives and the’ weather is right to 
install it “This is a beautiful day for 
April — a warm one,” Teman says. 
The temperature is minus 20C. Often 
in April doorways cannot be left 
open to work on and fingers can 
freeze to the handles of saws and 
screwdrivers. 

Jacob has spent the day exhibiting 
the seal hunting tools, once the only 
trade that sustained Inuit families. 
Back home he talks to Teman, who 
has decided to head off tomorrow for 
the edge of the sea-ice. “The wind 
should come from the south.” father 
advises son. “A south wind is a good 
wind for walrus.” The following day 
the wind and the advice prove sound. 
Teman and his brother-in-law Ike 
swathe themselves in skins — cari- 
bou coats, husky fur trousers and 
sealskin boots — and harness sled to 
skidoo for the run to the ice floe 
edge. They shoot a seal, harpoon it to 
haul it in and skin it efficiently on 


the ice. It is a matter-of-fact process. 
The intestines, a particular delicacy, 
are stripped out and neatly plaited. A 
walrus, too slow to notice their pres- 
ence, is killed. Its tusks are cut off. 
“A carver might take them ” Teman 
says. “We have been lucky*. There’s a 
lot of meat here and this is still the 
best food we get to eat. The packets 
and the frozen goods we buy from 
the store cost so much.” As darkness 
descends. Teman and Ike build an 
igloo in an hour. This is the best, the 
only shelter for an Arctic night. 

On Thursday Teman takes Ronda 
to a meeting of the settlement's 
Alcohol Licensing Committee, 
which she chairs. 

Many Inuit drift into drink os their 
early ambitions are disappointed. 
There are no bars and no off-sales of 
spirits in Igloolik. Any resident who 
wants to drink must apply to have it 
flown up monthly. Their requests are 
scrutinised bottle by bottle, can by 
can. They are frequently refused. 

TemaD goes on to the third of his 
jobs where he tackles another social 
dilemma. “I do a talk show on com- 
munity radio,” he explains. “It’s in 


our own language of course. But we 
are talking about our language too.” 
The new Nunavut Assembly will 
conduct the territory’s affairs in the 
Inuit language, Innukiitut. One ques- 
tion is whether children should learn 
it for longer. “Many jobs have to be 
done in English,” Teman says. 

“Our children have to be perfect in 
both.” At the weekend the official 
celebrations are over. Teman and his 
family gather. The children chew the 
dark fibrous meat from ribs of boiled 
seal. Their grandparents slice raw 
■flesh und liver from the carcass of 
the animal that has been defrosting 
in the house since it was brought 
back from the ice floe. Teman picks 
from one pot and then the other. He 
smiles as he acknowledges the paral- 
lel. “We have a foot in both worlds 
as Inuit. We cannot only be a part of 
the world we once had." Teman’s son 
suddenly squeals and holds out a 
milk tooth. A seal rib has proved too 
tough. His grandfather tells him: 
“You will need stronger teeth for the 
walrus.” 

— The Independent 


Analysts, politicians see ‘changing 
realities’ in Jordan-lsrael ties 


(Continued from page 1) 

At the same time. His Majesty 
King Abdullah, now in Dubai on a 
tour of Gulf sues, and the govern- 
ment are pursuing an inter-Arab 
rapprochement initialed in February 
by Damascus and Riyadh. Both are 
highly critical of the Kingdom's 
peace policy and are said to be pre* 
sitting for a retreat in (he warm rela- 
tionship with Israel cultured by 
King Hussein. 

In a recent interview with the 
London-based A1 Quds A1 Arabs, 
King Abdullah hims elf suggested 
that priorities in Amman had been 
rearranged. He told the newspaper 
that the Kingdom’s relations with 
Israel will not be at the expense of 
lies with Arab countries, particularly 
Syria, Iraq, Egypt and ffekstine. 

“We have seen some signs of 
change," said another senior official 
who requested anonymity. “But 
peace is not ‘on a back burner' as 
some would like to believe. We have 
a treaty.We are committed to it. and 
wr haw already done' certain tfangs 
within the context of peare. That is 
not gptrtg to change.” 

Brace is soft. and for any foresee- 
able future will remain, a strategic 
option for Jordan. The treaty, in the- 
ory. secures additional valuable 
water resources, and gives an 
international legal framework with- 
in which violations of water righto 
can be contested It also ensures Jor- 
dan a place in crucial final stares 
talks between land and the Pales- 
tinians when negotiations finally 
open while the bilateral relationship 
also gives the Kingdom “strategic 
depth." 

Other important benefits include 
ihe write-off of S700 mflbon in debt 
to tbe US. and $225 million in 
annual aid, which has recendy been 
augmented in a pledge from Presi- 
dent Bill dinton by another $300 
million over tbe next three fiscal 
years, as well as a promise to urge 
the Paris Club to reschedule even 
more of tbe Kingdom's $6.8 billion 
debt. Officials also do not discount 
the establishment of the Qualified 
Industrial Zone in Mad, a nan-reci- 
procal duty and quota See trade 
zone with the US. 

It is also wefl-knewn thai any offi- 
cial retreat in relations initialled by 
Jordan would not be well regarded 
in Washington although tbe US. 
administration recently pinpointed 
Israeli pobey as the main stumbling 
block to fostering deeper ties 
between Jordan and Israel at the 
popular level alleviating pressure 
on officials in Amman to keep up a 
facade of content regardless of 
unfavoundde developments. 

Officially, ties remain steady, as 
exhibited by King Abcbillah's recep- 
tion of Netanyahu in early March. 
The Israeli premier was the first 
head of state to visit foe Kingdom 
following ihe death of King Hus- 
sein. The Monarch also called 
Netanyahu last mooth upon chang- 
ing the government to assure the 
Israeli premier that Rawsbdeh 
would be pursuing the same path of 
peace as every prime minister 
before him. The Israeli press report- 
ed foal high-r anking Israeli military 
officials had also visited Amman in 
February, while talks cm water shar- 
ing arrangements to cope with the 
regional drought continue between 
the joint Jordanian- Israeli water 
committee, which is reportedly 
close to a deal on ihe recent water 
dispute. American Jewish groups 
that visited over the past month 
received tbe usual wann reception 
in official aides. 

However, officials say to the 
futiffc relationship may on longer be 
characterised by tbe flourishing 
warm gestures of magnanimity to 
often wore common under the reign 


of the late King, who sought to 
show the tolerant face of the Arab 
World and a change in Arab think- 
ing towmis the Jewish state. 

Peace wfll be maintained official- 
ly. although it will no longer be foe 
issue of foe day. 

“We have to view what is hap- 
pening in terms of its historical 
moment," said one official. “The 
coincidence of King Hussein's ill- 
ness and death and foe change in 
[regional and domestic] realities has 
confused people. So. we have to 
ask: is foe change that we sense a 
result of the change in tula; oris it a 
result of chang in g regional and 
domestic realities? It is a result of 
changing realities. 

“Had be survived, I believe he 
was destined to make a rfnng p in 
general policies and approach in so 
many ways-. I think that this [new] 
tracks the ooe which King Abdal- 
lah is taking." 

Until 1996. he pointed out. King 
Hussein and past governments his- 
' forically focused oa regional politH 
cal' issues, -wftidroutMrf- necessity 
often • superseded -domestic con- 
cerns. That year witnessed fie 
beginning of several setbacks to the 
peace process in wind) Jordan had 
invested many economic and politi- 
cal hopes: Israel's 1996 “Grapes of 
Wrath” invasion of south Lebanon 
in which mare than 100 civilians 
seeking shelterin a UJN. compound 
were killed, when it was shelled by 
Israel and the ejection of a Likud 
premier and formation of a right- 
wing; hardline government that sup- 
ported foe creation of new Wist 
Bank settlemeris and the expansion 
of costing ones. 

On theJcrdan-lsrael Scot, bilater- 
al trade wifo foe West Bank still 
remains hostile to Israeli “security 
concerns” — a phrase to in Jordan 
has become a euphemism for Israeli 
protectionism. Israeli trade with foe 
Palestinian areas approaches $2 bil- 
lion annuaDjt white Jordanian trade 
stands at $25 nrilboa- 
“Untfl around 1996. [King Hus- 
sein] focused on political issues, and 
gave priority to buDding peace. 
Since then, he began changing 
direction, or at least laying die foun- 
dation for a greater emphasis on 
neglected spheres,” foe official said, 
adding to other events along foe 
road of securing ‘just and lasting 
peace” helped encourage this ten- 
dency. The foiled 1997 Mossad 
assassination attempt in Amman of 
Hamas leader Khakd Misha'al 
trampled on a pillar of the treaty — 
security cooperation — and only 
fawned growing discontent with 
peace at foe papular teveL Tbe non- 
implementation of the Wye River 
accords, brokered by King Hussdn 
last October berween Israel and the 
Palestinians, has all but killed any 
impression in Jordan to Israel or 
at least Netanyahu, is serious about 
famento; peace wifo the Arabs. 

Tbe late King himself hai occa- 
sionally, but caustically, expressed 
his own growing disenchantment 
with the downwad aim in foe peace 
process. ‘Tbebopesweartadsedto 
foe Jradaman-Israel peace have 
faded,” said tbe offitiaL ‘Notonly in 
the mind of people, tut in foe mind 
of King Hussein, too, although he 
did not have foe time to show [this 
new direction]. I think to this par- 
rinl disillusionment is bound to dis- 
play itself in ooe way or another in 
the new era.” 

All of those developments coin- 
cided with glowing domestic trou- 
bles, characterised by enmity over 
peer economic growth, growing 
unemployment and poverty and 
high-level graft. All have been 

accompanied by [x.'^wlar frustration 

at Jordan’s isolation from the rest of 
tbe Arab World as a result of its 

peace policy. 


“Neglected spheres are now the 
focus. We have to take crucial 
strategic, political decisions on our 
economy. We have to reform our 
education system to make our 
labour force valuable to other mar- 
kets. And in our external relations, 
tbe emphasis now is on improving 
Jordan- Arab relations.” 

Officials cm both sides of the Jor- 
dan River appreciate to relations 
wifo die Arab Worid and wifo Israel 
are not mutually exclusive, but on 
either side, analysts wooy about the 
“new direction's” consequences on 
popular peace. 

‘Both Jordanians and Israelis at 
tbe popular level see the pea* 
process deteriorating,'’ one Israeli 
malyst told foe Jordan Times. ‘'Nor- 
malisation has not been deserted, 
but there now is a concern to 
unless die new King and new [Jor- 
danian] prime minister are aggres- 
sive in promoting normatisarion, the 
lower echelons, uncertain of sup- 
port. will not move popular relations 
ahead??': 

■ Indeed, Jordan's feisty opposition 
over fob. past trine months has. 
detected an opening through which, 
to derail popular peace-buOding and 
gauge foe government's reaction 
Last summer, tbe coumy’s 13 pro- 
fessional associations gave an llfo 
hour apology to Al Uidan A1 Jarfid 
Research Centre, declining to par- 
ticipate in a long-scheduled confer- 
ence on their role in dvfl society. 
They excused themselves on foe 
grounds that foe conference was 
funded by a foreign NGO with finks 
to “mtematinnal Tlnnfcm ” after a 
series of ankles published in foe 
local press culitiing the “links” 
between several foreign NGQs in 
Jordan and Zionist dements. 

They also accused foe centre’s 
director, Ham Hourani, of “nccnal- 
ising relations” with Israelis at a 
conference last year in Morocco. 

I ater, they attempted to launch a 
boycott of a leading Arabic daily 
newspaper fix publishing an 
advertisement for the Israeli air car- 
rier. El AL N lost recently, foe bead of 
foe Jordan Engineers Association. 
Aft Abu Sukac said foe associa- 
tions' “arm-normalisation commit- 
tee” this month would publish its list 
of “txxmalisixig!” Jordanians — 
which according to Abu Sukar “is 
net a blacklist.” He suggested to 
even links to Arab Israelis could 
‘‘raise suspicions.” 

Until now, there has been no 
response firm any official cr public 
opinion leader criticising — cr sup- 
porting — the associations' antics. 

Just a year ago, such behaviour 
would have received a strong offi- 
cial rebuke, at the very least. Ana- 
lysts now say to Jordan’s new 
“d&ente” is both a good and bod 
strategy. Opposition naturally needs 
a channel of expression. Bin fiery 
statements foam officials, seme feat; 
pander only to public opmkm, and 
could create popular expectations 
about foe Kingdom’s re lationship 
with Israel to simply cannot be 
met. At the same nine, elections in 
Israel may soon result in a new, 
more forthcoming peace partner for 
both Ionian and die Palestinians, 
mho may be intimidated by an 
image of animosity flowing from 
the east. 

“Why create this image of hostil- 
ity?” asked one analyst It’s harm- 
ful” 

Meanwhile, Jordanian and Israeli 
officials concede to Ihe popularity 
of peace is becoming less of a ooo- 
cem to both sides. Israeli officials 
contend that Jordan has litde choke 
but to rrewntai n foe relati o nship, 
while Jordanian officials say that 
King Abdullah is unconstrained fcy 
to consideration since the toughest 
derision — to sign a treaty — has 
already been made. 


Time running out for the Aral Sea 


By Mike Collett- White 

Reuters 

AN OLD Uzbek fisherman called 
Ongarbai tars the bottom of his rick- 
ety boat in preparation for his next 
trip. He may bring in a dozen fish, 
maybe more, to sell to friends for a 
pittance. 

A tiny lake is Ongarbai ’s only 
remaining source of fish, contained 
by a dam which desperate villagers 
erected to stop their lifeline disap- 
pearing altogether. 

The Aral Sea they once sailed has 
now receded far out of sight. 

Its waves lap a shore more than 80 
kilometres to the north, and the 
handful of people remaining in 
Muynak have given up trying to 
chase the shrinlang waters of what 
was once the world's fourth laigest 
inland sea. 

They are the only survivors of the 
fishing community of Muynak. 
Uzbekistan's once bustling port on 
the coast of the sea, now. 40 years 
on. .a dusty ghost tov® iifctfye mjddle 
of desert-like sand, sriQ and scrub. 

“We never expected it .ro be like 
this,” said Ongarijm ^ When the sea 
began receding we thought it would 
return before long. It took us years to 
realise it was gone for good” 

On land which was once covered 
with water stand stranded decaying 
fishing trawlers and oil tankers, 
some stripped for scrap metal and 
others used as rusting playgrounds 
fra: local children. 

The Aral has shrunk to less than 
half its original size and contains 
one quarter of its original volume. 

It has split into two, a southern 
section and a much smaller northern 
part in Kazakhstan, and is expected 
to divide into three if the waters con- 
tinue to dry up. 

Some Uzbek ecologists predict it 
could vanish altogether by 2015 if 
radical steps are not taken. 

Indigenous animal species are 
largely extinct killed off by the drop 
in water levels and rising salt con- 
tent. 

“The damage to aquatic fauna has 
been massive,” said Werner Roider 


of the World Bank Uzbek Mission, 
who is closely involved in the bank's 
major water management pro- 
gramme in central Asia. 

Disease and infant mortality are 
high in the areas surrounding the 
area, often due to a lack of drinking 
water and poor diet And unemploy- 
ment is rising on the unproductive, 
salt-caked lands. 

The sea’s misfortune is one of the 


‘On land which 
was once 
covered with 
water stand 
stranded 
decaying fishing 
travifers and oil 
tankers’ 


biggest blights on Soviet history, a 
man-made catastrophe which its 
architects could have, and some say 
dicLpredicL 

Hungry for more cotton to feed the 
expanding textile industry, Moscow 
ordered water to be drained from the 
Syr Darya and Amu Darya rivers 
which feed into the Aral Sea from 
the Pamir and Tan Shea mountains 
far to the easL 

Leaking waterways and thirsty 
desert land drank the rivers dry to 
such an extent that the once mighty 
tributaries failed to reach the sea at 
all in the 1970s and 1980s. 

Ubbiniyaz Ashirbekov, director of 
the International Fund to Save the 
Aral Sea, said the trend had been 
reversed temporarily, with 30 billion 


cubic metres from both arteries 
reaching the Aral in 1998, a big 
jump on 1997. 

“Last year we had a lot of water, 
but of course it will not do anything 
to solve the problem," he said. 

Along the road from Nukus, the 
administrative centre of the 
Karakalpakstan region where Muy- 
nak is located, he pointed to fields so 
white that they lode as if they are 
covered in snow. In fact it is salt left 
by the dwindling water. 

The irony of declining cotton 
yields because of irrigation designed 
to boost crops was not lost on Ashir- 
bekov. 

Muynak itself is a sorry sight Its 
roads are dusty and dry, buildings rot 
and decay, families five in squalid 
shacks and men and women wander 
aimlessly through the streets. 

Many have left the ghost town, and 
those who remain seem to be there 
merely to live out the rest of their 
days. 

“There is nowhere to go and noth- 
ing to do,” said Aibek,.a 35-year-old 
driver, as his old Uaz jeep bounced 
across what used to' lie the Aral" 
seabed. “For the kids this place is a 
nightmare. Many are resorting to 
drink." 

At the local canning plant, once 
Muynak’s dominant employer, pro- 
duction is down to 2.5 million tins of 
seafood a year from 17 million at its 
peak. Tbe fish no longer comes from 
the Aral, but from the Baltic and 
Caspian seas. 

From tbe top of the hill outside 
town, endless sand is all that can be 
seen from cliffs once lapped by the 
Aral. Only the odd rusting hulk of a 
boat and a gas well break the monot- 
ony. 

Bakht Sharafova, a senior doctor at 
Muynak’s hospital, said the town 
was battling to contain high rates of 
anaemia, cancer, tuberculosis and 
hepatitis. 

The five central Asian presidents 
are due to discuss the Aral Sea at a 
summit which officially opens in the 
Turkmen capital of Ashgabat on 
Thursday. 

Unlike in Soviet times, they now 


‘There is nowhere 
to go and nothing 
to do. For the 
kids this place is 
a nightmare. 
Many are resort- 
ing 

to drink’ 


readily recognise the disaster their 
predecessors have lumbered them 
with. 

But economic pressures and'polit- 
ical wrangBngs are expected to pre- 
sent any real action being taken to 
resolve the problem. 

Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan rely 
heavily on cotton for vital hard cur- 
rency, and are unlikely to want to 
sacrifice at a time when the emerg- 
ing markets crisis and low commod- 
ity prices have brought their 
economies to the brink of crisis. 

Roider of the Worid Bank said 
leaders will be unlikely to seek a 
fundamental change in regional 
water management 

"They know if they start tinkering, 
they do not know where they wUI 
come out" he said in the Uzbek cap- 
ital, Tashkent. 

He said the Aral could never return 
to what it was. The best that could be 
hoped for was a containment of the 
problem or for a slight rise in the 
water levels over tune. 

‘For the Aral to return they would 
have to stop all irrigation for 10 
years. People would die upstream 
just to refill the sea. What is the 
value in that?" 


NATO says Yugoslavia bombing 
to continue until Milosevic gives in 


Government’s water contingency 
plan ‘reassuring,’ deputy says 


(Continued from page 1) 

Under scenario one, if the 
plant continues operating at 
full capacity, pumping 
1 .200 cubic metres per 
hour, and if available water 
resources remain constant, 
Amman will receive its 
average total of 5 Oman this 
summer and the supply sys- 
tem will not be changed. 

Under scenario two, if tbe 
quantity or quality of water 
coming to Zai drops, then 
the plant will work at half 
capacity, providing only 
2mcm monthly, Ihe envi- 
sioned wells in the plan will 
be exploited to provide 
1.7mcm a month and water 
supplies will be rationed. 
Some of the water supplied 
to Balqa, Zarqa and Mada- 
ba will be diverted to the 
capital. 

Measures to deal with the 
third “precautionary” sce- 
nario, which has a “low” 
possibility of happening, 
will be enforced if the Zai 
plant stops operating, dur- 
ing which Amman and 
Balqa will “face a real 
water crisis.” Water sup- 
plies will be rationed fur- 
ther and Amman will be 
divided into six or seven 


zones, where 60 per cent of 
residents will be supplied 
through the main network 
and the rest will receive 
water from 300 public and 
private tankers. In Balqa, 
the crisis will primarily hit 
Salt, where residents living 
in high areas will get water 
six hours a week while 
those living in low loca- 
tions will receive water 12 
hours a week. 

With the officially 
declared state of drought in 
January, the government 
reported that Jordan’s water 
deficit for the second half 
of this year is projected to 
reach approximately 10 per 
cent, with demand totalling 
283mcm and supply 
amounting to 254mcm. 

According to Mahadin, 
this summer's domestic 
water consumption is esti- 
mated at 154.4mcm, but the 
available amount is around 
141.7racm. 

Although other gover- 
norates are not expected to 
face extraordinary prob- 
lems, as they have their 
own water resources, they 
are still must deal with a 6- 
36 per cent deficit because 
of illegal water use and 
worn-out networks. 


The government esti- 
mates that more than 50 per 
cent of domestic water sup- 
plies are lost each year due 
to both a worn-out water 
network and theft. It has 
been reported that these 
losses cost the treasury 
JD15 million a year. 

Last year, the government 
spent around 54 per cent of 
$707 million in foreign 
loans and grants on water 
projects, mainly to rehabili- 
tate the 50-year-old water 
network in the capital. 

Phosphate, potash, fer- 
tiliser and cement indus- 
tries, which consume 
40mcm from their own 
wells, will not have a prob- 
lem. while other industries 
that receive supplies from 
the main networks will face 
a nine per cent deficit 

Around 255mcm are 
required for agriculture, 
while the available amount 
totals 169mcm. 

At present, around 
650mcm of water per year 
are used for agriculture, 
part of which is non-renew- 
able. Another 300mcm of 
water are used annually for 
domestic purposes, while 
industiy consumes 50mcm, 
according to water experts. 


(Continued from page 1) 

A NATO official said the alliance 
had not intended © hit foe min but 
that “regrettably we cannot exclude 
foe possibility of casualties in this 
instance.” 

In another attack. 36 people were 
wounded when a dozen NATO 
missiles levelled much of foe Zas- 
rava car and small amis factory in 
foe central Safoian town of Kragu- 
jevac. It was Serbia’s biggest indus- 
trial employer, foe plant’s director 
said Yugoslavia's official news 
agency Tanjug said three Chilians 
woe lolled when a NATO missile 
hit a car an a toad outside Pristina 
on Monday afternoon. 

Other reports said NATO had set 
an oil refinery ablaze and blasted a 
military airfield near Belgrade at 
the weekend Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin discussed foe crisis tty 
telephone with French President 
Jacques Chirac on Monday. A 
spokeswoman quoted Chirac as 
saying he was pleased Moscow 
was willing to work with its West- 
ern partners towards a settlement 
despite their differences on NATO 
air strikes. 

Trying to tie itself closer to a 
sympathetic Moscow, tbe Yugoslav 
parliament voted overwhelmingly 

to join foe loose union of fellow 
Slav countries Russia and Belarus. 
Russian Foreign Minister Igor 
Ivanov said Moscow looked 
favourably on foe idea (see stray 
On page 4). 


With shock waves from foe crisis 
buffeting Eastern Europe, 
Budapest patched up a row wifo 
Moscow, saying it would let a 
blocked Russian aid convoy travel 
through Hungary to Yugoslavia. 

Fighting to Oared at the week- 
end on the Kosovo- Albania border 
between Serb forces and Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA) guerrillas 
raged on for most of Monday, and 
eight shdls hit foe northern Alban- 
ian village of Tropqje. Albanian 
police said In Belgrade. Serbian 
state television accused NATO of 
using its helicopters to transport 
guerrilla forces to the bonder to 
launch attacks inside Yugoslavia. It 
also said Albania was contributing 
artillery support to foe KLA ‘ter- 
rorists.” 

On a visit to Madrid, UN. Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan said he 
had not jet had an answer from 
Milosevic on a five-step proposal 
he made to end tie Kosovo crisis 
with UN. mediation. 

The NATO campaign aims to 
reverse what the affiance calls eth- 
nic cleansing of foe mainly Muslim 
Albanian majerity in Kosovo and 
enable nearly one million displaced 
people to return to their homes wifo 
a NAIO-led miliary force to pro- 
tea than. 

Belgrade says its forces are 
merely fighting the KLA while 
NATO is violating international 
law. sponsoring terrorism and seek- 
ing to dismember Serbia. 
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Libyan economy waking 
up from its long sleep 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, April 13, 1W 



TRIPOLI (AFP) — 
Libya is waking up from 
the seven-year hiberna- 
tion period imposed by 
U.N. sanctions, ana 
preparing to revitalise its 
economy by opening up 
to the outside world. 

A number of countries, 
led by the European 
Union — Italy in partic- 
ular, followed by Ger- 
many, Spain, France and 
Britain — but also South 
Korea and Japan are 
waiting eagerly to take 
advantage of the opening 
up of the Libyan market. 

The Italian group 
AGEP. the German Win- 
tershall, the French Elf 
and Total — both of 
which returned to Libya 
two years ago after a 
long absence — and the 
Spanish Repsol have sig- 
nalled their interest in 
prospecting and devel- 
oping oil resources. 

U.S. companies, which 
are in theory banned by 
the D “Amato iaw from 
investing large sums in 
oil in Libya or Iran, are 
also showing an interest 
in the Libyan market. 

The sanctions were 
imposed in 1992. in an 
attempt to force Libya to 
hand over two of its 
nationals suspected of 
involvement in the 1988 
bombing of a PanAm 
airliner over Lockerbie 
in Scotland, which killed 
270 people. 

After years of wran- 
gling, Washington and 
London agreed last year 
to Libyan demands that 
the men should be tried 
in a “neutral” country, 
and last week they were 
handed over for a trial 


under Scottish law to be 
held in the Netherlands. 

In consequence, the 
United Nations immedi- 
ately suspended the 
sanctions, with the 
understanding that they 
will be completely lifted 
in 90 days. 

'Libya estimated last 
year that the sanctions 
have caused more than 
10,000 deaths because of 
the unavailability of 
medicines and cost the 
economy some $26.5 
billion. 

Nevertheless, the coun- 
try, the richest in North 
Africa but with a popula- 
tion of only 5.2 million, 
managed more or less to 
maintain its standard of 
living with its gross 
domestic product cur- 
rently at around $7,000 
per capita. 

Social services which 
were greatly expanded in 
the 1970s and ‘80s, mak- 
ing health and education 
completely free, were 
hardly affected by the 
sanctions. 

Nor did they affect the 
prices of basic com- 
modities, which have 
remained the same since 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi took power in 
1969. 

Fifty kilogrammes of 
sugar remain at six 
dinars, one kilogramme 
of tea costs one dinar, 20 
kilogrammes of pasta 
costs 2.5 dinars and a 
litre of milk half a dinar. 

The average monthly 
salary is 500 dinars. 

Paradoxically, its oil 
income has been affect- 
ed more by the fall in 
world price's than by the 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO. LTD. 
Announces the Invitation to Tender 
No. 8F/99 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 8F/99 for 
the supply of: 

((5,500,000) MTR of Cortex Detonating Fuses) 
The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices In Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Monday 26th April, 1999. Application 
for documents should be accompanied by a 
non refundable fee of JD75 for each set of tender 
documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours 
local time Tuesday 4th May 1999 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


sanctions. 

Libya, unlike Iraq, has 
never been prevented 
from exporting its oil — 
currently at a rate of 
1.26 million barrels per 
day — and using the 
money, an estimated 
seven billion dollars a 
year, as it pleased. 

Oil is expected to 
account for 90 per cent 
of Libyan exports this 
year, and the income 
from it to provide 67 per 
cent of the annual bud- 
get. 

Experts told AFP that 
Libya also has extensive 
foreign-currency 
reserves, invested in 
financial markets 

abroad. ' 

Nevertheless, they say 
Libya, which has 60 
years of reserves, could 
export much more. The 
end of sanctions will 
enable Tripoli to import 
material to modernise its 
equipment. 

One major effect of the 
sanctions, imposed in 
1992 in an effort to make 
Libya hand over two of 
its nationals wanted on 
suspicion of involve- 
ment in the 1988 
Lockerbie bomb atiack. 
was to isolate the coun- 
try by banning interna- 
tional air travel. 

As a result the three 
main airports, Tripoli. 
Benghazi and Sine, have 
been confined to serving 
internal flights, and 
require major work to 
bring their infrastructure 
back up to scratch. 

Shopkeepers and small 
producers are placing 
great hopes in the end of 
sanctions. 

“We have had prob- 
lems. Inflation on non- 
subsidised items has 
reached 15 per cent and 
consumption has gone 
down,” said a man sell- 
ing electrical equipment 
— all of it imported, 
except for the cheap 
Libyan-made “Garioon” 
brand items. 

‘But he was worried 
about an upsurge in the 
black market and its 
effects on the Libyan 
dinar. At the moment the 
dollar changes for 0.46 
dinars at the official rate, 
and 2.6 dinars unoffi- 
cially. 


Economic conundrum 
awaits Algeria’s 
next leader 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Who- 
ever wins Algerian presi- 
dential elections taking 
place Thursday will face 
the dauntiog task of steer- 
ing the countiy’s sagging 
oil-dependent economy 
towards better days. 

Outgoing President 
Liamine Zeroual has 
already made great strides 
towards restructuring the 
economy which 30 years of 
centralised socialist poli- 
cies had left in a shambles. 

Zeroual, who was 
appointed head of state in 
January 1994 and elected 
president in 1995, signed a 
bailout accord with the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in April 1994 
but the price of IMF-insti- 
gated reforms has been 
very high. 

Almost 400,000 people 
lost their jobs at loss-mak- 
ing slate-owned firms 
which had survived up to 
then only on subsidies paid 
out of dwindling oil earn- 
ings. 

The country was virtually 
bankrupt in 1994 despite 
producing more than 
900,000 barrels of oil a day 
and exporting large quanti- 
ties of natural gas, notably 
to Europe. 

In exchange for its aid 
and a rescheduling of Alge- 
ria's foreign debt of some 
S30 billion, the IMF 
demanded radical econom- 
ic reforms, obliging succes- 
sive governments to close 
down 1 .000 state-owned 
companies with the loss of 
hundreds of thousands of 
jobs. 

The reforms, aimed at 
transforming Algeria into a 
market economy and secur- 
ing its future in the glob- 
alised economy, hate 

already brought down 
inflation from 30 per cent at 
the beginning of the decade 
to 5.0 per cent in 1998. 
according to official fig- 
ures. disputed by some 
experts. 

But in addition to the 
mass redundancies, the 
government was also 

forced to devalue the 
national currency, the dinar, . 
officially by 35 per cent. 
However, on the flourish- 
ing currency blackmarkeL 
the dinar plunged by some 
75 per cenL 

Officially, almost 30 per 
cent of the workforce is 
now unemployed with 

young people and women 
the worst off. 

The dreams of indepen- 
dent Algeria's founding 
fathers of turning their 

country into a regional 
industrial powerhouse. 


have evaporated. 

However a thriving but 
disorganised private com- 
mercial sector has grown 
up in recent years with the 
mass importation of essen- 
tial consumer products. So 
much so, that today, econo- 
mists and some politicians 
say there is a risk Algeria 
will end up with an unpro- 
ductive and “parasitic 
bazaar economy.” 

Foreign oil companies, 
notably American, British 
and Spanish companies, 
have been able to invest 
and exploit Sahara oil wells 
in southern Algeria, in part- 
nership with the state oil 
firm Sonatrach. 

However in other indus- 
tries, investors have been 
slow to put in money, main- 
ly because of fears about 
Islamic militant violence. 

Since 1982, up to 100,000 
people are feared to have 
died in the political vio- 
lence triggered by the can- 
cellatiorTof legislative elec- 
tions which Islamic funda- 
mentalists were poised to 
win. 

The harsh impact of eco- 
nomic reforms has trauma- 
tised many Algerians who 
since independence had 
come to rely on state subsi- 
dies and social handouts. 
Dozens of workers who 
lost their jobs committed 
suicide and roughly 14 mil- 
lion people — half the pop- 
ulation — now live below 
the poverty threshold, 
according to official state- 
ments. 

Around 70 per cent of 
Algeria's population are 
under 30 years of age. ami 
tens of thousands of young 
people are growing up with 
virtually no hope of finding 
work. 

The solution for them — 
and indeed some elderly 
folks — is the “black econ- 
omy” popularly known 
here as “trabendo." This 
ranges from doing odd jobs 
to recycling old clothes or 
hawking cigarettes, candies 
or other items on street cor- 
ners. 

For most of these people 
the arguments of the seven 
candidates in the April 15 
polls are of little interest. 

"The leaders do what they 
want and we do as we like. 
We don't care about their 
laws. Everywhere the only 
thing thai counts is influ- 
ence and corruption,” a 20- 
year-old unemployed youth 
said. 

With a 1 999 budget short- 
fall of 40 per cent, the next 
Algerian president will face 
some painful and difficult 
choices. 



Foreign investment into 
Estonia doubles to record high 


TALLINN f AFP) — Foreign 
direct investment into Estonia 
reached 7.9 billion kroons 
(511.2 million euros. S547 
million) in 1998. a record- 
breaking figure for this small 
Baltic state, the Estonian cen- 
tral bank has announced. 

The previous biggest figure 
was 3.6 billion kroons ($248 
million) in 1997. or less than 
half the figure for 1998. offi- 
cials said. 

Sweden and Finland 
strengthened their position as 
the main foreign investors, 
further tying Estonia into the 
Nordic sphere. 

Sect orally, banking received 
the biggest amount of invest- 
ment. with Sweden’s S wed- 


bank and SE-Banken acquir- 
ing stakes in Hansapank and 
Uhispank (Union Bank), 
respectively. 

"It seems that the harsher 
business environment, caused 
by the decline of the stock 
market in the autumn of 1997 
and the Russian financial cri- 
sis. has not had a major nega- 
tive effect on foreign 
investors." the Director of the 
Estonian Investment Agency, 
Agu Remmelg, told a news 
conference. 

“Most probably it has only 
speeded up a new phenome- 
non: The acquisition of suc- 
cessful Estonian companies 
by Nordic investors.” he said. 

Remmelg said that the 


increasing interest shown b> 
foreign interiors in Estonia 
was likely to continue this 
year. 

“We can expect a continuing 
high level of foreign direct 
investment both in 199Q as 
well a s in the next few scars, 
in slew of the forecast* b> 
international analysis that the 
countries included in the first 
round of expansion of the 
European Union ( EU » will see 
increasing foreign invest- 
ment." Remmelg said 

Estonia is among the six 
countries of Central and East- 
ern Europe invited by the EL' 
into the fast-track group of 
expansion and hopes to join 
the EU in 2003. 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Mineral water bottling companies urge 
government to reconsider import decision 


** FTVE MINERAL water hording compa- 
nies in the Kingdom have submined a mem- 
orandum to the prime minister requesting 
the government to reconsider its decision to 
lift the ban on importing mineral water in 
order to safeguard the national economy 
and the local industries. The memorandum’ 
said that ihe ban was lifted on the justifica- 
tion that the consumption during the com- 
ing summer will be 100 million litres of 
mineral water. “This is an exaggerated num- 
ber although the production capacity of the 
local mineral water industries is 125 million 
lines for the summer season" the memo- 
randum said. 

The industries referred to the government 
announcement, when- lifting the ban, that 
said a study was conducted on the produc- 
tion capacity of the local mineral water 
companies and was found to be equal to 56 
million litres. “This study was conducted 
without consulting the companies or really 
examining their production capacity" the 
memorandum said, it stressed that during 
the water crisis last year, the industries did 
not utilise their full production capacity. 
"Such statements would raise fears among 
the public who would resort to storing water 
and refrain from investing at a difficult eco- 
nomic period when there is no reason to ere- . 
ate worries among the consumers" the 
industries said in their memorandum. 

The five companies added that the same 
policy was called for in the past season 
under pressure from some parties which 
sought imports. The water was imported by 
the Ministry of Supply at the same lime to 
cover the claimed crisis which was found to 
he “‘a fabricated one." Verifying such a situ- 
ation is the fact that the ministry has been 
unable until now to sell all the mineral water 


that was imported, the companies said 

The memorandum criticised the govern- 
ment policy with regard to protecting local 
industries as it gave examples about protec- 
tion practices in industrial countries such as 
the United States, Japan and European 
states. In addition, the companies com- 
plained that allowing imports would lead to 
unfair competition, that would harm the 
local industry, especially when interest rates 
in Jordan are around 1 6 per cent and energy 
costs are high. 

The companies explained in their memo- 
randum char there are two army-owned 
water plants in Syria and that both are basi- 
cally a gift to Syria from a European coun- 
try 1 . As for Saudi Arabia, “the water plants 
there have a huge production capacity and 
they have been set up on attractive financing 
terms." 

The memorandum noted that it is not pos- 
sible to market Jordanian mineral water to 
neighbouring markets because of adminis- 
trative instructions and customs barriers 
imposed by those stares to protect their min- 
eral water industry. “Furthermore, the cost 
of investment in this type of industry is high 
due to tight production and health require- 
ments while similar industries in Cyprus, 
Turkey and Greece do not abide by any con- 
ditions " the companies said. “As such, it is 
worrisome that some mineral water that 
does not meet health and other conditions 
might enter the local market." 

Industry and Trade Minister Mohammad 
Asfour said when he opened the door for 
imports that the ministry gave licences to 
about 50 local companies to set up mineral 
water plants but none of them started their 
projects (Al Ra'ih 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 1999 


By Linda C. Black , Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) It might seem like your 
worst fears have come true today, as new secrets are 
revealed. Don’t go into a rage or a dither. You can still 
be effective, if you inspire others to the right path. 
That’s your job, and you’re good at it. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Teamwork is the key 
to your success again, especially if you 're feeling pres- 
sured. Somebody needs the job' done* now, and' ^ou ■ 
can’t do it all by yourself, nor should you have to. Get 
others involved, and the final outcome will be better for 
all. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21. i You're usually the big 
talker, but today, just the opposite is advised. Instead of 
saving much, continue to listen, with respect and admi- 
ration. You might ask a few leading questions, but not 
much more than that. Be on a mission to find out the 
truth, and you’ll succeed beyond your wildest expecta- 
tions. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) You could get a bril- 
liant insight today, possibly through your own studies, 
possibly through a conversation with teacher or a pro- 
fessor. You've been confronting some tough situations 
lately, but with faith and inspiration, you’ll get through. 
And it looks like you’ve got plenty of both. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You and your partner need 
to talk business. Figure out how much you have and 
how you're going to allocate it. A conversation about 
money today can open up new possibilities and keep 
you from making a silly mistake. So definitely have iL 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You and your 
mate get along so well because each has what the other 
lacks. So don’t waste a lot of time worrying about your 
differences. You don’t need to be alike. That’s not wbat 
vnu're in this partnership for. Remember that and it'll 
be much easier to work together. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The inspiration 
today could come from you. in a rather unexpected 
manner. You’re busy doing something you’ve done a 
thousand times before, when suddenly you see it with 
new eyes. You understand it from the other point of 
view, and that mokes all the difference. It could also 
lead to a promotion. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Looks like 
somebody you love comes up with a brilliant idea. This 
could be your mate or true love, but it might also be a 
young child. Don’t ignore obvious brilliance just 
because it comes from an unlikely source. Heed it and 
take it to heart. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Looks like there are a few changes underway at vour 
place. This is certainly a good rime to make them hap- 
pen. If you get to feeling something’s just not right, 
trust your hunch. Replace it with something that will 
work better for you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) You 
could have a brilliant insight today. Set yourself up for 
it by surrounding yourself with interesting material. 
Practice a skill you’re trying to learn. The part you 
already know you don’t know is going to be a cinch. 
The interesting part, however, is what you don t know. 
That's whv you’ll need a coach. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February IS) The moon’s 
in Pisces, the sign of inspiration, and you could have a 
nifty one today. Put that with material you've recently 
learned and you could make one of tiiose fabulous dis- 
coveries that people get famous for. Why not? 
Somebody’s got to do it. 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) If you've been 
working long hours for not enough money, mention it 
to the higher ups today. You’ll do it in a nice way, of 
course. Like you always do. Don’t let any whining seep 
into your voice today, however. They’ll hate that. But if 
you’re fair, they will be. too. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


Britain’s 

richest 

Asians 

named 

LONDON (AFP) — Two 
brothers whose company is 
valued at 1.3. billion, pounds, 
($2.1' bpon) were named as 
Brit^n^ nchek Asians.'' ; 

Sricband Hinduja, 63. and 
brother GopL 59, whose com- 
pany has interests in finance, 
oil. industry and telecoms, 
topped the list of Britain's 
richest 200 Asians. 

The pair beat last year’s 
richest Asian businessman 
Lakshrai Mittal. 48, whose 
family steel empire came sec- 
ond with 1 2 billion pounds. 

Third was Indian television 
magnate Subhash Chandra, 
48. with 450 million pounds. 

Britain’s 200 most affluent 
Asian men and women have a 
combined wealth of more 
than seven billion pounds 
($1 13 billion). 

Individuals who have made 
it onto the list, published by 
the Eastern Eye newspaper, 
have amassed their wealth in a 
variety of industries including 
finance and commodities, 
fashion, retailing, information 
technology, hotel and catering 
and pharmaceuticals. 


ABN Amro sees continuing profits from Arab banks 


CAIRO iR) — Dutch bank 
ABN .Amro said Monday 
that banks in the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA).which dominate 
regional slock exchange 
turnover, face challenges in 
1999. 

But ir expects generally 
high profitability to contin- 
ue, particularly in Egypt 
and Lebanon. 

Jordan too was seen as a 
viable market. in which to 
invest, with .Arab Bank 
offering “considerable 


value," the report said. 

Egypt, Jordan and 
Lebanon are exchanges par- 
ticularly dominated by trad- 
ing in banks. 

Arab Bank represented 
more than 40 per cent of 
Amman’s total market capi- 
talisation. Commercial 
International Bank (C1B) 
was one of the most active- 
ly traded on the Cairo 
bourse, and Lebanese banks 
were pivotal to the econo- 
my. 

“Significantly, the mar- 
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kets in Egypt, Jordan and 
Lebanon are all mod- 
ernising their infrastructure 
to become more receptive to 
local, regional and interna- 
tional MENA investor inter- 
est.” said the report by 
ABN-Amro’s MENA bank 
analyst Ghassan Medawar. 

Despite Egypt's strong 
macro-economic indicators. 
ABN Amro has been cau- 
tious on its outlook for 
Egyptian banks. 

The sector is dominated 
by four large state banks 
which together account for 
more than 60 per cent of 
total deposits, 65 per cent of 
loans and 70 per cent of 
assets, the report said. 

■ Without commitment 
from the government to 
restructure and privatise the 
state banks, “the MENA 
investor ought to approach 
Egypt’s banking sector with 
due caution,” the report 
said. 

It added: “Our concern is 
that the management ineffi- 
ciencies that currently 


plague the public sector 
banks may begin to leak 
into the private sector banks 
as well.” 

It said private sector banks 
could become squeezed due 
to the dominant market 
positions state banks hold 
because of their large asset 
bases and comparatively 
low cost of funds. 

“While we remain cau- 
tious on the Egyptian bank- 
ing sector as a whole, we 
see long-term value in 
Commercial International 
Bank and medium-term 
earnings stability at 
National Societe Generate 
Bank (NSGBC ABN- Amro 
said. 

It said CfB was develop- 
ing a range of services from 
commercial banking to bro- 
kerage and insurance, and 
National Societe was 
expanding into retail bank- 
ing. 

It said Mi&r International 
Bank (Mibonk) was likely 
to generate little earnings 
growth in 1999, suffcrine 


from the delayed impact of 
the tax law passed in 1 998. 

The report gave CIB’s 
return on equity ns 23 per 
cent, in line with Egypt's 
industry average. and 
Mibank's as 30 per cent. 

It said the return on equity 
for NSGB was 32 per cent, 
“given that the bank is 
under-capitalised and since 
its earnings are likely lo 
grow faster than (CIB and 
Mibank i during the forecast 
period 1999-2002.” 

In Jordan. Arab Bank 
earned an 1 8 per cent return 
on equity. Lebanon’s 
Banque Audi and Banquc 
du Liban et d'Oum.* Mer 
earned 20 per cent and 28 
per cent respectively. 

It said Lebanon’s banks 
would benefit from a well- 
managed privatisation plan 
and their leading role in 
financing post-war recon- 
struction. ABN-Amro said 
it favoured Banque Audi 
and Banque du Liban stock. 


Foreigners hold $29.9b 
in Israel stocks, bonds 


TEL AVIV ( R ) — The Bank of 
Israel said Sunday foreigners 
owned S29.9 billion worth of 
Israeli stocks and bonds in 
1998. up from S2S.9 billion in 
1997 and S 14.6 billion in 1994. 

In a slate menu the central 
bank’s foreign currency super- 
viser said stocks and bonds 
accounted for about 40 per 
cent of foreigners' non-real 
estate Israeli assets, up from 30 
per cent in 1994. 

The central bank said that SI 
percent of foreigners’ holdings 
of Israeli shares were in shares 
traded overseas. 

In 1998 foreigners held 26 
per cent — in terms of market 
valuation — of the Israeli 
shares traded m Israel and 
overseas, up from 1 2 per cent 
in 1994. 

The statement also- said that 
between 1994 and. 1998 for- 
eign holdings of government- 
bonds rose by $5.4 billion. 

The Bank of Israel attributed 
the rise to the government's 
overseas fund-raising pro- 
gramme, mostly under the 
framework of U.S. loan guar- 
antees. 


.As a result tradeable bonds 
accounted for 54 per cent of 
foreign debt in 1998. com- 
pared with 41 per cent in 1994. 

Foreigners held $300,000 in 
locally issued government 
debL 

Meanwhile, two Israeli bro- 
kerage houses. Koor Futures 
Markets and the Solid Group, 
said separately that they had 
been accepted by the Brussels- 
based Pan-European Stock 
Exchange EASDAQ. 

“This will allow me to bring 
Israeli IPOS (initial public 
offerings ) to the EASDAQ and 
to do double listings," chief 
executive officer (CEO) of 
Koor Futures Markets Jacques 
Goldhar told Reuters. “We will 
now be able to make markets." 

Adam Ofek, CEO of the 
SpHdjGrpup. said his company, 
which is- also -a member of- 
.NjASDAQ. had .applied to 
EASDAQ as part of its strategy 
to expand the range of services 
it could provide to Israeli com- 
panies. 

“Basically we want the facil- 
ity to be the only Israeli trading 
desk that can offer market 


making capability worldwide 
in Israeli shares" said Ofek. 

He said the Solid Group 
would serve as one of the 
underwriters for two Israeli 
notations on the EASDAQ 
over the next two to three 
weeks. He declined to name 
the companies. 

Goldhar said lie believed 
EASDAQ would soon rival the 
NASDAQ as the market of 
choice for Israeli companies. 

“Because of the culture, ir 
will quickly become the natur- 
al place for Israeli companies 
to list,” said Goldhar. adding 
that he expected to bring a 
company public or do a dual 
listing within six months. 
More than 100 Israeli compa- 
nies are listed on NASDAQ, 
giving Israel the biggest for- 
eign presence on the American 
exchange after Canada. 

• No Israeli companies are 
currently listed on the EAS- 
DAQ,but an Israeli high tech 
company. Supercom. said in 
February' it planned a listing by 
early April. 

Koor Futures Markets is a 
subsidiary of Koor Industries 


U.S. ‘concerned’ about Airbus subsidies 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States has 
expressed fears that the start 
of new programmes by the 
European ” consortium 
Airbus Industrie could be 
used to justify additional 
government subsidies. 

“The Airbus consortium 
can no longer be considered 
an infant industry' requiring 
government support," 
according to an annual 
report on trade barriers 
released by the Office of the 
U.S. Trade Representative 
lUSTR). 

It noted that Airbus 


booked nearly 50 per cent 
of large civil aircraft orders 
in 1998 and that its out- 
standing orders were worth 
more than $90 billion. 

“The United States is con- 
cerned that the launch of 
new Airbus programmes 
and the restructuring of the 
Airbus consortium may be 
used to justify additional 
government subsidies.” the 
report said. 

Washington is keeping an 
eye on plans announced by 
the ■ member governments 
— France, Germany. Spain 
and Britain — to provide 


financial support to develop 
new Airbus aircraft, includ- 
ing the A340-500/600. 

Under terms of a 1992 
U.S.-European Union 
agreement, the EU is 
required to provide infor- 
mation to the United Slates 
showing the commercial 
viability of new aircraft pro- 
grammes at the rime gov- 
ernments provide financial 
support. 

The European Union (EU) 
has yet to provide the 
requested information, 
according to the USTR. 
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A LOVE STORY OF STYLE 


DAJAM JEWELLERS Shop 5. Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920603/1 079/530007 

Web Site is 

www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
f hour service 
Develop your colour -film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20 1 t3Qem. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 


'fyom sfdcOit . 14 * 7 * j4mmatt 



CftysTA 


Quality Serviced Suites 
★One & Two Bedrooms *Fu1ly 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Slay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Grcle 

Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : oysul® go.com.jo 


J 


« FOR 
RENT 




Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SflNflBEL 


Rea I Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

TeL 5864230 -5865167 

Mobile: 079/537588 



Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 


Telephone: 962-6-5698131 

Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budget© go. com. jo 
\n Indcptndtin (iudsrt >>Mon Limber 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

568431 1 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 





Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
Open For Lunch & Dinner 
From 12:30 p.m. Until 12:30 a.m. 

German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - Al Harara Street Tel: 5S19"30 / 581 OS 1 1 
1*0 Bu\ 655 5i Amman- 1 1113 Iordan 


4 


mrex .jq um 
Hotel 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Music , Music , Music , 

Master oj Boogie W'oogie. a pianist oj iniemtmal standards 
featuring al the Wadi Rum Bar nightly except Mondays. 
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Hakkinen gets McLaren 
back on track in Brazil 


SAO PAULO (AFP) — Finland's 
Mika Hakkinen threw down the gaunt- 
let to the pretenders to his world dri- 
vers' crown here on Sunday, winning 
the Brazilian Grand Prix in the second 
race of the Formula One calendar. 

Hakkinen. driving a McLaren, fin- 
ished ahead of second-placed Michael 
Schumacher in a Ferrari with 
Schumacher's German compatriot 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen third in a 
Jordan. 

Irishman Eddie Irvine, who came 
fifth in the other Ferrari, retains the 
overall lead in the world drivers cham- 
pionship with 12 points after two 
rounds. 

Ralf Schumacher came fourth in a 
Williams while team Prost's Olivier 
Panis was sixth. 

McLaren 's so fur less-than-convinc- 
ing defence of their hard- won drivers’ 
and constructors’ championships had 
looked destined to continue earlier 
after a disastrous start. 

World drivers’ champion Hakkinen 
and team male David Ceuhhard had 
looked well-piuced to dominate the 
race after claiming pole and second 
place on the grid respectively. 

But Coulthard stalled at the start, 
effectively putting him out of con- 
tention before the race had begun 
while Hakkinen soon gave up his hard- 
won advantage. 

On lap four the Finn conceded the 
lead to Brazilian driver Rubens 
Barrichello in a Stewart- Ford with 
Schumacher taking second place and 
Hakkinen apparently struggling in 
third. 

Coullhard's problem was later diag- 
nosed to be hydraulic while a gears 
malfunction was the explanation for 
Hakkinen's problems on lap four. 

“I though the game was over for me 
when it happened." said Hakkinen. 
who retired from the opening race in 
Australia last month. 

"I was coming round the comer and 
going through the gearbox and every- 
thing was looking good. The lead was 
getting bigger. 


‘T selected the higher gear but sud- 
denly I didn’t have any gears whatso- 
ever. The team told me to continue and 
suddenly the gears came back. 

“In all my career in Formula One I 
have never had a problem like that. It 
was incredible really. 

“I lost a couple of places and I was 
very disappointed. But I just thought 
let's see what happens in the race and 
when Michael went into the pits I jusL 
went flat out. 

“I had a lot of traffic which cost me 
about a second but I managed to get 
the lead. It was a very hard, demand- 
ing race but I am just glad to have 
won.” 

Eventually Hakkinen got his act 
together and started to push 
Schumacher for second place with 
nine laps of the 72-lap race gone con- 
tinued with the German driver in turn 
closing the gap on Barrichello, whose 
exploits delighted the vast Brazilian 
crowd. 

Barrichello's British team-mate 
Johnny Herbert fared less well going 
out after 1 7 laps while another Briton, 
former world champion Damon Hill, 
also exited early in his Jordan. 

Coulthard was three laps back after 
finally managing to start his car and 
was making a determined bid to move 
up the field. 

But the Scotsman condnued to sail 
close to the wind, on two occasions 
driving off the track before managing 
to find his way back to the tarmac. But 
finally he gave up the ghost on lap 28. 

Frenchman Jean Alesi, in a Sauber, 
looked to be posting a challenge and at 
one point was fifth before a dreadful 
pitstop on lap 26 held him up consid- 
erably and his race finished just short- 
ly afterwards. 

Barrichello came into the pits on lap 
27. handing the lead to Schumacher, 
and re-emerged in fourth with 
Hakkinen second and Ferrari’s Irvine, 
who won the opening race of the sea- 
son in Australia, up to third. 

Hakkinen took that his cue to turn up 
the heat on Schumacher with the gap 


between the two coming down to half 
a second. 

Frenchman Stephane Sarrazin, a 
Prost test driver making his Grand Prix 
debut for the Minardi team, was the 
most spectacular casualty just before 
the halfway point with a dramatic spin 
with his car’s nosepiece smashed in 
the resulting collision with a barrier. 

Barrichello brough a huge roar from 
his home crowd w’hen he eased past 
Irvine to take third place on lap 36. 

The man known here as Rubinho has 
finally brought the crowds back to 
Interlagos nearly five years after the 
tragic accident that killed Brazilian 
golden boy Ayrton Senna at Imola in 
1994. 

On lap 37 Schumacher came in for 
his pit srop, ceding the lead to 
Hakkinen. 

Irvine’s progress was held up by an 
uncharacteristically slow 11.6 pit stop 
by the Ferrari team. 

Hakkinen immediately took his stop 
and came back out still ahead of two- 
time world champion Schumacher. 

Finally Barrichello’s glory bid came 
to an end after 42 laps when he left the 
circuit with a pall of smoke indicating 
engine problems. 

Just to compound the misery of the 
Brazilian crowd another local 
favourite Pedro Diniz, in a Sauber, saw 
his race come to an end on the same 
lap. 

Giancarlo Fisichella, meanwhile, 
who had never been out of the points- 
scoring places bad quit in the pit lane 
four laps earlier. 

With 50 laps gone Hakkinen was 
beginning to put clear blue water 
between himself and Schumacher, 
stretching his lead to 5.2 seconds. 

The Finn consolidated his lead in the 
closing laps with Schumacher unable 
to mount one of his famous charges 
and, after Irvine’s opening victory for 
Ferrari, the scene looks set for a sea- 
son-long duel between the teams that 
dominated last season's champi- 
onship. 


Prinosil wins rain-delayed match in Tokyo 


TOKYO (AFP) — David 
Prinosil had to wait for a 
long time due to rain in the 
morning, but wasted no 
time to beat Martin Danim 
on the opening day of the 
Japan Open tennis tourna- 
ment on Monday. 

The Czech-bom German 
1 6th seed stayed on outside 
court for just less than an 
hour to score a straightfor- 
ward 6-1. 6-3 victory' over 
the Czech in the men's sin- 
gles first round. 

“I’m used to it in Tokyo. I 
was here already five or six 
limes and I know that 


sometimes it was raining 
like two or three days. It's 
not easy, but it’s okay,” said 
Prinosil. 

Prinosil stood firm from 
the outset, breaking 
Damm’s service game in 
the opening game on a 
lucky net-corded ball. He 
fired a total of 10 aces and 
was never a break point 
down throughout the match. 

“I was playing very 
aggressive from the begin- 
ning. I've won all the four 
matches we played before 
and I think he was very ner- 
vous. I put pressure on him 


WANTED EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

International Contracting Company in irbid has a 
position available for an Executive Secretary. 
Candidates must be highly proficient in English and 
have good computer skills. 

Send CV to P.O. Box 962031 Amman 11196 Jordan i 


from the beginning. It was 
the key of the match,” said 
Prinosil. 

The $895,000 hard court 
event began quietly, but 
organisers were shocked 
when triple Wimbledon 
champion Boris Becker of 
Germany pulled out due to 
personal reasons after the 
Hong Kong Open final on 
Monday. 

Becker plans to hang up 
his racket in July. 

Fellow Germans Oliver 
Gross and Michael 
Kohlmann ended the day on 
a different side with Gross 
beating Japan’s wild card 
entrant Yasufumi 

Yamamoto 6-4, 6-4, and 
Kohlmann losing to Italy's 
Laurence Tieleman 3-6, 6-7 
(6/S). 

Tenth seed Daniel Vacek 
of the Czech Republic was 
an easv 6-1. 6-1 winner 


over American Geoff Grant, 
while Dennis van 

Scheppingen of the 
Netherlands smashed aside 
Orlin Stanoytchez of 

Bulgaria 6-2. 6-1. 

Hosts Japan at least made 
one berth in the second 
round as Goichi Motoraura 
defeated his Davis Cup 
teammate Satoshi Iwabuchi 
6-2. 6-4. 

Fifth seed Kristina Brandi 
became the first seed to fall 
when she bowed to fellow 
American Jolene Watanabe 
4-6, 2-6. but there were no 
other surprises in the 
women’s singles. 

The 1995 Japan Open 
champion Amy Frazier, 
second seed, fellow 
American Kimberly Po, 
fourth seed, and Wang Shi- 
ting of Taiwan, eighth seed, 
all scored two-set victories. 


Agassi 
beats 
Becker 
to win 1 st 
Asian title 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Andre Agassi won his first 
tournament in Asia on 
Monday when he completed 
a rain-interrupted victory 
over long-time rival Boris 
Becker in the final of the 
Hong Kong Open. 

World No. 12 Agassi, who 
came to Hong Kong on a 
wild card, needed just 36 
minutes to wrap up his 40th 
career title with a 6-7 (4/7), 
6-4. 6-4 victory ' in the 
$350,000 event. 

When rain halted play on 
Sunday, Agassi was a service 
break up in the decisive third 
set. and leading 2-0. 

Despite a turbulent week 
— with his two-year mar- 
riage to actress Brooke 
Shields ending — Agassi was 
outwardly calm as he 
returned to court and sped to 
victory over Becker who is 
heading towards retirement. 

“We both played really 
well today. He still has a 
game that can beat so many 
guys on the circuit.*' said 
Agassi. “I just wanted to hold 
serve for I know he can turn a 
match around quickly.” 

Agassi, sped to a 5-1 lead 
in the final set, breaking the 
German’s boom-boom serve 
in the fifth game. 

At 5-2. with Agassi serving 
for the title, it looked bleak 
for Becker. But the German, 
who hammered down 1 1 aces 
in his four service games, 
refused to give up. He edged 
back, breaking Agassi at 0-40 
in the eighth game and then 
held his serve to trail 5-4. 



Zidane 
in new 
injury 
scare 


Andre Agassi of the United States celebrates after beat- 
ing Boris Becker of Germany in the final of the Salem 
Open ATP tennis tournament in Hong Kong. Agassi 
won 6-7 (4-7) 6-4 6-4 (Renters photo) 


But Agassi, who had failed 
to convert two match points 
in the previous game was not 
to be denied this time, 
although Becker gamely 
fought on. 

The three-time Wimbledon 
champion saved a third 
match point but a forehand 
volley agonisingly wide from 
Becker gave Agassi the title. 

“He beat me today. I didn't 
lose the match. I gave every- 
thing I had.” said Becker, 
who had hoped to register his 
50th career tide. 

‘1 created chances for 
myself, but he deserved to 
win,” added Becker, who has 
said he will retire later this 


year. 

June's 


Wimbledon 


Championships will be his 
last tilt at a Grand Slam title. 
"I hope to be better prepared 
by the time Wimbledon 
comes around.” added 
Becker. 

Both players will now 
move on to Tokyo where they 
will play in die $725,000 
Japan Open. 

But a question mark hangs 
over Agassi who said a 
strained shoulder could keep 
him out of the tournament 
which he has entered as a 
wildcard. 

“I’m hoping to go there 
ready to play. But If I’m not 
feeling fit. I’m prepared to 
miss the tournament.” said 
Agassi 


TURIN (AFP) — Midfield 
star Zinedine Zidane has 
given Juventus yet another 
injury scare before their 
European Champions 
League dash with 
Manchester United next 
week. 

The twisted knee which 
kept France's World Cup 
hero out of action for three 
weeks before the semi final 
first leg at Old Trafford 
flared up again here on 
Sunday, forcing him to 
retire at half-time against 
Bologna. 

“1 5 dn*t come out for the 
second half because the 
joint was giving me trou- 
ble,” said the Frenchman. “I 
told the coach that I didn’t 
want to go on and he agreed. 

“But it’s strange oU the 
same,” he admitted. “I did- 
n’t feel anything for the 90 
minutes in Manchester but 
here all it needed was 45 
minutes to cause me prob- 
lems.” 

. Juventus will have to 
decide later this week 
whether to risk their Golden 
Ball winner, whose contri- 
bution against United was * 
priceless, when they face 
Serie A leaders Lazio on 
Saturday. 

However, Zidane's injury 
was not the only note of 
alarm for coach Carlo 
Ancelotti in Sunday's 2-2 
draw. 

The performance may 
seem like good news for 
United fans, but it is proba- 
bly a bad omen. With just 
one point from their last two 
games. Juventus one now 
mid-table and all but certain 
to finish outside the top four. 
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Sammy Sosa hits his first home run of the 1999 season in the Cubs ninth inning on Sunday against the 
Pittsburgh Pirates. The Pirates won 9-6 (Reuters photo) 




The French Cultural Centre in Amman 

presents ' t \ 

Franck B RALEY 

French pianist, first prizewinner of Queen Elizabeth of Belgium 
international competition in 1991 \ 

on stage 

r~i Playing Haendel, Beethoven, Franck. Debussy, Gershwin 




Terra Sancta College, Jebel Lweibdeh, 
on Thursday 15th of April, 1999 at 8.00 p.m. 


* * * * 


Tickets on sale at the French Cultural Centre (tel : 4612658). 5 JD. 


Job Vacancy 


Medical Regional Company 
is seeking to hire a Secretary 
with the following qualifications: 

■ Good command of English. 

■ Computer skills. 

■ Minimum 2 years experience. 

■ Good knowledge of secretarial work. 

Qualified candidates should apply within 
3 days to Fax No. 562 4654 





Seles wins 1st title of 1999 


AMELIA ISLAND (AFP) 
— Monica Seles captured 
her first title of 1999, and 
the 44th of her career, here 
Sunday, cruising past 
Ruxandra Dragomir 6-2. 6- 
3 in the final of the 
$520,000 Bausch and 


Lomb Championships. 

Seles, the second seed, 
didn’t drop a set all week en 
route to her first title since 
she won the Princess Cup in 
Tokyo last September. 

She earned $80,000 for 
rhe victory and will move 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED & UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS 

• Three bedrooms 

CH & telephones 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds’ Garden (Shaer Building) 

Tel: 5667862 - 079/550504 


up one spot to third in the 
WTA Tour rankings next 
week. 

Dragomir, at 26 one year 
older than Seles, was 
appearing in her first WTA 
Tour final since she earned 
her fourth career title at the 
Heine-ten Trophy event in 
Rosmalen in 1997. 

She defeated eighth seed 
Barbara Schett and Russian 
reenager Anna Koumikova 
on the road to the final. 
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Cnieona TfoeaTKe 


CINEMA TEL:463-4144 

PHILADELPHIA § V 

Steven Spielberg's 


< 

Q 


ANTZ I 

] Shows: 1 2:30. 3:30. 6: 1 5. 8: 1 5 

I SAVING 

i 

I PRIVATE RYAN 

| Show: 9:30 


CINEMA TEL:463-4144 

PHILADELPHIA ‘2’ 

Sophie Marceau ... 
in Leo Tolstoy's 

ANNA 

KARENINA 

Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:5699238 

PLAZA 

Leonardo Di Caprio ... in 

TITANIC 


Shows: 12: 15, 3:30. 6:45. 9:45 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORDE 

ALWAD MAHROUS 
BTA'AL WAZIR 

Shows: 12J0, 3:3a 6:15. S:3a 1030 


KISS THE GIRLS 

Shows: 3:30. 5:30 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galteria 
Julia Roberts ..in 

STEPMOM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 

THE MAGIC SWORD 

Thursday and Friday mornings 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

www.ctis.cotn.jo/Galkria 

Tom Hanks & Meg Ryan..in 

YOU'VE GOT M@R 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, S:30, 10:45 

RUSH HOUR 

Shows: 5:00 p.m only 


WshamYnnesTheetre 

TEL 4625155 



Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Clippers shock Blazers 
as worst beats best 


PORTLAND (R) — The 
worst team in the NBA beat 
the best on Sunday as the 
usually hapless Los 
Angeles Clippers stunned 
the Portland Trail Blazers. 

The Clippers scored the 
final 12 points of the game 
to upend the league-leading 
Blazers S9-83 a day after 
losing at home to Portland 
by 27 points. Maurice 
Taylor scored 23 points and 
Sherman Douglas added 19 
to lead the Clippers, who 
i^pcored Portland 29-18 in 
tne fourth quarter. 

“In less than 24 hours, we 
made a great turnaround,'' 
said Clippers coach Chris 
Ford. "It’s nice to see this 
after all of the struggles 
we’ve had," added Ford, 
whose ream at 5-31 still has 
23 fewer victories, than 
Portland. 

Isaiah Rider scored 17 
points and Rasheed Wallace 
added 16 for Portland (28- 
S). which lost for only the 
second time in 19 home 
games this season. 

At Utah, the Jazz scored 
13 of the first 16 points and 
never trailed as all five 
siarters scored in double 
figures in a 85-76 victory 
ojtar the Houston Rockets. 
Bi^on Russell took some of 
the burden off Karl Malone 
by scoring 19 points, 
Malone added 16 and oft- 
maligned centre Greg 
Ostertag held his own 
against Hakeem Olajuwon 
with 11 points, a season- 
high 15 rebounds and five 
blocks for the Jazz. 

‘7 know the fans have 
been waiting for this for a 
long time and we have too 
as his teammates, so it’s 
really neat to see Greg play 
well," Malone said. The 
win moved Utah (27-8) 
within a half game of 
Portland for the best record 
irv the NBA. 

(gjlajuwon led Houston 
with 23 points and 12 
rebounds. In Boston, the 
Chicago Bulfs scored 32 
more points than they , did 
Saturday and still lost. 
Antoine Walker had 23 
points and 1 1 rebounds and 
Ron Mercer added 18 
points as the Celtics beat 
the Bulls 87-81 a day after 
Chicago managed just 49 
points in a humiliating loss 
to Miami. 

Dana Barros added 10 
points and 12 assists for 
Boston. Toni Kukoc scored 
23 points and Ron Harper 
chipped in 19 for the Bulls. 

At Los Angeles, Gary 
P.-gwon had 33 points and 
nine assists as the Seattle 
Supersonics held off the 
Lakers 113-109 for then- 
first road win over a team 
with a winning record. 

Vin Baker added 27 
points and Hersey Hawkins 



Utah Jazz forward Bryon Russell (L) is fouled on the 
way to the basket by Houston Rocket forward Antoine 
Qurr (R) during the fourth quarter of their NBA game. 
Carr was a Jazz teammate with Russell last year. The 
Jazz beat the Rockets 85-76 (Reuters photo) 

scored 20 for Seattle, which 


used a 10-2 run to pull 
away after the Lakers tied 
the game at 88-88. 
ShaquiBe O’Neal poured in 
a season-high 38 points and 
Kobe Bryant added 25 and 
nine assists for Los 
Angeles. 

At Minnesota, Joe Smith 
scored 14 of his 19 points 
in the fourth quarter and 
pulled down 17 rebounds as 
the Timberwolves beat the 
Detroit Pistons 88-79. The 
Timberwolves used an S-l 
run late in the third quarter 
to take a 60-50 lead into the 
fourth and never allowed 
the Pistons to come closer 
than eight points. 

Kevin Garnett scored 20 
points and Bobby Jackson 
contributed 14 for 
Minnesota. Grant hill led 
Detroit with a game-high 
27 points. 

At New Jersey, Lairy 
Johnson scored 22 points 
and Marcus Cam by added a 
season-high 19 and eight 
rebounds off the bench to 
lead the new York Knicks 
to a 93-78 win over the 
Nets. Johnson drained con- 
secutive 3-pointers in the 
fourth quarter to put the 
Knicks up by 20 with just 
over four minutes left. 

Patrick Ewing had 15 
points and 15 rebounds for 
New York, which moved a 
half-game ahead of 


Philadelphia for seventh 
place in the Eastern 

Conference. 

In Miami, Jamal 

Mashbum scored a season- 
high 25 points and Alonzo 
Mourning added 23 as the 
Heat held off the 

Milwaukee Bucks 95-92 
for their fifth straight victo- 
iy. Ray Allen scored 25 
points to lead the Bucks, 
losers of four of their last 
five games. 

In Washington, Rod 
Strickland scored 10 of his 
19 points in the fourth quar- 
ter, including the go-ahead 
three-point play with 3:26 
remaining, to rally the 
Wizards to a 105-98 victory 
over the Philadelphia 76ers. 

Mitch Richmond led 
Washington with 24 points. 
Allen Iverson had 32 points 
to lead the 76ers but shot 
just l-of-6 in the fourth 
quarter when Strickland 
took over for Washington. 

In Vancouver. Vlade 
Divac scored seven of his 
13 points in the final five 
minutes and Chris Webber 
recorded his 33rd double- 
double with 24 points and 
10 rebounds as the 
Sacramento Kings held off 
the Grizzlies 91-88. 

Vancouver had a chance 
to tie in the closing seconds 
but Pete Chilcutt missed an 
off-balance 3-pointer from 
the right wing at the buzzer. 


Investigative committee formed 
as federation acquitted of wrongdoing 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — A government official 
on Monday noted that the 
International Body Building 
Federation (IFBB) has exonerated 
the Jordan Body-Building 
Federation (JBBF) from any 
responsibility in connection to the 
scandal involving the use of perfor- 
mance-enhancing drugs by a 
Jordanian bodybuilder. 

■ Minister of Youth and Sports 
Mohammad Kheir Mamsar also 
said that the letter he obtained this 
week did not indicate the punish- 
ment Mustafa Hasanein received for 
using a drug containing Cortisone 
before the 1998 IFBB Men’s World 
Amateur Body Building Champions 
in Turkey. 

“The letter confirmed that 
Hasanein used a drug that contained 
Cortisone which is not allowed to 
be used by bodybuilders," Mamsar 
told the Jordan Times. 

The minister said that he had 
requested some documents from 
different parties to inquire about the 
validity of Hasanein’s claims and 
formed an investigation team to 
look into the matter. 

*7f it was proven that Hasanein 
used banned drugs, he will receive a 
harsh punishment, possibly a life 
suspension," Mamsar added 


Officials noted that the results of a 
blood test conducted on Hasanein 
before he headed to the Izmir con- 
test was submitted to the IFBB. 

Muwaffaq A1 Fawwaz, vice-chair- 
man of the’ Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JO C), however, under- 
lined that Jordan lacks “accredited 
laboratories" to conduct tests for 
those using performance enhancing 
drugs. 

“What was done to Hasanein in 
Jordan was a very simple blood test 
which by no means can substitute 
the test conducted by professional 
laboratories that are recognised by 
die IFBB,” Fawwaz said. 

"The test was merely to find out 
whether Hasanein was using 
Caffeine or any other substance that 
our laboratories can detect. It was 
not possible in such a test to judge 
whether the athletes used illegal 
hormones," Fawwaz, who is the 
head of the JOC’s medical and dop- 
ing committee, added. 

The JOC official said that 
Hasanein, whose best achievement 
was a third place finish in 1994 
World Championship held in China, 
was one of the top athletes for the 
upcoming Arab Games “but with 
the new scandal, the hope has disin- 
tegrated because the IFBB disquali- 
fication would bar him from compe- 
tition." 


“We are very disappointed,” he 
added. 

Hasanein’s scandal rocked the 
country when a report obtained 
from the IFBB showed that he was 
not included on the final list of win- 
ners in the over 90-kilogramme cat- 
egory. 

Earlier results showed that 
Hasanein. who currently resides in 
Austria, had won the gold medal in 
the event, which took place in the 
Turkish city of Izmir. 

Final results from the champi- 
onship noted that Final placements 
differ from those originally posted 
and reflect results of the doping 
control tests conducted on medal 
lists after the finals. 

The IFBB report indicated that 
Hasanein lost his title because the 
federation’s Doping Control 
Committee had confirmed that he 
took steroids in big quantities. 

Despite six months since the 
championship was held in Turkey, 
the JBBF insists that it has not 
received any indication from the 
IFBB to this matter although a letter 
circulated to all national federations 
on Feb. 2 mentioned the Jordanian 
athlete's disqualification. 

In a recent interview, Hasanein 
told Jordan Television that he used a 
medicine, which contained 
Cortisone, to treat an injury he sus- 


tained during training. 

A test conducted by the IFBB 
proved that be used banned sub- 
stances which ultimately led to his 
disqualification from champi- 
onship. The penalty, which is yet to 
be announced might include a two- 
year suspension, which will bar 
Hasanein from taking part in the 
upcoming Pan-Arab Games in 
August. 

Hasanein was the second 
Jordanian athlete to be disqualified 

in an international sports event. 

Last year, Jordan's weightlifting 
champion Ayed Khawaldeh was 
disqualified from the Asian Games 
contests which were held in 
Bangkok in December after testing 
positive following a new Arab 
record in the 56-kilogramme class. 
The Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) reprimanded the JOC after 
Khawaldeh was found to have taken 
the diuretic Triamderene in a ran- 
dom test following which he was 
immediately disqualified and 
expelled from the Games Village. 

The OCA handed the matter to the 
sport’s governing body to impose an 
international suspension which will 
bar him from the Pan-Arab Games. 


LOCAL SPORTS SCENE 





Swedish expert to lecture 
table tennis training course 

AMMAN — The Jordan Table Tennis Federation in fy 
conjunction with the Olympic Solidarity Committee 
will organise an advanced training course on the " 
game from May 23-30. Federation President Ismat ■ 

: Kurdi said Syria. Lebanon, Iraq and Palestine have \ 
been contacted to send two trainers to participate in 
the event. The International Table Tennis Federation r 
‘ has nominated a Swedish lecturer to address the par- ** 
ticipants. Kurdi also said the federation has contact- » 
ed France, China and Taiwan to hold training camps : 
for the men’s and women's national teams as part of K 
preparations for the 9th Pan-Arab Games — A1 j? 
Hussein Tournament. Meanwhile, the federation V; 
will soon award players who achieved advanced ' 
positions in the Arab Federation Championship, ~ 
which was recently held in Lebanon. 

Equestrian team to leave 
for Kuwait, UAE 

AMMAN — The national equestrian team will partici- ,, 
pate in the April 15-16 Kuwait International 
Championship. After taking part in the event, the team j 
including Hani Bisharat, Ghassan Qassar, Hosam ^ 
Bahu, Senan Nashashibi and Muna Sukhtian is sched- 
uled to leave for the UAE to participate in a three-day 
international championship. 
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SCOREBOARD 


EffA3Vodd-Yfig IK j C hampionship 

Group D match 


Mali 
Uruguay 
Group E 

in';''.' 

leroon. 

rronpF 

Honduras 

Zambia 


: '2 

Or . , 

\ 

-1 - 

1 


German 

VfL Bochum 2' : 

B. Leverkusen 2 
Bayern Munich I 
Hansa Rostock; 2; ■■ 
Hertha Berlin '• 2 ‘ 
Nuremberg - -.2 
VfL Wolfsburg 2 

Dutch Leag ue : 
Feyenoord ■■ ■ 4 

C. Leeuwaarden4 . 


Johnstone 


South Korea * • 
Portugal . 

England * 
United Stales 

. Spain 
Brazil ■ 


Munich I860 
•E. Frankfurt ■ 
Schalke 
B. Dortmund 
Stuttgart . 

B. M’gladbach 
Kaiserslautern 


FC Utrecht 
Ajax 

Rangers 


0 

1 : 
.1 

0 . 
0 
O' 
I ; 


AC Milan 

Piacenza 

Salemitana 

Sampdoria 

Vicenza 

AS Roma 


English Premiership 
Everton 2 

Wimbledon 1 

Belgian League 


Parma 

Perugia 

Inter Milan 

Venezia 

Empoli 

Lazio 


Coventry City 
Chelsea 


-.2 

• 3 


igers play Celtic m the final on May 29 


Spaiwh League 


CeltaVigo . 
Valencia:.; 
AlaVes • ; r 
Real Mallorca 
Oviedo \ ! 

Real Sociedad- 
EspanyoT ’ 
Salamanca 


Atietico-AladridZ" 

Italian League J 

Cagliari v '^-A 
Florentine 2 


Real Madrid 1 ’ . 1 ; 
Extremadura^ I - 
D. I^ Cafuha . 1 
Valladolid-’ .0 
Athletic Bilbao 0. 
Real Betis 0 . 
Real Zaragoza Z 
Racing Santander 2 . 
Villarreal '2 


Udiiiese 

■.Bari 

Bologna; 


St Truiden 

2 

Kortrijk 

2 

. NBA ’ 




'• • New York 

93 

New Jersey 

7f 

Utah 

85 

Houston 

It 

Seattle 

113 

LA Lakers 

1C 

Minnesota 

88 

Detroit 

7? 

Bostbn 

87 

Chicago 

81 

Miami 

95 . 

Milwaukee 

92 

' Washington 

105 

Philadelphia 

9i 

'Sacramento 

91 

Vancouver 

Si 

LA Clippers 

89 

Portland 

82 

MafiaaaLLfiagac 



Philadelphia 

2 

Florida 

1 

Atlanta 

3 

Arizona 

2 

Pittsburgh’ 

9 

Chicago 

6 

. New Yoric 

6 

Montreal 

3 

Cincinnati 

4 

Sl Louis 

2 

Houston 

5 

Milwaukee 

2 

Colorado at Los Angeles — PPD, Rain 


San Francisco 

8 

San Diego 

.6 

' ; AmeriranJL^gufi 



Toronto 

9 

Baltimore 

5 

: . _.Ny Yankees 

11 

Detroit 

. 

; --'v^-?inopABqr> 

5 

Boston 

' 4 

'Kansas City 

3 

White Sox 

.1 

Cleveland 

9 

Minnesota 

. 8 

•'Seattle 

11 

Oakland 

8 

'Texas 

6 

Anaheim 
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Bungu 
wants 
a shot at 
Hamed 


LONDON (AFP) — South 
African Vuyani Bungu is the 
latest in a line of overseas 
fighters demanding a shot at 
careftilfy-ptoKcted WBO 
featherweight champion 
Prince Naseem Homed. 

The British boxer retained 
his title with an llth-round 
stoppage win over compatri- 
ot Paul Ingle on Saturday 
night but several of his rivals 
are convinced the much- 
hyped Hamed is not as good 
as his reputation. 

Bungu, the former unde- 
feated IBF super-ban- 
tamweight champion, said he 
is convinced he could beat 
the undefeated Briton. 

Bungu said: “He could be 
in for a massive surprise if he 
fights me.” 

The South African’s trainer 
Mzi Mnguni was even more 
confident and said: “We 
know that Bungu will beat 
Hamed and, notwithstanding 
Hamed’s punching power, I 
really do not believe that 
Hamed is a particularly good 
champion. 

“I have always said that 
Bungu’s class and speed will 
give Hamed fits." 


Send drug cheats 

to jail — Irish sports minister 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Drug 
cheats should be sent to jail 
to cleanse international sport 
before next year’s Sydney 
Olympics, Ireland’s sports 
minister said here Monday. 

Irish Sport and Tourism 
Minister James McDaid 
described athletes using per- 
formance enhancing drugs as 
“tracksuit fraudsters.” 

McDaid said sending drug 
cheats to prison may be the 
only deterrent and he sug- 
gested penalties would be in 
line with those found guilty 
of criminal drug offences. 

“I believe it will send a 
strong, clear signal to all 
those who promote and facil- 
itate the use of certain per- 
formance enhancing drugs 
that they will, in future, be 
committing a criminal 
offence and be subject to the 
full rigours of the law 
including jail terms,” he 
said. 

The Irish government later 
this year hoped to include 
certain performance-enhanc- 
ing substances under its gen- 
eral drugs legislation, he 
a dded. 

McDaid said criminal 
action should be taken 
against those providing and 
using illegal substances in 
sport. 

“I would go as far as to put 
these people in jail,” he said. 

McDaid said the Sydney 
Olympics were a chance to 


restore integrity to interna- 
tional sports corrupted by 
greed and drugs over the past 
few decades. 

“The success of the 
Sydney 2000 Games will not 
be detemined by the size or 
cost of the spectacle that is 
staged,” he said. : 

“Australia is Hosting -the 
Olympic Gaines at a time 
that is a crossroads in sport- 
ing history. 


“The world is looking to 
Australia for assurance that 
international sport can again 
be safe and fair. 

“Australians are famous 
the world over as a sports 
loving people. 

"It would. I believe, be a 
fitting tribute to the 
Australian people if at the 
dawn of the new millennium 
the true Olympic flame was 
rekindled in Sydney.’’ 


DUTY UNPAID CAR FOR SALE 


Hyundai Sonata GLS, 16 valve, model 
1994, full options except slide roof. Colour 
redwood. Price: JD3,000. 

Interested, please contact 079/512192 


Jaguar XJ6 1990 - Full options - duty unpaid 
Price: JD1 5,000 negotiable 

Call Tel.: 5681797. Fax: 5697905 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 


Consists of 2 bedrooms (one master), large 
salon, 3 bathrooms, terrace overlooking the four 
directions, all utilities available plus a lift and a 
telephone. Location: Overlooking the king 
abdullah gardens. 

Call from 9 to 11 a.m. and from 
3:30 to 5 p.m. at Tel : 4749522 


The Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Jordan Design & Trade Center 
Cordially Invites You To Visit 

IRAQ AL AMIR 
EXHIBITION 




Handmade pottery, fabrics, cushions, paper, 
and much more! All handcrafted 
by the women of Iraq Al Amir Village - Wadi Seer 

April 3rd - April 29th 

Jordan Design & Trade Center 
TeL 5699141/2 - Opening Hours 8 : 00 am - 7 : 00 pm 
Off Wadi Saqra Sc., between King Abdullah Gardens 6C Safeway, 
2 nd right after gas station. 
e-maiLjdtc@nets.com.jo / http://www.nhf.org.jo 


! 
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Hizbollah bomb kills Israeli 
soldier in south Lebanon 



MARJAYOUN (R) — At 
least one Israeli soldier was 
killed on Monday by a road- 
side bomb inside the Jewish 
state's south Lebanon occu- 
pation zone, a pro-Israeli 
militia security source said. 

The explosion, which 
damaged an armoured car, 
occurred on the road to 
Amoun Beaufort on the 
edge of the central sector of 
the buffer zone, the source 
said. 


This raised to eight the 
number of Israeli soldiers 
killed in south Lebanon 
since the start of the year. 
Fifteen Israeli troops have 
been wounded in the same 
period. 

A security source outside 
the zone said that heavy 
shelling from the occupation 
zone showered the area 
which faces the ancient 
Crusader castle of Beaufort 
In Beirut the Iranian- 


backed Hizbollah claimed 
responsibility for the attack. 

“A roadside bomb planted 
by our guerrillas went off 
near an Israeli patrol on the 
road to Amoun killing and 
wounding all of its mem- 
bers,” the Hizbollah state- 
ment said. 

Earlier on Monday after an 
overnight Israeli raid on 
south Lebanon, the group 
said one of its guerrillas was 
killed “on duty in south 


Lebanon.” It gave no details. 

South Lebanon is the last 
active Arab-Israeti front 
where Hizbollah (Party of 
God) guerrillas are waging a 
war of attrition to oust 1.000 
Israeli troops and about 
3.500 of their South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) mili- 
tia allies from the zone. 

Israel set up the buffer 
zone in 1985 to guard its 
borders from potential guer- 
rilla attacks. 


Israel 

has new 

longer 

range 

ballistic 

missile’ 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel 
has developed a longer- range 
version of its Jericho ballistic 
missile, believed capable of 
carrying nuclear warheads, 
according to a report pub- 
lished on Monday by a Tel 
Aviv institute. 

The Middle East Military 
Balance, published annually 
by the Jaffee Centre for 
Strategic Studies at Tel Aviv 
university', said the “third 
generation" of the Jericho 
ground-to-ground missile has 
a range of 7.500 kilometres. 

The report provides no 
additional details and cites 
only "foreign sources" for its 
information on die Jericho 
due to Israel’s stringent mili- 
tary' censorship regulations. 

According to international 
press reports, the Jericho is 
capable of delivering nuclear 
warheads developed at the 
Dimona nuclear centre in 
southern Israel. 

Israel has never acknowl- 
edged it possesses nuclear 
weapons. 

The Jaffee Centre report 
puts the size of Israel’s con- 
scription army in 1997 at 

187.000 soldiers plus 

444.000 men serving reserve 
duty. 

Of the total. 141.000 are 
ground troops. 36.500 in the 
air force and 9.500 in the 
navy, it said. 

Israel's air force had 613 
combat aircraft in 1997. 
down from 640 the previous 
year. In addition Israel 
obtained 25 F- 151 fighter jets 
from the United States in 
1998. 

In its ground forces, the 
army has 3.900 tanks. 55 
more than in 1996. 

The authors said 2.120 of 
the tanks were classified as 
“high quality." including 
1.140 Israeli-made Merkavas 
and 420 U.S.-made M-60 
and M-60A I >. 


Egypt, Japan urge Arafat 
to delay Palestinian state 


TOKYO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak said 
Monday Palestinian President 
Yasser .Arafat should postpone 
plans to declare an independent 
state on May 4, a Japanese offi- 
cial said. 

The visiting Egyptian leader 
made the statement during a 
meeting with Japanese Prune 
Minister Keizo Obuchi said the 
Japanese foreign ministry offi- 
cial 

“President Mubarak said Me 
Arafat should also understand 
well that he should not declare 
independence on the fourth of 
May," when an interim period 
of autonomy under the 1993 
Oslo accords expires, the official 
said 

Arafat has repeatedly said he 
will declare a state on that date. 

But he has come under pres- 
sure from the international com- 
munity, including the United 
States. Russia and Japan, to 


postpone a declaration at least 
until after Israeli elections on 
May 17. 

“We must proceed with the 
peace process no matter what 
kind of government is to be 
formed foD owing national elec- 
tions in Israel” an official quot- 
ed Obuchi as telling Mubarak. 

During a lunchoxi meeting. 
Mubarak was quoted as saying: 
"Honestly speaking, I am also 
uncertain how Israeli elections 
may <um out. But we must con- 
tinue to proceed with the peace 
process no matter who leads the 
country." 

The Japanese premier uiged 
Arafat when he visited Tokyo 
last week to postpone his plan to 
declare an independent 
Palestinian state to avoid endan- 
gering the peace process. 

In a joint statement issued 
after Monday's meeting. 
Mubarak and Obuchi 
“expressed their deep concern 


over the stalled peace process in 
the Middle East on all its tracks. 

“They also expressed the need 
for cooperation between the two 
countries to achieve a just, last- 
ing and comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East, based on the 
principles of the Madrid confer- 
ence. notably the principle of 
land for peace." 

The document said the 
Japanese premier ‘‘reconfirmed 
Japan's support for the legiti- 
mate rights of the Palestinian 
people, particularly the right of 
self-detemtination. including 
the right to establish an indepen- 
dent state and looks forward to 
the eariy ftrfxUment of this right." 

“He also urges the parties con- 
cerned to refrain from any uni- 
lateral actions that might preju- 
dice rhe outcome of the final sta- 
tus talks, including the issues of 
Jerusalem and expansion of set- 
tlements in the occupied territo- 
ries.” 



FENCING DUEL' Two Sikh youths fence with swords on Monday in front of the 
Golden Temple in Amritsar during celebrations marking the 300th anniversary of 
the birth of the Kbalsa form of the Sikh religion. Hundreds of thousands of Sikhs 
from around the world are participating in the week-long celebrations (AP photo) 


Sharon urges Russia to block 
weapons technology leaks to Iran 

‘Assad irked by Sharon’s visit’ 


MOSCOW (AP) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon 
urged Russ' an authorities on 
Monday to block alleged sup- 
plies of weapons tedmologies 
to Iran and discussed prospects 
for peace in the Middle East 

*1 drew attention to the great 
dangers inherent in possible 
leaks of weapons technologies 
to Iran and other Middle East 
nations." Sharon told reporters 
after meeting with his Russian 
counterpart Igor Ivanov. 

The two also discussed 
Russia’s decision to supply 
weapons to Syria. Isroeli- 
Palestinian relations, the crisis 
in Yugoslavia and ways to forge 
stronger economic ties. Sharon 
announced the opening of an 
Israeli consulate in Russia's sec- 
ond-largest city. Sl Petersburg. 

Ivanov' said they discussed 
ways of "painlessly living 
through the May 4 date,” when 
the five-year term of interim 
autonomy for Palestinians 
expires. 

During talks in Moscow earli- 
er this month. Russian officials 
urged Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat Dot to unilaterally 


declare an independent state on 
May 4. 

Russia has been developing 
better ties with Israel in recent 
years, and has tried not to offend 
either Israelis or Palestinians in 
peace negotiations. 

Russia is officially a cospon- 
sor of the Mideast peace 
process, which was bundled in 
1991. But the United Slates has 
played a for greater role. 

Sharon, who arrived in 
Moscow on Sunday for a three- 
day visit, also met with Russian 
Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov on Monday for talks 
on economic ties and Mideast 
peace process. 

The visit to Moscow is 
Sharon’s second in a month. He 
accompanied Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
on a trip to Ukraine, Russia and 
Georgia in mid-March. 

Netanyahu is carefully culti- 
vating relations with Russia at a 
time when tensions between 
Russia and the United States, 
Israel's traditional ally, have 
deepened over the NATO air 
strikes against Yugoslavia. 

Sharon himself has come 


DUBAI (AFP) — The presence of the Israeli foreign minister in 
Moscow led Syrian President Hafez Assad to cancel his first 
visit to post-Soviet Russia at the last minute, newspapers report- 
ed Monday. _ 

“Russia's snap decision to receive Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ariel Sharon irritated Syria,” the Arabic-language A1 Hayat said, 
quoting informed sources. “President Assad’s visit was delayed 
at the request of Damascus and the decision was reached late 
Saturday evening,” it said. 

The London-tesed daily noted chai Sharon arrived in Moscow 
on Sunday, a day before Assad's planned visit Assad's two-day 
visit which was to include meetings with Russian President 
Boris 'yyisin, has been put back “to a later date." said Syrian 
presidential spokesman Gebran Kurieh. 

No official reason was given for postponing the visit which 
had been announced on Thursday by the official Syrian news 
agency SANA. In Moscow, the Kremlin said toe trip had been 
delayed “for a short time” at Syria’s requesL 


under fire in Israel for his luke- 
warm support for (he NATO air 
strikes. Russia is vehemently 
opposed to the bombings. 

Some Israeli observers 
believe Netanyahu is cultivating 
relations with Russia in an effort 
to attract support from Russian 
immigrants. Israel's largest eth- 
nic group, before the May 17 


elections. With some 680,000 
eligible voters, the Russian 
immigrants make up one-sixth 
of the electorate. 

Ivanov rejected the sugges- 
tion Monday, saying that devel- 
opment of Russian-Isneli rela- 
tions was “In the interest of all 
political parties that are compet- 
ing in [Israeli] elections." 


Iraq rejects new U.N. arms initiatives 


BAGHDAD i AFP) — Iraq 
rejected on Monday any new 
U.N. terms lo monitor disar- 
mament and defiantly stood 
by demands for a quick end to 
sanctions, amid almost daily 
punishment from U.S. and 
British warplanes. 

"U is Iraq's right to demand 
a lifting of the oil embaigo 
without conditions, and it wifi 
accept noting else." the rul- 
ing Baath i urn's AI Thawra 
newspaper slid in an editori- 
al. 

'This is the basis for a good 
relationship between Iraq and 
the U.N. Security Council 
and without it this body must 
not expert Iraqi cooperation.” 
the daily said. 

The U.N. Security Council 
was to continue discussions 
on Iraqi disarmament later 
this week, but is deeply divid- 
ed over the way forward. 

However, only Russia has 
voiced protests over the aerial 
war of attrition waged with 
virtual impunity by Britain 
and the United States. 
Moscow complained of “ille- 
gal actions” when U.S. fight- 
ers bombed Iraqi oil installa- 
tions on April 6. 

“Iraq no longer has 
weapons of mass destruction 
and has accomplished oil that 
was asked of it” bv the United 


Nations. Al Thawra said. 

“AH new conditions 
imposed on Iraq by whomev- 
er, under the pretext that it 
ensures Iraq no longer has 
weapons of mass destruction 
and that it can no longer make 
them, are illegal and unac- 
ceptable. 

“After nine years of embar- 
go and eight years of monitor- 
ing and controls, and after a 
military aggression which 
destroyed factories and instal- 
lations over which the 
Americans and their spies had 
doubts, it is unjust to add any 
conditions to the lifting of the 
embargo.” 

Since last Wednesday the 
Security' Council has been 
debating three panels set up in 
January in a bid to end coun- 
cil deadlock on policy toward 
Iraq. 

The panels focused on Iraqi 
disarmament, the humanitari- 
an situation and issues stem- 
ming from the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, including 
the reium of prisoners and the 
restitution of Kuwaiti 
archives. 

Britain, the Netherlands and 
the United States repeated 
their opposition Friday to a 
lifting of sanctions because 
Iraq had not been folly dis- 
armed of its weapons of mass 


destruction, diplomats said. 

The other 12 members sup- 
portal lifting the oil embargo 
as an incentive to Iraq to 
cooperate with a future arms- 
monitoring system recom- 
mended by the disarmament 
panel. 

Meanwhile, the Iraqi mili- 
tary reported two people were 
killed and nine wounded in 
U.S. -British attacks in south- 
ern Iraq on Sunday. They 
were the first reported deaths 
from the raids since March 2 
when one person died 

The U.S. Southern 
Command said U.S. F-lS 
fighters fired on two surface- 
to-air missile sites after coali- 
tion airplanes came under 
anti-aircraft fire. 

The strike came a day after 
the Pentagon said U.S. F-16 
fighter planes were fired upon 
with surface-to-air missiles, 
and retaliated with missiles of 
their own. 

The no-fly zones in north- 
ern and southern Iraq have 
been the scene of skirmishes 
between allied aircraft and 
Iraqi planes and air defences 
since the December cam- 
paign, dubbed Operation 
Desert Fox. to punish 
Baghdad's refusal to cooper- 
ate with U.N. disarmament 
experts. 
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Algeria campaign heats 
up before April 1 5 election 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s 
seven presidential candidates 
stepped up the search for votes 
on Monday, the last day of a 
gruelling three-week campaign 
before the April 15 poll to 
choose a successor to President 
Uamine Zeroual. 

Algeria's 500.000s uong 
army, police and customs 
agents began voting on 
Monday, while 643 mobile 
units travelled to gather votes in 
remote areas of the North 
African country, which has 
been tom by violence for years. 

More than 70X00 people 
have been killed, according to 
Western estimates, since 1992 
when Algeria's mflitey authori- 
ty at the time scrapped a gener- 
al election which radical 
Islamists were poised to win. 

This, time around four opposi- 
tion candidates have accused 
the authorities of trying to fix 
the results in favour of army 
candidate Abdul Aziz 
Bouteflika. a former foreign 
minister whose slogan is: “For a 
strong and dignified Algeria.” 

Three of them — former 
Rime Minister Mouloud 
Hamrouche and Islamists 
Ahmad Taleb Ibrahirra and 
Abdullah Djabailah — will 


meet later on Monday along 
with a representative of ailing 
secular opposition leader 
Hocdne Ait Ahmad, to discuss 
the possibility of selecting just 
one of than to chaDenge 
Bouteflika. 

“We will discuss this issue 
tonight after evaluating the elec- 
toral process and the results of 
foe campaign.” Hamroucbe told 
a news conference. “All options 
are open.” 

Outgoing President Zeroual 
has odered foe powerful army 
to stay neutral and on Sunday 
urged Algeria’s J7.5 million 
voters to go to foe ballots “to 
practice freely their constitu- 
tional right.” 

‘Government officials in all 
sectors... have contributed with 
effectiveness and impartiality in 
providing the appropriate con- 
ditions for a fair, honest and 
transparent election throughout 
foe process.” he said in a cabinet 
meeting. “Now all foe condi- 
tions exist fora democratic elec- 
tion.” 

Algeria's four main political 
parties have declared support 
for Bouteflika, 61, saying he 
was the man best able lo lead 
the oil and gas-producing nation 
out of its cycle of violence. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chinese teacher bites off pupil’s ear 

BEIJING ( AFP) — A Beijing teacher bit off a pupil’s ear dur- 
ing a schoolyard dispute, the Life Times newspaper said 
Monday. The two came to blows on Tuesday in No. 163 school 
in the Chinese capital during "a small quarrel’’ which other 
pupils tried to halt, foe paper sad. As the pupfl, called Zhang and 
agki about 15, tried to return to foe classroom the teacher Wfei 
attacked him and bit off his ear. The mangled ear was found on 
the ground and doctors at a nearby hospital managed to sew it 
back on. The teacher has been detained 

Arafat seeks Zimbabwe’s support 

HARARE t AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat on 
Monday sought Zimbabwe’s support for his plans to declare m 
independent ^Palestinian state, state media said Arafat, who 
arrived here Sunday night, held talks with President Robert 
Mugabe on Monday who advised him to postpone a declaration 
of Palestinian statehood saying such a move would be counter- 
productive, foe state radio and news agency said. Mugabe noted 
that rnost countries share foe view that a declaration of statehood 
should be delayed until foe situation in foe region improved and 
he expressed hope that the Palestinians consider that position 
seriously. 

Barak refuses to join campaign debate 

TEL AVTV' (AFP) — Ehud Barak, leader of Israel’s main oppo- 
sition Labour Party, refused on Monday to participate in a tele- 
vision debate with Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Centre Party chief Yitzhak Mondechai. The private television 
network Channel Two invited foe three candidates for prime 
minister in the May elections to debate Tuesday on a prime time 
political talk show. The network said Netanyahu andMordechai 
had tentatively agreed to participate, but Barak, who is leading 
in opinion poDs, rejected foe format proposed for tlx show- 
down. "The issue of campaign debates must be decided by the 
parties themselves and nof by television managers or the 
media." Barak said in a statement issued by his campaign head- 
quarters. 

Khatami lambaste peace process 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian President Mohammad Khatami hit 
out Monday al foe Middle East peace process, and said Iran 
would “never recognise” foe state of Israel. “The Middle East 
compromise process" is “void from a legal political and ideo- 
logical point of view, and will never be effective." Khatami told 
leading Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) official Farouk 
Kaddoumi quoted by the official IRNA news agency. The 
Islamic Republic of Iran “will never recognise foe Zionist 
regime of Israel, believing that usurpation, aggression and 
assassination do not reserve any right for anybody,” he said. 
“Palestine’s destiny cannot be determined without the votes of 
all Palestinians, including Muslims, Jews and Christians,” he 
said. 

Libya invited to Euro-Med meeting 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The- European Union (EU) said on 
Monday it has invited Libya to attend a meeting later this week 
of foreign ministers from the 15-nation bloc and partner coun- 
tries in the Mediterranean. “Libya wall have observer status, it 
will be a special guest,” at foe Euro-Mediterranean talks, EU 
spokesman Bosco EsteiudassakL The meeting is due to be held 
on Thursday in Stuttgart Germany. The EU said last week that 
Libya’s extradition of foe two suspects in the 1988 bombing of 
a Pan Am flight over Scotland could lead to Tripoli’s inclusion 
in free trade talks with the 15-nation bloc. 

Saudi murderer beheaded 

RIYADH (AFP) — A Saudi who fatally shot a woman was 
beheaded by the sword on Sunday, bringing to nine the number 
of executions so far this year; the interior ministry announced 
Monday. A ministry statement, reported by the press, gave no 
motive for foe rmmler of Najat Bint Allush Al QahtanL who was 
gunned down by Hassan Ben Manas Al QahtanL They were 
from the same tribe. In 1998. 29 people were evermeri. " 
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No miracle, 
watchdog rules 

LONDON (R) — Britain's 
advertising watchdog ruled on 
Monday that a miracle cure 
could not be proved and should 
not fce used to advertise a 
church. The advertisement for a 
British church saying a nun 
crippled by a pain fill nerve dis- 
ease had been cured by the 
power of Jesus lacked suhaan- 
tial proof and must tv 
drawn, the watchdog sud But 
the Peniel Pentecostal church in 
Brentwood .routiwastern 

England insisted the advertise- 
ment told the (rue story of one 
man’s recovery from chronic 
sciatica, which had left lam 
bedridden and dependent on 
strong poinkilJere. The 
Advertising Standards 

Authority was not impressed It 
criticised foe advertisement in 
its monthly report on Monday, 
saying there was not enough 
proof that spiritual healing was 
responsible for man’s amazing 
reeovoy 

Forklift driver has 
donated $1 million 
to charity 

DEARBORN (AP) — Forklift 
driver Maid "Mat" Dawson 
has achieved a status normally 
reserved for high-profile busi- 
ness or civic figures — he’s .a 
phflanthropis who has donated 
SI million to charity. Dawson's 
blest gift a S200X)00 scholar- 
ship grant to Wayr.e State 
University, put tic 78-year-old 
past the mfllkxi-dollar, mark in 
lifetime donations. ”1 just do 
this because I want to give 
back,” Dawson loll the Detroit 
News for a story- Sunday. “1 
want to leave a legacy.” VMfo59 
years at Ford Motor Co- 
Dawson could have retired 
decades ago. 

Passengers shout 
officials off jet 

HONG KONG (AP) — 
Passengers on a delayed Air 
China flight from Shanghai to 
Beijing revolted after learning 
they were being kepi on the 
ground to wait tor some gov- 
ernment officials who were 
running late, and they eventual- 
ly shouted foe officials off-foe 
jet a newspaper reported 
Monday. Flight CA 9S6 had 
originated in San Francisco and 
was due to leave Shanghai at 
1230 GMT cm Friday but 
ended up cm the ground for !VW 
hours; as the officials faDc^.A? 
show up. When the passengers 
teamed why they were salted, 
they demanded that the captain 
take off but were told that air 
traffic control wouldn’t give 
clearance until the officials 
were aboard. The government 
officials finally arrived only to 
be greeted by slwuts of “rotten 
eggs” and “get off foe plane.” 

‘Home’ Christening . 
for Argentine baby : 

BUENOS AIRES flit — An : 
Argentine baby was Christened . 
in a .soccer field during a.brak 
in a junior league mateh. fi#ll- 
ing a promise made his par- 
ents to have their fing son bap- .. 
used at “home,” the state-fun . 
Telam Agency said; A priest £ 
blessed the iOmontiji-old baby | 
on Saturday in the central circle f 
of tie Gimnasia La Plata field, * 
where home team jGiniaaga * 
was hosting traditional rivaL 
EstudBantes La Pjata. 'Die 
baby's finher signed f^im up-as a 
Gimnasia supporter qnly hours 
after his birth the agency said, 

J 

Women in naked 
charity pursuit 

LONDON (AFP) 

English women i 
traditionally sedate 
genteel women's ; 

ing nude for an i i 

calendar. The members of foe sj 
Women's Institute (Wl).in the 'i 
village of Rylstanei northern J 
England, more used.toeoflea- ” 
ing clothes than shedding them. & 
stripped off to raise money fo) j 
research into leukaemia. Aged 
between 44 and 65, appear 

one per month carthe mlwfrh. j 
and all together foriDecembe? 
singing Christmas cirols sport.: 
ing littie marc than songsheetfe 
add red hats, it is a nApaif 
departure from the rSSSeb 
Women's Institute lundraianj 
stal warts of jam -making 
quutHiidkiiig^ 



pin-up ■. 




